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CAiPCTOWN(A)FP) Soutb' Africa j& t«>has( peace 

Uilka lo try lb. end 14 bf hostilitws in wmh 
StttbBBi Pir^ideni i^feloon Mmdela ahnounced 
day iR-Cs^Toyn^:M£. Mandela said. Sudanese rebel 
leader Jeon Cr^g and President Omar A] Sashir 
wen expected to ^cnid the talks. The South African 

preside^v added Ifaai Ugondun President Yenveri 
MuMn-eni would aj» be present. “I have been in touch 
with die lele'^'t audit u likely that I will veiy 

S(H;o'ixi:l».saag both X3f. JohnOonmg. Gen. A1 Bashir 
and Pi^id^ Mr. Mandbla Sinbtn 

has- -fr^ueruly -accused Ugiaida .-of backing Mr. 
Garangs rebels, a chitige K^pola has repeatedly 
denied. 
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Hebron shooter confined to mental hospital 

TEL .AVIV (AP) — An Isnieli .soldier who staged a 
shouting spree in the West Bank city of Hebron will 
be confined to a psychiatric hospital while awaiting 
trial. Israeli TV said Monday. Channel 2 TV said a 

military judge made the decision to confine Noam 
Friedman, 22, in a preliminary hearing Monday. The 
aimy could not immediately confirm the leporL Fried- 
man is charged with atiempied murder, mutiny and 
attempted eniicemeni and faces a niuximul 43 years in 
prison if convicted of all charges. No trial date has 
been set. 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


King, U.S. congressmen discuss 
Middle East crisis, bilateral ties 

Our nation cannot impose peace upon the people — Gilman 

• * 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor stand for a photo with the U3. 
Con^;re5S delegation visiting Jordan. The congressmen also met with Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Maiaii and government officials (Photo by Yousef 
^Ailan) 


Crown Prince 
receives more cables 
of congratulatioos 

.AMMAN tPetraJ — His 
Royal Highi^Sj Grown 
Prince Hasson - Tuesday 
received cables frooi heads 
of .state who congratuhued 
him on His Royal Highness 
Prince Ro-shed’s recover}'. 
He received cables from ' 
King Hassan 11 of Mcouc- 
co. Queen Sofia of Spain. 
Saudi .Minister of fmerior 
Prince Naycf Ben Abdul 
A/i/.. Iraqi Vice President 
l^.at Ibrahim.. Paidstani 
Prime Mmisier Nawaz 
Sharif, as well as other 
.Arab and Nf uslim ufhdaJs. 

Washington calls 
for calm in 
souHx Lebanon 

WASHINGTON 1A3?P) — 
Washington called Monday ! 
fur calm in the Middle East 
after a sbcliing of the 
.^louiJiem Lebanese port 
city of Sidon b}' the Isr^li- | 
backed South Lebanon 
Army tSLA). **Wc urge the 
parties involved to ... act 
with maximum- restrainu'* ' 
State Department 

Spokesman James Rubin 
said. Nine people were 
killed in attacks in southern 
Lebanon Monday, includ- 
ing six -who deed when 
SL.A hied mortar rounds 
into the southern pon city 
of SidoQ. Mr. Rubin said 
(be committee that over- 
.sees Ihe southern Lebanon 
.ceasefixe would meet this 
week, and cani:^ on all par- 
ties to reject a 19^ 
agreement to ' spare civil- 
ians in the “security zone.” 
Southern Lebanon violence 
has left 26 Ltdianese civil- < 
ians dead and 91 wounded 
since the beginning of the 
year. Mr. Rubin said the 
United States was not able 
to detennine if Monday's 
attacks came ftom the area 
controlled by the SLA 
‘‘We’re trying to deter- 
mine the exact location,” he 
said. 

Iran dismantles 
arms smn^^Ung 
network, 53 arrested 

TEH^ (AFP) — Iran- 
ian security services said 
Tue^y they had arrested 
53 people after dismantling 
an arms smuggling net- 
work in the soutliwest of 
the country, the official 
IRNA news agency report- 
ed. Hm agency said the 
netwodc was involved in 
both buying and selling 
arms . in Khuzistan 
prcA’ince, which borders 
Iraq. (Noting intelligence 
officials, IRNA said 128 
weapons had been seized. 

I^ve Ttarkish hunger- 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to, the Jor^n Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hus.sein Tuesday 
reiterated the Kingdom’s 
(imi position to overcome 
the logjam in the peace 
process and urged not to 
permit hardliners id wreck 
the process. 

Speaking in a meeting 
with a visiting delegation 
of U.S. congressmen, the 
King stressed on the need 
to solve the “crisis” that 
emerged following the 
Jerusalem double-suicide 
bombing and not to allow 
a “minority” from all 
sides to dictate its agenda 
and destroy the peace 
pTOces.s, 

Head of the U.S. House 
International Relations 
Committee (HIRC) Ben- 
jamin Gilman said that 
Jordon has been a good 
^iy of the United States 
in the peace , process for 
many years and the U.S. is 
looking forward to contin- 
ue that relationship. 

“His Majesty, when he 
visits the United States, 
always has a warm wel- 
come in Congress because 


Cmnbined agency 
dispatches 


(EU) condemned Monday's 
shellings in Lebanon and 
Israel which killed 10 peo- 
ple and injured 42 and 
called on all sides to show 
restraint 

In a statement issued 
Tuesday. Luxembomg. 
which bolds the rotating 
EU presidency, said once 
again innocent civilians 
were the victfins of Middle 
East violence. It called on 
all sides to respect the April 
1966 arrangements under 
which th^ agreed not to 
attack civilian targets. 

On Tuesday, Lebanese 
guerrillas rained rockets 
onto northern Israel wound- 
ing one person and drawing 
a warning from Prirhe Min- 


mil 


that Israel will “respond 
severely” to further attacks 
on its civilians. 

But Mr. Netanyahu also 
sought in a statement to halt 
a dramatic upsurge in fight- 
ing along the Israeli- 
Lebanese border over the 
past two weeks, saying ‘Hhe 


of the warm feeling of 
Congress for what he has 
done to try to enhance the 
peace process and we look 
forward to continuing that 
with the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan,” Mr. 


immediate task is to bait the 
cycle of escalation which 
does not serve the interests 
of any side.” 

Hizbollah militia, which 
spearheads resistance to 


Gilman said in a press 
conference. 

Mr. Gilman, who headed 
a five-man learn, added 
that the Congress has 
been very responsive to 
the U.S. administration's 


Israel's occupanon of a 
self-declared buffer zone in 
south Lebanon, fired more 
than SO rockets into north- 
ern Israel early Tuesday in 
two salvoes spaced about 


request for assistance to 
the Kingdom. 

He said that the Con- 
gress had approved a 
5100 million additional 

(Continued on page 7) 


an hour apart. 

The Katyusha rockets 
landed as residents of 
the north were 

(Continued onpage 7) 


Netanyahu warns of severe action 



Moumecs carry ihe mffins Tuesday of four victims killed in pro-Israeii militia 
Celling of the south Lebanon city of Sidon a day earliec Three more civilians 
l^ed in the attack, the bloodiest in Sidon since IsraeTs 1996 blitz. They 
wexe buried in the southern city of Tyre (Reuteis photo) 


strikers ho^italised 
at Elaziq prison 


ANKARA (AFP) — Five 
bunger-^kers who have 
been refusing food for a 
month at a jail in eastern 
Turkey were taken into the 
prion's hospital unit l\ies- 
day as their health took a 
turn for the worst, Anato- 
lian news agency reported. 
The prisoners, who are 
believed to be members of 
the separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), are 
among 21 who went on 
hunger-strike to press 
demands for solitary con- 
finement cells to be closed 
at Elazig prison, 120 kilo- 
metres northwest of the 


regional capital Diyarbakir. 
They are also asking for an 
improt'ement in conditions 
and medical care at the 
prison. Eleven left-wing 
protesters died between 


mid-May and the end of 
July 19%, during a wave of 
hungw strikes at 16 Tbrk- 
ish prisons. 


U.N. arms inspections in 
Iraq going ‘very smoothly’ 


BAGHDAD (AJT) -- U.N. 
weapons inspections in Iraq 
have been going “very 
smoo^ly” since a Security 
(Council warning of more 
sanctions .and a new arms 
envoy took up his post on 
July 1, a U.N. disarmament 
official said here Tuesday. 

Nils Carlstrom, director 
of a UJ*J. monitoring and 
verification centre in Bagh- 
dad. also told AFP that 
Richard Butler, the new 
chairman of the U.N. Spe- 
cial (Commission 

(UNSCOM) for disarming 
Iraq, was expected here on 
September 5. 

“In May and June, we had 
jnoblems that resulted” in 
the June 21 Security Coun- 
cil warning of more sanc- 
tions unless'Iraq cooperates 
witii UNSCOM following 


a series of incidents when 
inspectors were denied 
access to sites, he noted. 

“But after that, tiie practi- 
cal work with the Iraqis has 
been going very, very 
smoothly,” said Mr. Carl- 
strom. UNSCOM inspec- 
tors “are working in good 
cooperation with the 
Iraqis,'* 

Mr. Carlstrom. a retired 
Swedish army officer, said 
the aims inspectors “report 
directly” to Mr. Butler in 
New York. “The results of 
the work, that 1 cannot com- 
ment on,*’ he cautioned. 

Ml Butler's second visit 
to Baghdad will focus on a 
working plan which the two 
sides agreed on daring his 
mission in July, said the 
director of the UNSCOM 
monitoring centre. 


“The visit is to follow up 
on this plan, and how we 
can proceed with it after the 
beginning of September. 
That is the main purpose,” 
he said. 

Mr. Carisuom said the 
working plan covers the 
eliniinaitoD of Iraq's bio- 
logical, chemical and ballis- 
tic weapons, but not its pre- 
Gulf war nuclear pro- 
gramme which is the 
responsibility of the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). 

The IAEA “have a team 
here all the time, a resident 
team. They are doing their 
work all the . time,” he 
explained. 

As for the chemical, germ 


(Continned on page 7) 


Indonesia 
rejected request 
for Netanyahu 
visit — report 

TEL AVrV (AFP) — 
Indonesian authorities have 
rejected a request from 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
visit their coun^ during 
aii upcoming Asian tour, a 
newspaper reported Tues- 
day. 

'The Yediot Ahronot said 
Mr. Netanyahu hoped to 
'follow in the footsteps of 
the slain Labour Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
who met Indonesian leader 
Suhano during an unan- 
nounced visit to Jakarta in 
October 1993. 

Indonesia, the most pop- 
ulous Muslim nation, does 
not have diplomatic rela- 
tiocts with Israel but 

(Continued onpage 7) 



Majali, Thneibat meet in bid 
to start constructive dialogue 


we ail accept.” 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

— In a bid lo 
bring the Islamists back 
into mainstream politics 
and persuade them to 
rescind their decision to 
boycott the upcoming gen- 
eral eieciions. Prime Minis- 
ter .Abdul Salam Majali 
yesterday held a ciosed- 
door meeting with .Abdul 
Majeed Thneibat, the over- 
seer of the Muslins Brother- 
hood. 

Tuesday's meeting, the 
second between the go\'era- 
mem and the opposition 
this week, did not produce 
“any definite agreement on 
anything, but (the govern- 
ment) gave assurances that 
there will be no pre-condi- 
tions to the dialogue and 
that all issues are open for 


discussion,” u Muslim 
Brotherhood spokesperson 
told the Jordan Times in a 
telephone interview. 

Stressing that "the meet- 
ing was held upon the invi- 
tation of the prime mini.s- 
ler.” Mr. Thneibat was 
quoted by the Jordan News 
.Agency. Petra, as saying 
that “talks focased on the 
need for dialogue.” and that 
the two parties “exchanged 
ideas about mechanisms 
and forms of future dia- 
logue.” 

Petra reponed that Mr. 
Thneibat stressed that both 
the government and the .si.x 
political parties that have 
announced their boyeba of 
the November 4 elections 
“are unanimous about the 
need for dialogue in accor- 
dance with democratic 
rules and the principles that 


“The meeting was not 
nieuni to discuss issues in 
detail, but to discuss forms 
and mechanisms for dia- 
logue.” he .said. 

The Mu.slim Brother- 
hood's leader reponed ly 
culled on all parties to 
respond positively to the 
government's initiative for 
dialogue. 

Giving a very positive 
account of the meeting, Mr. 
Thneibat suggested the dia- 
logue with the sovemment 
could achieve the result of 
making the Islamists 
rescind last month's deci- 
sion to boycon. 

"Dialogue aims to discuss 
national issues as well as 
the reasons that led to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat meets Shin Bet chief; 


Israel plans to close another 
Palestinian Jerusalem office 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


PALESTINIAN PRESI- 
DENT Yasser Arafat met 
with the head of Israel's 
Internal intelligence service 
Shin Bet to discuss securi- 
ty cooperation, Israeli 
Radio said on Tuesday. 

Shin Bet commander Ami 
Ayalon visited Mr. Arafat in 
his Gaza City office on 
Monday and urged the 
Palestinian president to step 
up security cooperation 
with Israel, the ra^o said 
citing Palestinain sources. 

Ml Ayalon thanked Mr. 
Arafat for the swift arrest of 


three Palestinians who 
were captured and tried on 
Saturday for the murder of 
an Israeli taxi driver the 
day before, the sources 
said. 

In response, Mr. Arafat, 
called on Mr. Ayalon to 
work for a lifting of the 
tight security sed on the 
P^estinian territories 
imposed in the wake of a 
.suicide bombing which left 
16 dead in Jerusalem on 
July .30. 

Ayalon had been in 
London prior to the talks 
with Mr. Arafat to follow 
up leads that the two 
bombers who blew them- 


selves up in a Jerusalem 
market place, had slipped 
into Israel using forged 
British passports, the 
Israeli press said. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials gave their Israeli 
counterparts new informa- 
tion on the bombing during 
a meeting on Sunday with 
the paiticipation of offi- 
cials from the American 
Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA). 

Meanwhile. Israeli police 
said Monday that they plan 
to close down an east 
Jerusalem office it 

(CoDtinoed on page 7) 


Bombs in suicide blast and Hamas 


warehouse are identical — report 

Instead of crackdown as requested by Israel, 
Arafat starts ‘national dialogue’ with Hamas 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


THE EXPLOSIVES used 
in last month’s suicide 
bombing in a Jerusalem 
market are of the same type 
as those found in a West 
Bank Hamas bomb factory 
a newspaper reported Tues- 
day. 

The Haaretz newspaper, 
quoting security officials, 
said the two assailants, are 
believed to have come from 
abroad, but to have received 
the explosives and logisti- 
cal help from Hamas 
activists in the West Bank. 

The two assailants have 
not yet been identified, but 
progress has been mode in 
the investigation of the July 
30 bombing that killed 16 
people, including the 


attackers, the newspaper 
said. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials are helping Israel in 
the investigating. 

The Palestinians have 
given Israel explosives 
found last month in a home 
in the Palestintan-coo- 
trolled West Bank town of 
Beit Sahour. close to the 
area where a Hamas mem- 
ber died while preparing a 
bomb. Israel compared the 
explosives to those used in 
the Jerusalem bombing. 

Israel army radio reported 
Tuesday that a ready-for- 
use bomb from the Beit 
Sahour warehouse was det- 
onated as part of such a test 
attended by Israeli. Pales- 
tinian and U.S. security 
officials. The army had no 
immediate comment on the 


report. 

Even as Israel pressures 
him to attack the Islamists 
with a security crackdown, 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat moved Tuesday to 
launch a dialogue with 
them to shore up his home 
front. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movemement. known as 
Hamas, Islamic Jihad and 
other opposition groups 
agreed Tuesday to attend a 
meeting with Mr. Arafat 
Wednesday in Gaza City, 
said Imad Faluji, a fonner 
Hamas member and now a 
minister in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
cabinet. 

The meeting aims to 
bring Hamas and other 

(Continued on page 7) 


Man kills daughters and critically 
injures wife before taking his life 


By Rana Hussein! 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

MARKA — A 35-year-old 
man Tuesday shot and 
killed bis two children and 
injured his wife, then killed 
hunself in his bouse in 
Marka, police said. 

The man, Nasser Wasef 
was sought by police on 
charges of being involved 
in illegal trading and steal- 
ing a gun fiom a fiiend, an 
officii source said. 

Wasef was chased by the 


authorities after his former 
wife reported to police 
Tuesday that “he had stolen 
a friend's gun and had 
threatened to kill her.” 

The source told the Jor- 
dan Times that Wasef bad 
divorced his wife nine 
months ago, and always 
battled with her over the 
custody of their two daugh- 
ters. 

'T saw Nasser racing his 
car down the street, p^ed 
his car and ran to his house. 
TTicn I heard gunshots 


being fired, a minute later a 
police car arrived and two 
men went after him.” an 
eyewitness said. 

He added: '‘Minutes later 
I saw a wounded woman 
and a child being rushed 
out of the building by 
neighbours and police,” the 
wimess. who preferred not 
to be named, told the Jor- 
dan limes. 

According to the official 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Syria accuses Israel of plunging Lebanon into violence 


Arab League slams Jewish 


calls for international 


condemnation of shelling 


Combined agency 

di^bdies 


SYRIA TUESDAY accused 
Israel of trying to drag 
Lebanon into a new spiral of 
violence ibUowing the 
sbeiling of the Lebanese 
port city of Sidon by Israeli- 
allied forces as the Arab 
League urged the 
iDtemational community to 
condemn the **Israeli mas- 
sacre of civilians in south 
Lebantm. 

“We condemn the indis- 
criminate Israeli massacre 
which yesterday [Monday] 
targeted south Lebanon, 
namely Sidon, which caused 
tbe martyrdom of several 
innocent people,” Secretary 
General &mat Abdul 
Meguid said. 

He warned chat “IsiaePs 
systematic attacks against 
Lebanese territories wUl not 
dissuade the heroic 
Lebanese p^ie fixnn 
resisting Israeli occupatioa” 
Tbe bead of tbe 22-mem- 
ber pan-Arab organisation 
sties^ that Lebanese 
“resistance a gains t Israeli 
occupation is a legitimate 
act recognised woridwide.” 
Z3r. Abdul Meguid urged 
the UJ^. Security Council, 
die co-sponscxs of the Mid- 
dle East peace process (Rus- 
sia and the U.S.) and tbe 
European Union to “act 
rapi^y to condemn this 
aggression.” 

He caUed on the 
international community to 
'force Israel to implement 
U.N. Security Council Reso- 
lution 425 ” which called for 
an unconditional Israeli 
troop witiidrawal ficom the 
occupied south Lebanon 
strip. 

Cte Monday Israel's proxy 
militia in south Lebanon, tlte 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
fired several mortar rounds 
into the coastal city of 
Sidon, killing six people and 
wounding 38 others. 

Tbe attack came after a 
bomb exploded in Israel’s^ 
“security zone,” killing three 
persons. 

EQzbollah retaliated on 
Tuesday by firing Katyusha 
rockets Into northern Israel 
wounding an Israeli civilian. 

An Israeli army 
sp^esman said the SLA 
unit which attacked Sidon 
was “absolutely not under 
tire coDtror of tbe Israeli 
military even though it is 
led by General Antoine 
Lahad — commander of the 
SLA and a long-time Israeli 
ally. 

Syria's reaction to Sidon's 
shelling came through dte A1 
Ba:^ and A1 Thawra gov- 
ernment dailies which said 
tbe aggression was a plot 
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concocted by Israel to desta- 
bilise Lebanon. 

“With this new aggression 
Israel is trying to plunge 
Lebanon into a new c^le of 
violence after the failure of 
its plots” against tiie coun- 
tiy. said the AI Thawra gov- 
ernment daily. 

“Israel, unh£q)py with the 
good he^th of L^anon, of 
stieng± of its national 
uniQr and its commitment to 
a just and global peace is 
seeldng revenge at all costs,” 
it added. 

Israeli officials said tbe 
attack by tbe SLA, a militia 
trained and fijumced by 
Israel, was in retaliation for 
a bomb attack by HizboUah 
guerrillas earlier in the day 
on a car in Israers self- 
declared “security zone” in 
South Lebanon in which 
three people died. 

Israel m aintain ed it had no 
control over the SLA unit 
responsible for the Sidon 
attack, a claim dismissed by 
Al Thawra. 

.“By this escalation Israel 
is trying co wriggle out of its 
commitments in the peace 
process,” said die paper. 

The M Baath ds^y, the 
paper of Syria's ruling pa^, 
accused Israel of “pushing 
the region towards an explo- 
siotL" 

The prater called on the 
inteniational community 10 
“use very strong sanctions to 
rein in the Israeli killer to 
force it to stop its crimes.” 

Xranian-bac^ HizboUah 
guerrillas Tuesday fired 
salvos of Katyusha rockets 
towards nor±em Israel, 
injuring two per^le, in 
response to the Sidon attack. 


lYuce committee to meet 
Hmrsday 


Lebanese officials, mean- 
while, said Tuesday, an 
intemational committee 


monitoring an uneasy truce 
in souAem Lebarmn' is 
scheduled to meet Thursday 
to discuss complaints fiom 
Israel and Lebanon of cease- 
fire violations, Lebanese 
officials said Tuesday. 

Lebairon filed thr^ com- 
plaints with the committee 
made up of representatives 
fiom Israel, Lebanon, Syria, 
France and the U.S. follow- 
ing the surge in violence in 
southern Ld»non, Lebanese 
foieign ministry officials 
said. 

One of tbe complaints fol- 
lowed the shelling Monday 
of the southern port city of 
Sidon by an braeU-aUied 
militia which left six civU- 
ians dead and dozens 
injured. 

The committee, formed 
after Israel's Grapes of 
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WEATHER 

Bitllerin supplied by the 
Departmerd of Meteorology 
Moderate summer weather 
conditions will prevail vrith 
winds northwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be 
northeriy moderate and seas 
calm. 


Amman 18/30 

Aqaba 23/36 

Deserts 17/33 

Jordan VaDey .27/34 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 36 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 32 per 
cent, Aqaba 33 percent 


Wrath incursion into south 
Lebanon in April 1996 to 
pursue anti-Israeli guerrillas, 
is to meet Thursday in the 
town of Naqura on the 
Israel-Lebanon border, tbe 
officials said. 

The Israeli complaint con- 
cerns Monday's vehicle 
bombing in southern 
Lebanon which left three 
people dead, including the 
teenaged son and daughter 
of a former officer in tbe 
Israeli-ailied South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) assassinated 
last year. 

Isi^l accused HizboUah 
guerrillas, who are sp^- 
beading a campaign to drive 
Israeli troops out of the 
Israeli buffier zone estab- 
lished in southern Lebanon, 
of carrying out the bombing. 

HiztaoU^ denied that it 
carried out the attack but 
claimed responsibility Tues- 
day for firing several salvos 
of Katyusha rockets into 
northern Israel which left 
one Israeli wounded. 

The truce committee has 
met 15 times since the 
beginning of the year to hear 
complaints by one side or 
the other of violations of a 
commitment by all sides to 
spare czvUians. 


0 

Ldjanese flock to Tyre 


Meanwhile, hundreds of 
Lebanese began arriving in 
the southern port city of 
lyre fcom suizounding vil- 
lages amid fears of Israeli 
reprisals following Hizbol- 
lah's rocket attack on north- 
ern Israel. 

Some ICX) families were 
seen arriving in Tyre, 90 
kilometres south of Beirut, 
many with matnesses 
strapped to the roofs of their 
vehicles. 

A number of them told 
Agence France Presse that 
they had left their villages as 
soon as they heard the deto- 
nation of the Katyusha rock- 
ets fired towards northern 
Israel by Iranian-backed 
HizboUah guerrillas. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
warned Tuesday that Israel 
would “respond severely” to 
attacks on its civilians. 

“Israel wiU respond 
severely to any attack on its 
citizens” Mr. Netanyahu 
said in a statement, adding 
that he bop^ This message 
and aU its implications wiU 
be understood by tbe other 
side.” 

But the Israeli leader also 
said his top jxiority was to 
end a recent escalation in 
fighting along the Israeli- 
Leban^ frontier which has 
left dozens dead in the past 
two weeks. 






USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dc-MnldilesHalasefa ...J5 19220 

Dr. Rulu Sakkar 856457 

Dr. FacflAiKhalib ^865456 

Dr. YoosefAI Faqih 790104 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy ..637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeeani pharmacy 637660 

Naironkh phannacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBm: 

Dk Ahmad Qanu 281484 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Fabdjaber 9S4S49 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...9S5417 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .6371 1 ( 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Gvil Defence Emergency! 99 
Rescue Pofice 192. 621 111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

BhwdBank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

PoUce 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 



Israeli holidaymakers cut short their vacation in northern Israel after Katyusha rock- 
ets hit the border town of Kiiyat Shmona and elsewhere in tbe Galilee Ibesday. 
Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai issued a pubUc appeal to Israelis to 
spend their holiday in the north despite tbe border tensions (Renters photo) 


Amnesty Intemational calls 


on Israel to free 5 Lebanese 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Amnesty 
International (AT) called 
Tuesday on .Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to immediately 
release five Lebanese it said 
risked being mistreated in a 
jail in Israeli-occupied south 
Lebanon. 

An AJ statement called for 
tbe 'immediate and uncon- 
ditional release of the five 
detainees unless they be 
given a fair trial according to 
international standards and 
charged with recognisable 
criminal offence.” 

The London-based organi- 
sation said the detainees, 
including a 17-yeaf-oldgiri, 
Huda Hamada, were arrest- 
ed last month by members 
of Israel's . allied South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) mili- 
tia in the village of Maron 
Al Rass in south Lebanon. 

The others were identified 
as brothers Haidar AJi Issa 
and Ghassan Ali Issa. the 
20-year-old fiance of Hama- 
da, and brothers KhalU Kar- 


naib, 26, and Suleiman Kar- 
naib. 23. 

“Amnesty Intemational is 
concerned for the weU-tleutg 
of the above-named 
Lebanese nationals who are 
at risk of torture and ill- 
treatment whilst reportedly 
in detention at the [SLA-tun] 
Khiam detention centre.” 

“There is particular con- 
cern for the health of Huda 
Hamada who suffers finm 
epilepsy and who has report- 
edly bwn denied access to 
medcation she needs to take 
on a regular basis. She has 
also, reportedly, been sub- 
jected to torture and ill treat- 
ment.** tbe group said. 

The human rights group 
said all five prisoners were 
denied access to their fami- 
lies and lawyers since their 
arrest. 

On August 11. AI 
denounced Israel for refus- 
ing to allow its officials 
access to Khiam Jail where 
130 Lebanese are being 
held, many of tiiem for 


more than 10 years without 
tria] or charge. Another 52 
Lebanese are in jails inside 
Israel 

AI said that “there is some- 
thing bsqjpening in tbe 
Khiam jail which Israel 
wants to hide. Torture is still 
ongoing there." 

The Lebanese detainees 
are mostly accused of col- 
laborating with Lebanon- 
based guerrillas, mainly the 
Iranian-backed HizboUah, 
fighting to force Israel out of 
occupi^ parts of southern 
Lebanon. Israel says it main- 
tains a “security zone” there 
to ward off attacks on its 
northern border. 

On July 9. Israeli Deputy 
Defence Minister Ori Orr 
told AJ the Lebanese 
detainees' freedom depend- 
ed on the release or account- 
ing for of four Israeli sol- 
diers missing in action in 
Lebanon, including Ron 
Arad, an air force navigator 
captured by a Islamist mili- 
tia in 1986. 




Hotel Coraplaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

7871 1 1 

l^lepbone Information 

(dir^ory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electridtv Authority 
815615 

Electric Piower Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen AUa Inti .Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidl Maternity, 644281/6 
' Akileh Maternity, 64244 1 /2 
JabaJ Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas,J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Ai-Muasher Hospital667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdafi 666126/?? 
Al-AhJi, AbdaU 66416V6 


Italian. .Al-Miihqjieen777 lO 1/3 

AI-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Spedai Surgery ..S65 ) 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
(09J983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09>900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaJ(09}9S6732 
Al Hikm a Modern Hospital 
(091990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


Hospital 


Hospital 


Hospital 


.ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08:05 Damascus tRl) 

09:25 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:15 LarancaCRJ) 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:30 JVladrid(RJ) 

17:40 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:40... Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 
19:10 ...Frankfiiit, Vienna (RJ) 

19:10 XoQdoa.Berlm(RJ) 

19:20 Rome(RJ) 

21:35 .Tunis (RJ) 

00:15 Beirut (RJ) 

01:05 Cairo (RJ) 

04:25 Singapore, Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
. INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Flights 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia Intcmatianal Air- 
port Tel (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 


09:15 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 
11:00 ...Sanaa, Hudaidah (lY) 

11:50 ........ .Kuwait (KU) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:10 Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 


'Egypt to give 


urgent donation 




to Palestinians’ ® 


13:15. 




Cairo (MS) 


13 JO .Tel Aviv (LYl 

14 JO Tunis (TU) 

14J0 Al'Arish(PF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Egyjtian PresidMt Hosni 
Mubarak promised l\iesday 
to give an “emergency dona- 
tion” to help ibe Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) in 
it$ finandai crisis caused 
Israeli sanctions, a top aide to 
Yasser Arafat said. 

“President Mubarak is mak- 
ing great efforts to ease the 
finanHal rri^is by an emer- 
gency donation to 1^ face 
the current difficult situation,” 
Nabil Abu Rudeina told 
Agence France Presse without 
specifying tbe amount of the 
donation. 

Mr. Rudeina said Messrs. 
Arafat and Mubarak spoke by 
phone Diesday a day after tire 
F^estinian president chided 
Arab countries for not helping 
the PNA through a financial 
crisis caused by Israeli sanc- 
tions. 

Israel consented Monday to 
release $30 mSUion out of 
some $70 million in taxes and 
customs which Isitteli Prime 
Minister >Bet]yamin 

Netanyahu has refused to 


hand over to the FNA since 
July 30. 

Ml Arafat told journalists 
Tuesday that the $30 minioo 

was **a good Stan but it is not 

enough. Israel must release 
the lemmndec” 

Mr. Netanyahu fioze the 
funds as part of a dumber of 
heavy sanctions on fhe 
rinians , demanding that Ml 
A rafat launch a crackdown on 
miiitancs like those bdiind tbe 
July 30 suicide bombing 
which left 16 dead in 
Jerusalem. 

Hie funds, wfaidi mal«» 
some 60 per cent of the self- 
rule authority budget are 
taxes and dutitt coUecaed 
fiom PaJestinians by Israel 
^ch is committed to then 
hand the money over to tix 
PNA. 

Mr. Arafat Monday, in a 
veiled criticism of Gulf stales, 
berated three uimamed Arab 
countries winch have refused 
to unblock a billion dollars in 
Palestinian assets fiozen since 
the 1991 Gulfwar. 




Iran: No Iraqi word on holy shrines visits 


TEHRAN (R) — Iraq has not officially infexmed Iran of its 
decision to allow visits by Iranians to Iraq's Shiite Muslim 
shrines, suspended since the start of tiie 1980-88 war, an Iranian 
official was quoted Tuesday as saying. “Ws have not been 
informed officially and tiroefore we cannot take a 
stance. We are waiting for tbe Iraqi officials to communicate the 
maner to us.” Iran's fexeign ministry spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohaxnmadi said. His comments were carried by the Englisb- 
language Iran News. Baghdad Radio on Monday smd Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein had decided to allow the visits to 
resume fiom Sept. 4. 


^Pregnant’ woman carrying anti-sterOity drugs 


CAIRO (AID — Airport customs officers on Diesd^ arrested 
a Syrian woman who tried to smuggle into ^ype 2,0()0 vials of 
anti-sterifity drugs which she had strapped to her wazsi pretaod- 
ing she was pregnant, ahport officials said. Aisha Mahmoud 
Nimr, a 26-year-old housewife, was stopped upon her arrival 
firxn Damascus on a Syrian flight after customs officials &iied 
to believe her claim tb^ she was nine months pregnani uiie&a 
luggage search did not turn up any ill^al goods, tbe woman was 
fiisked aixi officials found she 1]^ strapped to her waist 2JOOO 
vials coDinining hormones to treat sterility. 


viajs coDiammg nonnones to ixeai sienriiy. 

Saudi father spares life of son’s murderer 

V • M I «l"ll 


RIYADH (AP) — A Saudi man pardoned his son's killer 
mtxnents before be was to be behead in a public square, die 
daily Al Riyadh said Tuesday. It said Hassan Zayab fixgave 
Salem Ben Mubarak, a Yemeni convicted of fatally staNnng his 
son Tuiid, just as an e.tecirtioner was about to behead him. The 
kingdoin, which inqxTses the death penally on drug traffickers, 
murderers and rrqnsts, has executed 80 people this year. But it is 
not koowD if anybody's life has been qjared in such dramatic 
fasUon. 


Kuwaiti security seize smu^ed whisky 


KUWAIT (AFP) — Kuwaiti security has seized 215 cases of 
whisky and arrested 15 expatriates involved in smu ggling die 
UquoL vtiiidi is banned in tins conservative Muslim country, a 
riewspaper reported Tuesday. Most of the \vhisky cases, eadi 000 - 
tarning several bodes, were seized when were bemg trans- 
ported in the back of a truck, the English lan giB^ Arab limes 
said. The Egyptian driver and 14 Ban^adeshrs who helped load 
the vehicle were arrested, the paper said. 




■ z • * * 




16:20 
16:30 
17:00 
I9i30... 
20:40 
21:10.. 
21:10 
23:20 
23:25 
23 JO. 
05:15.. 
07:50.. 


Algiers (AH) 

Dubai (EK) 

J>oha (QRj 

..Isuuibul, Damascus (PK> 

...London (GA) 

.Beirut(M£) 

...Paris, Damascus ( AF) 

Jstanbul (TK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 

Ankara (TK) 

AmsterdamlGA) 


21:45 

21J0 

22:05 

23:45 


..Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ)- 

Bombay (RT) 

JDubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 


Royal Wij^ (RW) 


08:45 .Aqaba (RW) 

10:05 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
10:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

18:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

19:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

■22:20 Aqaba (RW) 

23J0 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 


07:00 . — Lamaca(R0 

09.iW Amstcrtlajii, New York (RJ) 
11:45 — Berlin, London (RJ) 
11:45 Cairo, Tunis (add) (RJ) 

11:55 Jlome(Rj) 

12:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

20:10 ....... Colombo (RJ) 

20 J5 Beirut <RJ) 

21:00 J^ew Delhi (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:15 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 
21:45 Bahrain (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:50. Lantaca (CY) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

08 JO. Amsterdam (GA) 

09:25 J.ondon (BA) 

lOriJO Damascus, Istanbul (PK) 
12:00....Hudaidah. Sanaa (lY) 

12:50 Kuwait (KU) 

13 JO Jeddah (SV) 

14ri)0 .Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

15:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

15 JO. Tunis (TU) 

15 JO Al ‘Arish (PF) 

15:50 Vieiu]a(OS) 

17:20 Shariqah(AH) 

17:45 Dubai (EK). 

17 JO Doha(QR) 

20:15 Abu Dfaabl Kanicfai (PK) 

21:40 Denpasar (GA) 

23:55 .. Damascus, Paris (AF) 
00:25 Damascus, Amsmiain (KL) 

00:25 Ankara (TK) 

04:00. Athens (OA) 

06:15 Isunbul (TK) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Amman (Marka ^- 

port) (RW) 

09:15 Aqaba (RW) 

10l30 -Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

17^45 ...J^rrunan (htoka^**^ 

port) (RW) 

18:55 .TdAvivCRW) 

21J0 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
22:50 Aqaba (RW) 
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AMMAN (Peira) ~ TheCotmeU of 
Nfinisfctii TtKsday af^sroved a di^i 
ogiecifieni. whh the Umt^ States 
v.|ni;h eounti)* has ^raated SSO hiilr. 
Uon ib 'ludp Jucdaa iaii^Iemciu a 
Micial aotT econoavc package. 

« 'fhe Cabioet uuihonsed Minister of 
Plansing. Rinia KhaUtf Io sign t^' 
agreement. 

The govemnieiH had earlier «ated 
hopes to raise JD miiUon At 
plan's iinpJemeat^uD which entail^i 
i(npro\'hig mfrastniciiire' bmiccs 
and creating 4fKonu!:generaring pni- 
jects. . ; . _ . 

The CalMiiet apjnoved 'a higher 
crafdzn^oD committee on envuoa> 
tnenud affaitSr-ebainnI by! Minister of 


MuiiicipiU and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment and grouping rainisiers 
of interior, heailh and mimical umv, 
water and irrigation, energj* and min- 
eral' resounres, agriculture, and 
tourism and aniiquides as well as 
Afinnan Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi 
and the directur genenU of the Gen- 
eral Corpuratiun for Environmental 
Protection. 

The Council of Ministers also 
approved a $32 million World Bank 
loan to nuance tourism projects; and, 
upon a recommendation from Minis- 
ter of TdtirisiQ and Antiquities .Akcl 
Biliaji, approved a $6,9 million grant 
from the state treasury lu hdp imple- 
ment the second phase of a tourism 


project in Aqaba. 

The Cabinet formed a Jordanian 
delegation to parricipuie in a confer- 
ence to be held in Vienna on Sept. 1-. 

The conference will cover the dis- 
posal of radioactive waste. 

The ministers formed a second del- 
egation to attend a World Health 
Organisation IWHO; regional com- 
mittee nioeting for the Mediter- 
ranean to convene in Tehran on Oct. 
4. 

The>’ also approved Jordan's par- 
ticipation in an internutional Arab 
tourism exhibition to be held in 
Egypt on Oct IS, 

A Jordanian annex is to be as.sem- 
bled there. 



estimate public sector staff needs 


A.M.MAN fPetra) — The 
Civil Sen'ice Coinniis^m 
(CSC) haK created 10 cbm- 
iiiiltees to estimate this 
year's staff needs.of various 
euvetnmeni deparnuenls. 
CSC President Abdulin 
Ulayao iinnounced Tues- 
Jayf . 

Ihcse comminees hav'c 
begun woricing widi differ- 
ent niimslries and govern- 
ment departments although, 
in accordance with recent 
Cabinet diieciim. very 


few Rj^inlmmts will be 
confim^ thi.s fiscal year, 
Mr. Ulayan stated. 

The commission has sent 
memoranda to various min- 
istries that they might .sub- 
mit employee requests fur 
vacant posts, prdv'ided 
these pecitjons are approved 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Sulam Majali, he added. 

. Hie CSC is expected to 
complete its work of rilling 
vacant poshioiis for Sep- 
tember and October. 


according to Mr. Ulayan, 
and 1,300 new employees 
will be hired, particularly in 
public schools. 

Many of these posts are 
vacant, due to the retUe- 
ment of employees or their 
secondment to other Arab 
countries, he maintained. 

Earlier liiis nionili. iJie 
Council of Ministeni circu- 
lated insmictioiis to vwuus 
government depaitmenis 
and ministries, mandating 
that ihc.se follow an austeri- 


ty programme and desist 
from creating Job vacan- 
cies. 

The Cabinet also stipulat- 
ed dial existing vacant 
po.sts be annuiled unless 
deemed urgent. 

The circular instructed 
the ministries lu reduce 
operaiionul cosls, refrain 
from renting new ofllces, 
and reduce allocations for 
ovenime wwk. transport 
and employee bonuses. 


Local firms secure JD 3.083 m 
contract for work at Dead Sea 


AMMAN tPetra) — Two 
Jordanian Anns Tuesday 
secured a JO 3.083 million 
contract to implement . 
infrastnicture projects in 
the Sweinieh area on the 
eascern coast of the Dead 
Sea. 

In signing the contrucl. 
Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Munther Haddadin 
affiniied thtf the Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA), 
responsible for developing 
the Jordan Valley, has 
intensiriedl^QOS oyer the. . 
past , two attract 

toiiri^ investments. 
niAabiyuiprovrdfnglhw- 
peutica! services at facili- 
ties near the Dead Sea. 

The JVA has already 
finalised a comprehensive 
plan for regional develop- 
ment as well as designs 
and tender documents, Dr. 
Haddadin explained. 

Zakariya Ihrawneh 
extractors and the Coop- 
erative Contacting Com- 
pany will finish inriastnic- 
niie work within a time 
period of 300 days, he 
added: 

The conbnet stipulates 
that the two firms build 



Minister of Water and Irrigation Montber Haddadin signs JD 3.083 million contract 
stipulating the implementation of infrastructure projects in the Sweimeh area on the 
eastern coast of the Dead Sea (Petra photo) 


roads and drainage canals 
along a three-kilometre 
area in which area the 
hotels are to be constnicted 
as well as water, electricity 
and telephone networks. 


according to the minister. 

. Also Tuesday, Dr. Had- 
dadin'signed a supervisory 
contract on the implemen- 
tation of a tender for the 
rirst phase of the infra- 


stiuctuFc plan. 

. The supervision of the 
rirst phase will be imple- 
ment^ by the local rirm 
SiiT at die cost of JD 
^,000. 


WHAT’^sS Man claims to have killed 
GOING sister for reasons of ^honour’ 
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By Rana Husseini 
Jordan Tim^.r Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A 20-year 
old woman was Tuesday 
shot and killed by her 
younger brother in the 
Qweismeh area of 
Amman, in what the 
assailant alleged was a 
crime of honour, an offi- 
cial source said. 

According to the source, 
the suspect. Rami Arafat, 
17. shot bis sister, Rania, 
seven times in the head, 
killing her instantly, then 
tamed himself in to police. 

The source told the Jor- 
dan Hmes that the victiih 
met an Iraqi man diree 
months prior to the inci- 
dent and had “an illicit 
a^air with him.” 

*The woman informed 
her family that she was in 
love with this man, but 
they insisted on marrying 
her to her cousin, and so 
she eloped with the Iraqi 
man to an area in Jerash," 
the source said. 

He added that the two 
spent 20 days together 
before their apprehension 
by police last month 
. vriiereupon they were 
placed in detentioiL 
'‘Rania's uncle signed a 
guarantee that his relative 
would not be harmed, and 
she was reunited to her 
family who forgave her on 
the conditional basis that 
she marry her cousin.’' the 


source said. 

However, on Monday, 
he mmntained, the woman 
told her -family that she 
wanted to visit her “lover^ 
in prison, and that, subse- 
quent to her declaration, 
“they plotted to kill her.” 
“Rami told his sister that 
he would accompany her 
to the prison to visit her 
lover, and. en route, he 
withdrew a gun, given to 
him by hi.s father, and shot 
his sister in the head." the 
source maintained. 

Rania became the 17th 
woman reportedly killed 
in a crime of honour iu the 
Kingdom since the begin- 
ning of the year. 

Man kills wife 

.Also on Tuesday in the 
Nazzal neighbouihood of 
Amman, a 70-year-old 
man struck and kUled his 
wife with a hammer, an 
official source maintained. 

The suspect, identified 
as Khalil Mahmoud, 
struck . Im 40-year old 
wife. Wr^a' Mohanunad, 
twice on her head with a 
hammer while she Slept, 
the source said. 

He said that Mah- 
moud claimed to have 
killed his wife as she 
attempted to bar him from 
the house. The suspect had 
registered the house in his 
wife’s name. 

'^e suspect claimed 


that his wife cursed him 
and attempted to evict him 
from the house and so he 
killed her," the source 
said. 

However, he said that 
one of the couple's three 
daughters informed police 
that she did not bear any 
argument between her par- 
ents. and that her mother 
was sleeping when the 
incident occurred. 

The source maintained 
that the suspect also 
claimed that his wife had 
had an illicit affair with 
her cousin and “that is 
why I killed her." 

Criminal Prosecutor 
Imad Kilani will interro- 
gate both suspects 
Wednesday, the source 
said. 

Men charged ynth 
arms smuggling 

Meanwhile, State Secu- 
rity Prosecutor Fawaz 
Utoum Tuesday charged 
four men with illegal 
import of arms to the 
Kingdom, an official 
source said. 

Hie source said the four 
men, whom he declined to 
identify, were apprehend- 
ed near the Iraqi border, 
while attempting to smug- 
gle 18 machineguos and 
33 pistols. 

If convicted, the four 
could face the death penal- 
fy, he sakL 


Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Tuesday confers with a visiting Senegalese envoy on bilateral relations and 
r^onal developments. Dr. Majali received a message, to bo delivered to His Majesty King Hussein, from Sene- 
galese President Abdou Diouf. The two also discussed recent regional developments (Petra photo) 

‘Agricultxiral roads stem urban migration’ 


.AMMAN (Petra) — 'Hie S.OOO square kilometre urea of 
agriculmral roads built in Jordan o\er the past 15 years, has 
encouraged fanners and inhabitants of rural regions to 
return 10 their lands and cultixaie them after years of 
neglect. Minister of Public Works and Housing Noser 
Lowzi affirmed Tuesday. 

Agricultural roads, built in the past 10 \cur:> at the cost of 
JD .32.5 million, have enabled formers lu Iran spun (heir 
products for sale in market places and thereby stymied 
ufhon migrations, he added. 

Construction of agricultural roads is being effected in 
coordination with local councils and agricultural depan - 
ment directors in various govemorates. Mr. Lawzi assened. 

The ministry is transponing 300 heavy machines nation- 
wide to help inaugurate or maintain agricultural roads, and 
contracts are normally awarded only to local contractors 
and finns. he explained. 

Mr. Lawzi enumerated that JD 2.4 million has been allo- 


cated for agricultural road construction work, and JD 2.5 
million as wages for the approx imuiely 6LN.1 workers cur- 
rently employed in same. 

However, the minister maintained that. :is the mujoriiy of 
allocations for agricultural roads are taken from the state's 
ffscaJ budget, which he de.scribeJ as "meagre" this year, 
some of the roads have been pa^cJ. while o'hers are mere- 
ly din roads. 

Out of the total area of agricultural roads built in the post 
10 years. 2,400 squ:ire kilometre roads were unpuved. he 
added. 

According to Mr. Law/i. the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing is assembling 15 agricultural roads at an over- 
all cost of JD 54,690.237. Nine of these projects are being 
financed through the treasury, and tlie rest through ioarcs 
from the European Investment Bank. Japan and (he Arab 
Fund for Social and Economic Developmcnf. he conclud- 
ed. 


Inf I conference on Jerusalem to begin today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ah international 
conference covering ways to protect 
Jerusalem from Israeli settlement 
plans, as w'ell as the formulation of a 
popular strategy to defend the holy 
city, is slated to begin today. 

Ihe cxference is being hosted by 
the Jordan National Committee to 
Defend Jerusalem (JNCDJ), a collec- 
tix of opposition party personalitis. 
headed by Al Mustaqbal Secretary 
Genera] Suleiman Arar. 

Over 2,000 people from Jordan and 
Palestine have been invited, and, ear- 
lier this month, JNCDJ Spokesperson 
Ishaq Faiiian confirmed that IW par- 


ticipants from the Arab World, and 20 
from the international community 
would be participating. 

Dr. Farhan described the conference 
as based on several premises, among 
which are: that agreemei)L^.sigged by . 
Arab governments do not represent or 
respond to Arab Islamic national inter- 
ests and are therefore non-binding; 
that die conference partici^^ts reject 
the abandonment of Jerusalem and 
reject any recognition of Israeli rule 
over the city; and that the conference 
will serve as a nucleus for an Arab 
Islamic and iniemational front to con- 
front the deterioratins situation in the 


holy city. 

Invitees to the conference include; 
Coptic Pope Shenuda II. the Grand 

' Sheikh of Al Azhar Mohammad Save!' 

^ 

Tantuwi. former Egyptian Chief of 
j3taffii.3aad Al ;.Pin 5haU,..,/:tirnier 
Lebanese Prime Minister SoJeem 
Hoss, former Algerian President 
Ahmad Ben Bella and others. 

The preparatory cxminuttee of the 
conference will submit two papers at 
the conference, one of which is u .surat- 
egy of popular action and a second 
which is a "charter" on Jerusalem 
expected to be circulated to Islamic 
communities worldwide for signature. 


nr. 


Theologian lauds Arab-Israeli dialogue 
as method of joint understanding 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special la the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab-lsraeli peace 
talks have spurred another son of dia- 
logue, which, according to one schol- 
ar, is essential for better knowledge 
and understanding between the two 
peoples. 

The dialogue in question is inter- 
faiih and inter-cultur^ in nature. 

Id a recent visit to Jordan. Director 
of the Interreligious Coordinating 
Council in Israel (ICCI) Dr. Ron Kro- 
nish described dialogue as essential. 

“It doesn't necessarily solve every 
problem, but when one is faced wdth a 
situation of no contact for years and 
decades, xe has to try to know the 
other on different levels,” he asserted. 

Dr. Kronish detailed the importance 
of inter-cultural and inter-religious 
dialogue for the achievement of peace. 

Within the structure of an inter-reli- 
gious and inter-cultural dialogue, peo- 
ple from different backgrounds and 
faiths sit down at the same table to find 
common ground in stimulating peace- 
ful relations. Dr. Kronish told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Once common values are highlight- 
ed. then inter-faith and inter-cultural 
dialogues can gain impetus by delring 
into more controversial and topicid 
issues, he explained. 

“Dialogue does not function solely 
to [endlessly] emphasise common val- 
ues,” one inter-faith studies scholar 
affiimed. “It should move on to deci- 
sive issues after breaking the ice." 

Dr. Kronish believes that there are 
two levels to dialogue. 

“One level is about intellect and 
knowledge,” he asserted. “It’s useful 
for the I^aelis to know more about the 
Jordanians, the Palestinians, and the 
history and culture of each [people], 
but it is not enough to gain this sort of 
knowledge through books.” 

Therefore, the second requirement, 
be said, stipulates meetings and per- 
sonal encounters. 

Dr. Kronish contends that dialogue is 


considered a solid foundation of 
peace-building when scholars and 
intellectuals ore willing to sit down 
and discuss controversial issues of 
mutual concern. 

Intellectuals believe that dialogue 
should initially focus on eradicating 
mi.sconcepiixs about the other, he 
maintainfi^, and that highlighting com- 
mon values, historical relations and 
traditions of tolerance eliminates mis- 
understandings and .stereotypes. 

Dr. Kronish postulated that religious 
sebolars and intellectuals agree chat 
dialogue must initially be limited to 
specialists. 

When an optimal solution is reached 
through negotiation, he said, the 
debate should be put to the public. 

Dr. Kronish, himself a rabbi, assens 
that there is no use of holding this sort 
of dialogues behind closed doors. 

"When you work with the elite — 
there is a multiple effect as they can 
influence other people.” he said. 
“Whether these people include the 
media, or educators, they can reach 
others and have a multiplied effect 
which will trickle down into society.” 

He confirmed the existence of over 
300 groups working on Arab-Jewish 
coexistence in Israel, describing the 
role of these groups as “the supple- 
mentary peace process.” 

Dr. Kronish distinguished between 
dialogue during peace agreements and 
dialogue promoting peaceful relations. 

Peace treaties, he said, involve diplo- 
matic manoeuvres aimed at £ittaining 
peace agreements. 

“Peace agreements* are hard 
enough,” the ^bi attested. “You have 
lawyers and diplomats hammering out 
agreements They sign them and then 
go back to their deslcs.” 

“The work of peaceful relations, 
however, is long-term, taking years 
and maybe decades.” he added. 

In the spirit of promoting peaceful 
relations, there have been several new 
developments in the inter-faith field in 
Israel, Dr. Kronish affinned. 

Over the last five years, a Jewish- 


MusMm dialogue begun for the first 
time, and operates at differenr levels 
aiming to give each party a better per- 
spective of the other, he elucidated. 

Another topic, according to Dr. Kro- 
nish, is the role Jewish-Muslim-Chris- 
tian dialogues can play in peace build- 
ing. 

in 1 996, a think-tank entitled “Com- 
mon Values, Different Sources” joined 
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim schol- 
ars and educators living in Israel, he 
said. "The aim [of the conference] was 
to study how each religion approached 
peace, justice, and tolerance." 

In 1995. Palestinian and Israeli 
scholars initialled a series of seminars, 
under the theme “Learning About the 
Other in the Pe;ice Era.” 

The dialogue focu.sed on (he require- 
ments of peace for the years ahead in 
terms of educating one other in cultur- 
al, religious, sociological and psycho- 
logical spheres. Dr. IGonish said. 

He admitted that "[we Jo not have] a 
perfect peace, but i( is a form of peace 
which is better ihiin no peace." 

“We have a long w'ay lo go. and now 
we must think of ways to [fully] edu- 
cate each other if we are going to know 
each other as individuals, as peoples, 
as members of religious faiths,” he. 
added. 

Dr. Kronish affinned that inter-reli- 
gious and inter-culiuraJ dialogues have 
been surprisingly successful and car- 
ried out in good faith. 

Although, often the political context 
has worked against this dialogue, he 
asserted. 

However, some people have shown 
vision and interest in using inier-reli- 
gious and inter-cultural dialogue in 
peace building, he noted. 

“it's a difficult process. Many peo- 
ple are needed to normalise relations, 
psychologically. religiously. and 
[scholastically].” Dr. Kronish conclud- 
ed. “These people are needed to tackle 
issues relating to a better understanc]- 
ing of the other, overcoming decades 
of stereotypes, of hatred, and seeing 
the other as the enemy." 
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Tajikistan government claims 

• ^ 

victory over warlord’s forces 


DUSHANBE (AFP.) — The 
Tajik govern meni claimed 
victory Tuesday over rebel 
warlord Makhmud Khudo- 
berdiyev, saying his ar- 
moured bngade had been 
crushed and nearly all of his 
Hoops had sunendered in 

, southwestern Tajikistan. 

\ “The mutinous forces 
■- have been crushed. Nearly 
' all of them ha\-e laid down 
their arms and surrendered, 
and their heavy weaponry' 
has been seized." presiden- 
tial spokesman. Zafar Sai- 
dov said. 

There were unconfirmed 
reports that Colonel Khudo- 
berdiyev and several dozen 
of his armed supponers had 
crossed the mountains into 
neighbouring Uzbekistan. 
Mr. Saidov told AFP. **We 
hope that the Uzbek side 
will fulfil its pledge that if 
the group crossed the border 
they would all be disarmed. 
We hope they w'ill hand 
them over to Tajikistan." he 
said. 

No confirmation of the 
government claims was 


available from the rebel 
side. 

Earlier a Defence Minis- 
try spokesman said Tajik 
government troops had 
clashed with Col. Khudo- 
berdiyev and about 50 of his 
followers in Oiiziken. a tiny 
village on the border with 
Uzbekistan. preventing 
them fleeing the country. 

Last week the Uzbek 
authorities promised not to 
allow any elements of Col. 
Khudoberdiyev's mutinous 
brigade into Uzbekistan. 

Col . tChudoberdi yev. an 
ethme ’ Uzbek, was the 
strongest warlord in south- 
western Tajikistan before 
his abortive advance on the 
capital Dushanbe on Aug. 9. 
which triggered a counter- 
offensive by government 
troops against his strong- 
hold in Kurgan-Tyube. Pre- 
sidential defence advisor 
Mizrob Kabirov told Inter- 
fax news agency that more 
than 500 troops from Col. 
Khudoberdiyev's elite bri- 
gade had surrendered to the 
government troops. 


But 300 to 500 of Col. 
Khudoberdiyev’s men had 
dispersed in small groups in 
the mountains of southwest- 
ern Tajikistan, and Col. 
Khudoberdiyev's where- 
abouts were still unknow'n. 
he said. 

Before the assault by gov- 
ernment troops backed by 
heavy artillery and heli- 
copter gunships. Col. Khu- 
doberdiyev's brigade w-as 
the strongest military for- 
mation in this Central Asian 
republic, with 1,500 troops, 
tanks and other armoured 
vehicles. Mr. Kabirov said. 

(fol. Khudoberdiyev's ar- 
mdur was seized in the Ga- 
roiliti area and on the app- 
r^hes to Kabodiyon. 
kilpmetres south of Dusban- 
bej Mr. Saidov told Interfax. 

Mr. Kabirov told Interfax 
thqt some rebels bad fled 
toward Aivadzh, on the bor- 
der with Afghanistan. 

l|Tie presidential aide said 
there were losses on both 
sides, but be could not give 
an exact figure. 

Last Wednesday Col. 


Khudoberdiyev was 

stripped of his command, 
and although he first an- 
nounced he had agreed to 
step down, he then showed 
new defiance, ordering gov- 
ernment troops to leave 
Kurgan-Tyube. 

After negotiations col- 
lapsed, he moved his ar- 
moured brigade out of its 
main base just south of 
Kurgan-Tyube and set up a 
new headquarters near the 
Tajik-Uzbek border. 

Col. Khudoberdiyev was a 
commander 'm die Popular 
Front which brought Mr. 
Rakhmonov to power in 
Dushanbe in 1992, ejecting 
a government of democratic 
and Islamic forces. 

He then I took part in the 
five-year civil war against 
the Islamic guerrillas exiled 
in neighbouring Afghanis- 
tan. I 

His rebellion last week 
appeared to be partly in pro- 
test at a recent peace accord 
signed between Mr. Rakb- 
monov and the Islamist 
opposition. 


Ground broken for nuclear 
reactors in North Korea 


SEOUL (R) — An interna- 
tional consortium broke 
ground Tuesday for a land- 
mark nuclear project in 
Communist North Korea 
that officials in South Korea 
and the West have said is 
key to preserving stability' 
and peace on the peninsula. 

"Officials at North Korea's 
project site have informed us 
that the ground-breaking 
ceremony started at 2:00 
p.m. as scheduled," one 
Seoul government official 
told Reuters. 

"Key KEDO officials 
delivered speeches and 
there was a symbolic blast," 
he said. 

Nine nations and the 
European Union are partici- 
pating in the project to build 
two 1 ,(XX>-megawatt light- 
water reactors in North 
Korea in return for 
Py'ongyang’s promise to 
fi^ze and eventually dis- 
mantle its suspected atomic 
weapons programme. 

The official said about 200 
people, including diplomats, 
journalists. South Korean 
contractors and officials of 
the Korean Peninsula Ener- 
gy Development Organisa- 
tion (KEDO). wimessed the 
breaking of ground. 

KEDO is an international 
consortium, led by the 
United States, South Korea 
and Japan, responsible for 
financing the reactors to be 
built in the northeastern 
town of Kumho. 

Stephen Bosworth. the 
U.S. executive director of 
KEDO. said Tuesday’s cer- 


emony had political impor- 
tance as it would help estab- 
lish the consortium's credi- 
bility. 

"This ground-breaking 
ceremony... marks the fulfil- 
ment of a promise — a 
promise made over two 
years ago by the Republic 
of Korea, Japan and the 
United States." Mr. 
Bosworth said in a prepared 
speech, text of which w-as 
made available to Reuters. 

"As we are all aware, the 
light-water reactor project 
was initiated to help ensure 
the peace and security of a 
denuclearised and war-ffee 
Korean peninsula,” said 
Chang Sun-Sup. chief 
South Korean representative 
for the project. 

"It is the promising prod- 
uct of a concerted interna- 
tional effort to realise these 
ideals on the Korean penin- 
sula." 

KEDO, formed in 1995 
by Washington, Seoul and 
Tokyo under a U.S. -North 
Korean agreement in 1994, 
was later expanded to 
include Australia. Canada, 
Chile, Finland, Indonesia, 
New Zealand and the 
European Union. ' 

Mr. Bosworth told 
reporters that Washington 
had contributed a total of 
$80 million to $90 million 
to KEDO in the past two 
and a half years to supply 
fuel oil to the North and 
planned a further $30 mil- 
lion in fiscal 1998. 

"This is not on insignifi- 
cant amount of money, but 


when you measure it against 
what we gain, it is a bar- 
gain." he said. 

The West had suspected 
that Pyongyang had secured 
enough plutonium to build 
one or two nuclear bombs 
and could try to sell them to 
a terrorist group to earn hard 
currencies needed to rescue 
the impoverished state from 
an economic crisis. 

Under the 1994 deal, the 
West is due to provide fuel 
oil until the $4.5 billion 
light-water reactors are in 
place. 

Before KEDO puts the 
vital reactor cores in the 
new reactors to be built over 
the next se\'en to 10 years, 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, the U.N. 
nuclear watchdog, must 
give North Korea a clean 
nuclear bill of health. 

"They have to come clean 
before they get the guts of 
the reactors." said Joel Wit, 
deputy director of the U.S. 
State Department's Office 
of Korean Affairs. "If they 
don't come clean, ±ey get a 
concrete building and that’s 
iC he added. 

South Korean officials 
called the ground-breaking 
"a historic event." 

They said ±ey hoped the 
project would help reduce 
tensions on the Korean 
peninsula and lead to other 
cooperation between Seoul 
and Pyongyang, which have 
been locked in a cold war 
confrontation since the 
1950-53 Korean War. 


5. Korean president orders defence 
budget increase due to Northern threat 


SEOUL tAFP) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sara Tuesday 
ordered an increase in the 
defence budget for next 
year because of the threat 
of war from Communist 
North Korea. 

"As tension continues to 
exist between South and 
North, military moderni- 
sation and the boosting of 
morale of (troops) are 
more important than 
ever," a presidential aide 
quoted Mr. Kim as telling 
Finance and Economy 
Minister Kang Kyong 
Shik. 

Mr. Kim ordered Mr. 
Kang to increase next 
year’s defence budget by 
more than five per cent, 
the aide said. 

South Korea's defence 
spending in the 1996 bud- 
get was 12.7 trillion won 
($14.2 billion) and 
accounted for around 22 
per cent of government 
spending. 

The order was given a 
few hours before the his- 
toric ground-breaking cer- 
emony for the construc- 
tion of two light-water 
reactors in North Korea 
where Koreans from the 
South and North Korea 
stood side by side, along 


with Americans and 
Japanese. 

A militaiy and civilian 
drill also took place 
Tuesday in a public park 
in Seoul as part of an 
annual South Korean- 
United States training 
e.xercise to evaluate and 
improve combined mili- 
taiy preparedness against 
attaci^ from the St^inist 
state. 

Finance Minister Kang, 
who is also the deputy 
prime minister, presented 
an interim report to Mr. 
Kim explaining that the 
1998 budget growth rate 
faced pressure as the 
nation's tax revenues are 
likely to drop consider- 
ably due to the economic 
slump gripping the nation. 

Mr. Kang explained that 
it was “inevitable that the 
government will have to 
significantly curtail origi- 
nally-planned budgets for 
education, rural develop- 
menL infrastructure and 
defence." Yonhap quoted 
Mr. Kang as saying. 

Hie border between 
South and North Korea 
remains one of most tense 
and heavily armed in the 
world as both sides are 
still technically at war 
since the 1950-53 Korean 


Wot ended in the signing 
of a truce and not a peace 
treaty. The regularly 
scheduled combined U.S.- 
South Korea military 
e.xercise, involving some 
16.5(H) U.S. Hoops and an 
undisclosed number of 
South Korean troops, 
began Monday and is 
scheduled to go on for two 
weeks. 

Tuesday's joint military 
and civilian drill was sim- 
ulating a chemical attack 
from the North, involving 
chemical warfare Hoops 
and rescue teams. 

U.S. and South Korean 
militaiy officials said 
should the North launch a 
war, it would sian off by 
bombarding the south 
with chemical agents from 
artillery and multiple 
rocket launchers. North 
Korea has a stock of an 
estimated 1.000 tonnes of 
chemical agents. 

Defence Minister Kim 
Dong-Jin said Monday the 
possibility of The north 
provoking a war was more 
likely than ever, as it 
miahi seek to use militarv 
measures to escape acute 
food shortages and inter- 
nal discontent. 


Seoul 
police raid 
house of 
defector to 
N. Korea 


SEOUL (R) — The house 
of a South Korean religious 
leader who defected to 
Communist North Korea 
last week was raided by 
police Tuesday on suspi- 
cion he might have been a 
spy for the North, a Seoul 
official said. 

Oh Ik-Jae, who served on 
a presidential advisory 
group, surfaced in Pyong- 
yang Friday and read a 
statement revealing his 
intention to defect. 

The official, who dec- 
lined to be identified, said a 
search warrant for the 
defector's home was 
sought "to determine whe- 
ther ob had conducted pro- 
North Korean activities.’’ 
Mr. Oh, 68. was a found- 
ing member of ±e main 
opposition National Cong- 
ress for New Politics, head- 
ed a 130-year-oId Chon- 
dokyo religious group in 
the South until 1995 and 
served on the Advisory 
Council on Democratic and 
Peaceful Unification, a 
presidential body. 

A senior police official 
told Reuters it was likely 
oh had been summoned by 
Pyongyang to defecL 
He also said Pyongyang 
could have used the defec- 
tor's wife and daughter 
who live in the Nor^ to 
pressure Mr. Oh to act as a 
spy. 

The religious leader was 
bom in the North and came 
to the South leaving his 
famil y behind before the 
1950-53 Korean War. 

'His defection looks like 
a propaganda ploy to make 
up for the defection of 
Hwang Jang-Yop," the offi- 
cial said. 

Mr. Hwang, the highest- 
ranking Pyongyang official 
ever to flee North Korea, 
arrived in Seoul in April 
via China and die PhiUp- 
pines. 

Mr. Hwang has warned 
the South that there are 
North Korean Moles 
among high-ranking Seoul 
officials, and authorities 
said an investigation has 
been under way to verify 
Mr. Hwang’s testimony. 

Oh arrived in Pyongyang 
Friday by train for “perma- 
nent residence", according 
to Pyongyang’s official 
Korean Central News 
Agency’s tKCNA). 

South Korea’s state tele- 
vision broadcast North . 
Korean TV footage show- 
ing ob stepping out of a 
train at Pyongyang railway 
station. 

Id an arrival statement, he 
hailed North K<»:eaa leader 
Kim Jong-U as a hero and 
slammed the Sou± Korean 
government for pursuing 
policies hampering the 
reunification of the Korean 
peninsula divided at the end 
of World War B. 



Filipino boys take a dip in flood waters as torrential rains turned low-Ijing areas in Manila into rivers. Go^^rmnent 
offices and financial markets closed due to the monsoon rains (Reuter photo) 

4 die, thousands evacuated in Philippine floods 


MANILA t AFP) — Most of 
the Philippine capital was 
under water Tuesday as 
severe monsoon flooding 
killed at least four people 
and led to the evacuation of 
thousands here and in other 
parts of the country, offi- 
cials and radio reports said. 

Manila has borne the 
brunt of monsoon rains 
since Monday, with almost 
SO per cent of the sprawling 
metropolis under up to 
neck-deep water, the reports 
said, forcing officials to 
close schools and govern- 
ment and private offices. 

The Philippine Stock Ex- 
change and the Philippine 
Dealing System where for- 
eign currency trading takes 
place were also closed. 

Philippine Airlines can- 
celled flights to Jakarta. 
Kuala Lumpur, Singapore 
and Fukuoka as well as 19 
domestic flights, the com- 
pany said. The Manila 
Aii^rt tower said some 
other international flights 
were diverted or cancelled. 


Olive Luces, spokes- 
woman of the National Di- 
saster Coordinating Coun- 
cil, told AFP that 1.7CK) 
families, or an estimated 
10,200 people, were evacu- 
ated to school buildings due 
to rising flood waters in the 
districts of Maiikina. Tondo 
and Paco. 

Another 782 families, or 
about 4,700 persons, fled to 
evacuation centres In the 
suburban town of Malabon 
and the province of Rizal 
just outside the capital, the 
Red Cross said. 

Radio reports said one 
person drowned in Manila 
Tuesday and two others 
died in the southern city of 
Davao Monday when a dike 
was breached. A 20-year- 
old man was electrocuted in 
Malabon when a tripped 
live wire fell on a flooded 
street, the reports said. 

Ms. Luces said flood war- 
nings have been issued to 
residents in some towns in 
the provinces of Pangasinan 
and Pampanga north of 


Manila. Several Pampanga 
towns are threatened by 
mud flows from Pinatubo 
Volcano. 

In Manila, thousands of 
people were lefr stranded in 
offices and vehicles over- 
night due to Che flooding. 

There were large- Haffic 
jams blocking streets 
throughout the Philippine 
capital after driving rain hit 
the city early Monday after- 
noon and continued through 
the night. 

Many workers who braved 
the floods to get home 
Monday did not get home 
until Tuesday morning, 
while thousands of others 
chose to spend the night in 
offices and bars. 

Many people spent the 
night scooping out water 
from their f1<^ed homes 
with plastic pails and other 
container's. 

Calls from irate com- 
muters filled morning radio 
talk shows, denouncing the 
government for lack of 
manpower to untangle traf- 


fic jams, and a shortage of 
buses to ferry stranded com- 
muters. 

Others complained that 
taxi drivers were chaiging 
exorbitant rates even for 
short-distance rides. 

Many callers used the air- 
waves to let their families 
know where they were, and 
one caller said a wedding 
had to proceed in Quezon 
City without the godparents 
who were caught in traffic. 

A radio reporter said he 
was able to reach home — a 
normal two-hour ride — 
only after 16 hours. An AFP 
reporter who left the office 
at 2 a.m. in the hope that 
traffic jams had cleared, 
arrived home six hours later. 

The rains continued Tues- 
day and the government 
alerted nav'y frogmen, am- 
phibious vehicles and trucks 
to help in the evacuation 
and pickup stranded com-- 
muters. Defense Undersec- 
retary Felciano Gacis said. 


U.N. to reveal evidence against Serb police 


BANJA LUKA (AFP) — 
U.N. police were Tuesday 
expected to give details of 
evidence of human rights 
abuses found during a two- 
day inspection of the police 
headquarters of this Bos- 
nian ^rb town. 

Teams of UJ4. Internatio- 
nal Police Task Force 
(TPTR officers moved into 
tbe headquarters under 

NATO escort Sunday after 
tbe building was taken over 
by special police loyal to the 
Bosnian Serb President 
Biljana Plavsic. 

Ms. Plavsic said Monday 
she had no involvement in the 


operation that revealed bug- 
ging equipment, 200 tapes 
and transcripts of conversa- 
tions which she said had been 
made by a police team in the 
headquarters loyal to her 
hardline rivals in the Bosnian 
Serb capital Pale. 

Observ'ers said tbe raid by 
her special police Sunday 
had ousted the police com- 
manders of the headquarters 
who had until that moment 
been loyal to former Serb 
president and indicted war 
criminal Radovan Karadzic. 

The headquarters was the 
scene of the alleged death in 
custody of Hassan Kova- 


cevic, a Muslim man, last 
July, the U.N. said. 

U.N. spokesman Alan 
Roberts said Monday he 
could give no details of what 
his officers found in their 
investigation but that they 
were looking at evidence 
beyond what one would 
expect a main police station 
to require with regard to 
usual police operations. 

Late Tuesday his investi- 
gators and 50 British NATO 
Hoops who had been guard- 
ing the downtown head- 
quarters building with ar- 
moured vehicles withdrew. 

Some police re-occupied 


the building but a group of 
approximately 50 officers 
standing outside said they 
were unsure whether they 
were DOW taking orders 
from Ms. Plavsic, who has 
made this Western town her 
stronghold, or the Ministry 
of Interior based in the east- 
ern town of Pale. 

"We don't know, it’s up to 
the guys with grey stripes 
on their shoulders (offi- 
cers)." said one policeman. 
But he confirm^ that the 
police unit responsible for 
bugging and wiretapping 
had now gone and was not 
expected back. 


Japan urges Burma to meet opposition party 


RANGOON (Rl — A 
Japanese Foreign Ministry 
official met top Burmese 
military leaders and urged 
the government to continue 
talking with the Democracy 
Party led by Nobel Peace 
Laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi. a Japanese embassy 
source said Tuesday. 

Hie source said Mosahiko 
Koumura. Japan's state sec- 
retary for foreign affairs, 
met Burma's top military 
intelligence official. Lieu- 
tenant General Khin Nyunt, 
Monday. 

“Mr Koumura expressed 
Japan's appreciation of sec- 
retary one's (Khin Nyunt) 


meeting with National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) chairman U Aung 
Shwe in July and urged him 
to continue such meetings," 
the source said. 

He also said Mr. Koumura 
suggested the NLD should 
be included in the constitu- 
tion drafting process. 

Mr. Aung Shwe and Gen. 
Khin Nyunt had an unprece- 
dented meeting last month 
where the rwo sides dis- 
cussed various issues, a go- 
vernment official said. 

He said further talks 
might be held. 

Ms. Suu Kyi has called on 
the rating State Law and 


Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC) for dialogue since 
being released six 

years of house arrest in July 
1995. 

SLORC has never res- 
ponded. 

NLD officials said the 
meeting with Gen. Khin 
Nyunt last month did not 
constitute dialogue because 
Ms. Suu. Kyi was not inc- 
luded. 

Ms. Suu Kyi angered 
SLORC when she pulled 
the NLD out of the National 
Convention in Nowmber 
1995, saying the process did 
not represent the will of the 
people. 


The National Convention 
of mostly hand-picked dele- 
gates is drafting guidelines 
for a new constitution and 
has been meeting inierrait- 
lenily since January 1993. 
The last time the convention 
convened was more than a 
year ago. 

The NLD won more than 
80 per cent of the seats in a 
1990 election but SLORC 
refused to recognise the 
resulL 

Mr. Kou mura. who ar- 
rived in Rangoon on Aug. 
17, is due to leave Burma 
Tuesday. 


Evacuation planned; tremors stir Montserrat Volcano 


OLVESTON (R> — Earthquakes shook the ground beneath 
the brewing Montserrat Volcano Monday as Britain said it 
would evacuate residents who wanted to leave the stricken 
(Caribbean island. 

Scientists monitoring the Soufriere Hills Volcano in the 
island's south said the tremors could build to a new eruption 
and a huge explosion could not be ruled out. 

Officials said a forced emergency evacuation from the 
island, now partially a wasteland blanketed in ash. was not 
necessary. Montserrat is a dependent British territory. 
Britain, which has committed more than $66 million, to dis- 
aster aid. will organise a voluntary evacuation os a safety 
measure, they said. 

International Development Minister George Foulkes gave 
the go-ahead to the evacuation. 

“Evacuation is expected to start later this week. 
Monserratians ore expected to go to other Caribbean islands 
and the U.K., although some may go elsewhere," the 
International Development Department said in a statement 
in London. 

The evacuation will be by sea in ferries to Antigua and 
oiher islands in the Leeward islands chain. The British war- 
ship HMS Liverpool is anchored offshore from Montserrat 
CO help coordinate iL 

“Our role will be to assist in marshalling the femes in and 
out of the jetty at iinie bay. We'll also lend a hand onshore 


In organising and registering people." Captain -David 
Snelson told Reuters by phone from the warship. 

Residents said there was little sense of panic on the island, 
known as the Emerald Isle both because of its lush vegeta- 
tion and in homage to its Irish early settlers. 

"A lot of people are planning to stay." said Jim Harris, the 
American owner of the Providence Estates Hotel in Sl 
P eter’s. "People are very resilient. They haven't tossed in 
the towel yeL I'm amazed. They want to stay because they 
love it, because they have no other place to go. whatever. 
Expatriates and Monserratians." 

Most of the inhabitants who have braved the volcano’s 
increa.sing activity since 400 years of dormancy ended ‘in 
July 1995 are crammed into the north. Fresh eruptions in 
June left at least 19 people dead and earlier in August vir- 
tually destroyed the capital. Plymouth. 

The danger zone W'as expanded northwards over the 
weekend to include Salem, the largest town still inhidiited 
since Plymouth was abandoned. 

"Salem has now become vulnerable because tbe explo- 
sions are likely to get larger. If the rocks are hot when ffiey 
reach Salem they can cause fires," government spokesman, 
Herman Saigeani said. 

Residents could enter Salem, on the western edge of the 
Centre Hills, by day but must leave by nightfall, Clive 
Mansfield, staff officer in the governor's office, said. 
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Bitiidiiig$. in a moantainous area of eastern Taipei are on the verge of collapse after strong winds and loireotial rain 
bronglit on by typhoon Wiimie triggmd iand^des (Reuter plioto) 


bodies 


TAIPEI (Agencies) — Res> 
cue wtvkers dug 'through 
the mlAie of aiatge housing 
complex Tuesday in a des- 
per^ search for 13 people 
buiied in a wall of nW 
unleashed when Typhoon 
Wiimie -smtek Taiwan a day 
earlier. 

The (teath toll from (he 
typhoon stood at 29 Tues> 
day, with 16 others still list- 
ed as missii^. Ei^t>'-three 
pet^e were also injured. 

R^uers at the collapsed 
bousing complex uncovered 
the Ix^es of .a man and 
child in die ruins of a five- 
.storey building at dawn 
Tuesday. “They were found 
huddled together;' a fire- 
fighter said. 

Thineen others were still 
thought to be buried in the 
wreckt^e of the complex at 
Hsid^ 20 kilometres from 
Taipei^ which collapsed 
under a Typhoon-triggeted 
landslide of water and mud. 

Police said rescue woiic 
progressed dqwly as res- 
cuers feared inbre collapses 
might take place. 

Tliiiteen bodies have been 
dug out from . rubble and 
rescueis said they feared 
there was little hope for 
those still buried. 

“i have two other children 
left inside,** a tearful woman 
told local television after 
she was saved Monday by 
workers and troops using 
electrical saws and bulldoz- 
ers. 


Fif^ xvsidents were also 
injured at the complex. 

Premier Lien Chan visited 
the site Tuesday, ^ying be 
had asked 'goveromem 
agencies to investigate the 
r^ths. 

“We will never shirk 
respimsibnity if the Interior 
Minisuy' is found rcspon.si- 
blc,** said Interior Minister 
Ycb Chin-Feng. 

The collapse occurred 
when a concrete fence built 
to bold buck dirt and rocks 
from a nearby hill collapsed 
under strong winds and 
heavy rains brought by the 
Typhoon. 

Some 90 fnnilies in the 
1.000-household complex 
were affected and residents 
blamed human error. 

Construction experts said 
initial evidence indicated 
the residence complex may 
have been poorly toilt. 

“We spent a large sum of 
money to build our homes 
here. But what now?“ said 
an elderly resident 
' Police Tuesday also found 
the bodies of two men and a 
woman in the Hsintien Ri- 
ver winding through Taipei. 

Another major landslide 
occurred in the Taipei sub- 
urb of Tienmu, where a 
family of seven was buried 
early Monday when their 
home collap^ under the 
weight of mudslides. 

Only one person survived. 
“I heard a big bang, and 
then 1 found 1 was in the 


mud,*’ .said Lee Chih-Chicn, 
the sole survivor. 

In Neihu. 10 kilometres 
outside central Taipei, res- 
cuers discovered tluee bod- 
ies in a basement flooded by 
rising waters. 

Residents were caught 
unprepared as the floodwa- 
ters n)se to two meters. 
“This area has never been 
ilvH)ded before,” an uniden- 
litlcd resident local televi- 
sion. 

Relatives of the three vic- 
tims demanded local and 
central government ofl1cial.s 
to assume full responsibili- 

ty- 

Premier Chan was tsooed 
when he visited that area 
Tuesday. “Don't let him 
go,” angry residents shout- 
ed, unfurling banners ask- 
ing him to step down. 

In eastern Ilan County, a 
man drowned in a river after 
he went fishing despite 
weather warnings, and ano- 
ther man fell to his death 
from B building. A third 
death was reported in the 
county but no details were 
available. 

A' 70-year-old man was 
also crushed to death by 
falling rocks, offieials said. 

Typhoon Winnie had bat- 
tered Okinawa befcHU swee- 
ping through northern parts 
of the island and then mov- 
ing on towards the Chine.se 
mainland. 

It hit the mainland Mon- 
day as strong winds and 


high water killed several 
people, toppled houses and 
flooded towits, local offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

The Typhoon hii the east- 
ern province of Siejiang at 
9.30 p.m. Tuesday, the 
Xinhua news agency said. 

Detailed damage reports 
were not immediately avail- 
able but local officials said 
several people were killed 
and many more injured as 
Uie Typhoon battered Zhe- 
jiang's cities and towns. 

Powerful waves battered 
down a sea wall and cap- 
sized boats in Wenliu City, 
where the typhoon made 
landfall, and floods washed 
through the city, damaging 
about 1,000 houses, said an 
ofTidoi of the municipal 
flood control headquarters. 

At least one person in the 
ci^ was killed, the official 
said, but gave no details. 

In Jinhua City, about 2(X) 
kilometres inland, floods 
ravaged a municipai county. 
At least one person was 
killed and the typhoon con- 
tinued to rage Tuesday 
morning, officials said. 

Officials also reported 
deaths in the provincial cap- 
ital of Hang^ou, but they 
declined to give details. 

Shortly after the typhoon 
arrived, Chinese Pr^ident 
Jiang Zemin hod ordered 
officials to fight the typhoon 
and Co take port in relief 
work to minimise losses. 
Xinhua .said. 


U.S. to back Canadian land mine ban initiatiye 


JBDGAKTOWN (R) — The 
United States Monday threw 
its ^poft behind a 
Canadian-backed process 
ainied ai a global ban on and 
personnel iuui mines, sayir^ 
a UJf.Gonfei^ce in Geneva 
bad fiiiled to make {Hogress. 

“Tte United Stkes will 
participate in the Ottawa 
process n^otiations on a 
treaty banning anti perronnel 
land mines," ^d a White 
House, statement issued on 
the idand . of Martha's 
Vineyard,, where President 
Bill ClimoD was on vacation. 

The CImton adnuxiisiration 
has been, accused by critics 
at JxaiK and abroad of drag- 
ging its feet on the boL 
has been opposed by 
militsBy command^ wis^ 
ing to retain the weapons in 
the U.S. arsenal. 

“T dunk the American sup- 
poit will ^ve (die. drive for a 
ban) .^momentmiL,” Edward 
McVflunney, parliameniaxy 
secretary to Canada's Fo- 
reign Mmsto: Lloyd Axwor- 
thy, told. Reuters. “It’s good- 
news; fm- Canada and the 
world community.” 

■ U.S. officials predicted 
tough negodadoDS as Wa- 
shington insists on an excep- 


don for the Korean peninsu- 
la, where it has 37,000 
troops in South Korea facing 
the threat of a possible inva- 
sion from Cormrainist North 
Korea. 

it also wants to delay a ban 
on 'Ismart” land mines, 
which self-destruct after a 
set dme p»iod, und! it has 
developed alternative wea- 
pons. Washington also wants 
to keep clusters of mines, 
including both and-person- 
oel and anti-vehicle mines. 

U.S. officials estimate 
9.600 people are kiUed by 
land fuines wmidwide every 
year and 14,000 are wound- 
ed. double the number of 
injuries logged in 1980. 

The Cmiadian initiative 
promises a treaty by the end 
of the year ban^g the use, 
export, production and 
stpekpUing of anti-personnei 
land mines, it doe not cover 
anti-vehicle or anti-tank 
mines. 

Mr. ■ Clinton had rejected 
the Canadian initiative in 
January, saying it left little 
room for exceptions sought 
by U.S. comman- 

ds. Instead, be had used the 
U.N. Conference on 
Disarmament in Geneva as 


(he focus of U.S. policy. A 
White Hmise official, who 
asked not to be identUied, 
said U.S. officials had con- 
cluded there was not enough 
progress in Geneva in the 
last six montlLS. 

More than 100 countries 
engaged in the Ottawa 
process will meet in Oslo on 
September 1 to discuss the 
treaty. At that meeting, 
Washington will argue 
strongly for an exceptiem for 
Korea, State Department 
Spdeesmon James Rubin 
said. 

“ft strikes us as a perfectly 
reenable exception where 
you have a United Nations- 
generated force in a uraque 
situation where there are 
unique dangers.” Mr. Rubin 
said. 

“Anti personnel land mines 
at this point are the only 
tools that ... our military 
believes can protect us from 
that genuine danger on the 
Korean peninsula,” be told 
reporters. 

He said the United States 
would be looking to improve 
the proposed treaty’s verifi- 
cation provisions. 

Army Col. Richard 
Bridges, a Defence Depart- 


ment spokesman, said the 
United States cmild seek to 
put off a ban on the use of 
smart mines pending devel- 
opment of a substitute. 

“We will not be signing a 
treay that does not protect 
our national security inter- 
ests," he told Reuters. “What 
we are looking for is an 
ugreement involving time, so 
t^ sman anti-personnel 
mines could be us^ in the 
interim.” 

But Mr. Rubin appeared to 
differ. He said, “'we will not 
be seeking on exception, 
contrary to a lot of raping 
on this, for so-called smart 
land mines.” 

Some critics of the U.S. 
stand were sceptical, sug- 
gesting that by urging exeqj- 
tions. Washington might 
undermine the drive for a 
total ban. 

Steve Goose, programnie 
director for Human Rights 
Watch arms project, told 
Reuters he feared U.S. nego- 
tiators might barm the 
process and Washington’s 
image in Oslo. “With these 
conations, 1 would fxefer 
for the United States not to 
go,’* he said. 


3 Russian peacekeepers taken hostage in Georgia 


TBILISI (R) — Three 
Russian peacekeepers serv- 
ing in the forma' Soviet ret- 
pubtic of Georgia have been 
taken hostage, the Russian 
embassy said T\iesday. 

Embassy spokesman 
Aleksm Savinski said that 
two officers and one soldier 
had b^ taken captive by 
GeoigiaD gunmen near the 
town of Rnkhi, in a security 
zone between Georgia and 
its breakaway province of 
Abkhazia. 


The 1,500-strong Russian 
peacekeeping force patrols 
a buffer zone between 
Georgia and Abkhazia. The 
two sides fought a bloody 
ethnic conflict in 1992-93. 
Abkhazia has run itself as a 
de facto independent state 
ever since but has not 
gained intemanonai recog- 
nition. 

Thmaz Nadarishvili, bead 
of the former Georgian- 
injg railed government in 
Abkhazia now in exile, said 


the hostage-takers were 
demanding the bodies of 
two Georgians be claimed 
had been killed by Abkhaz 
police units on the Abkhaz 
side of the buffer zone. 

He gave the surnames of 
the two dead men as Gagua 
and Bodzhgua but disclosed 
no further details. 

. Violent incidents are com- 
mon in the security zone 
and both the Russian peace- 
keepers and the Abkhaz 
blame Georgian sabotage 


groups for a spate of mine- 
laying incidents and other 
armed attacks. The Geor- 
gian government says it has 
no control over the' groups. 

Georgian President Ed- 
uard Shevardnadze has 
vowed to regain control 
over Abkhazia but he and 
separatist leader Vladislav 
Ardzinba signed a joint dec- 
laration last week disavow- 
ing the use of force to 
resolve the issue. 


Royalists in last-ditch battle 

for Cambodia border bastion 


CHONG CHOM (AFP) — Royalist forces fought a last- 
ditch battle Tuesday for their stronghold at O Smach as 
troops backing Cambodian strongman Hun Sen pushed 
them against the 'Diax border. 

Senior mUitairy officials in Phnom Penh claimed that Mr. 
Hun Sen’s men had overrun and c:q>wed the royatist bas- 
tion at 1:15 p.m.. but eyewitnesses said it was still in royal- 
ist hands at 4 p.m. 

W'hiltf forces loyal to Prince Norodom Ranariddh dug in 
along a ridge some three kilometres south of O Smach, mil- 
itary analysts said it was only a matter of time before they 
were routed by Mr. Hun Sen’s superior numbers and fire 
power. 

Shelling in the morning gave way to automatic arms and 
rocket-propelled grenade fire in the afremoon as the from 
lines drew nearer, witnesses said. 

They reponed fresh clashes to the east amid reports from 
Phnom Penh that the royalists were moving away from O 
Smach toward the village of Ta Titm, a former anti- 
Vieuiomese resistance centre. 

Thai authorities moved more than 20,(XX} Cambodian 
civilians inland and away from danger Tuesday after open- 
ing the border Monday night. Some estimates put the num- 
ber of refugees as high as 35j000. 

A steady stream of mainly women and children straggled 
into a makeshifr camp at Huay Chaeng during the day. car- 
rying bundles of belongings and occompani^ by pigs and 
other livestock they had managed to save. 

Most had been fmced to walk from tbe Thai-Cambodion 
bonier to the camp some five kilometres inland because 
there was insufficient transpon for the large numbers. 

The site was a holding area only, with summary facilities, 
underscoring Thailand's reluctance to accept the burden of 
long-term refugees. 

In Bangkok, Thai Prime Minister Chaowalit 
Yongcfaaiyudh said Tuesday the Cambodians would not be 
accorded refugee status. “Ws wiU take them for humanitar- 
ian reasons only," he told reporters. 

“Thailand will take care of tbe people and will send them 
buck when the flghtuis stops. They have to go back.” Mr. 
Chaowalit said. 

Major General Chirasak Prommt^xikoin, commander of 
Thailand's Suranari Tusk Force, said he could not estimate 
how much longer the fighting would go on. 

“We don’t know, ft d^nds on the situation,” he said, not- 
ing thitt serious lighting would follow any bid by IVince 
Ranariddh’s FUNCINPEC troops to recapture a strategic 
hilltop south of their current ridge line defences which they 
lost Monday. 


The civilians cro.s.sed from O Smach in a five-hour opera- 
tion which was put on hold around 2 a.m. 

The flood overnight slowed to a trickle during the day 
Tuesday, but Surin Governor Uihaipun Snguansermsri 
expected more to arrive. 

He said between 2U.OOO and 30,CXX) Cambodians had 
already cro.ssed into Thailand, while the Suranari Task 
Force conunander said UNHCR officials hud counted 
33.000 crossing overnight and believed 2,000 more bad 
entered Tuesday. 

Those who could walk crossed the two kilometres silent- 
ly in pitch darkness cany ing rheir possessions bundled onto 
bicycles, motorcycles and ox cans, trudging up a steep hill 
before cutting through 200 metres of thick Jungle to reach 
the checkpoint. 

Many of Uie heavily laden cans tipped over and several 
a.\les broke over the rough terrain. Once near the check- 
point Thai soldient come out to help lead them to safety. 

One Cambodian aid worker stood with clenched fists and 
in tears at the border watching the stream of civilians, ask- 
ing: “why doesn’t the U.N. help? ... They spent all this 
money and you call this peace?" 

The Thai military meanwhile moved reinforcements to 
the border to prevent any spillover from the fighting. Major 
General Chirasak said Thai forces would tire warning shots 
first but would protect themselves if targeted. 

Hiai sources estimated the number of royalist soldiers at 
about 2,000. supplemented by their new allies from the dis- 
integrating Khmer Rouge. The exodus of refugees came as 
Prince Ranariddh was urged to call a ceasefire and end the 
fighting. The prince met Philippine Pre.sident Fidel Ramos 
in Manila Monday, in an effort to gamer suppon for his 
return to Cambodia. 

“i must be allowed, in a safe and sound manner, to go 
back home as legal and elected prime minister of 
Cambodia,” he told a news conference. 

Meanwhile Hun Sen Tuesday threatened to resign from 
his powerful political party if its membership did not follow 
him. 

Mr. Hun Sen. who is the vice president of the Cambodian 
People’s Party (CPP), warned the party would collapse 
without him. 

“1 will ... walk away from the patty if all of you don’t fol- 
low (me) and if 1 walk out from the Cambodian People's 
Party, all of you w'ill fall backward because you need (sup- 
port) from Hun Sen.” he said in a speech broadcast on state 
radio. 

Mr. Hun Sen's comments appeared to be aimed at head- 
ing off any potential rifts in bis ex-Coinmunist CPP. 


Two more 
New York 
cops held 
in Haitian’s 
torture 


NEW YORK (R) — Two 
more New York City police 
officers were arrested 
Monday to face charges in 
the arrest and alleged beat- 
ing of a man who said he 
was sexually tortured while 
in police custody, authori- 
ties said. 

Police Commissioner 
Howard Safir said tbe two 
officers arrested Monday 
were being held for alle- 
gedly assaulting Haitian 
iminigiant Abner Louima 
befme he was taken to the 
police precinct house. 

Mr. Safir identified the 
officers as Thomas Wiese, 
33, and 171011135 Bruder, 31. 
They were charged with 
assault aixl criminal posses- 
sion of a weapon — the 
police radios they allegedly 
used to beat Mr. Louima. 

>^^ese and Bruder were 
arraigned in Brooklyn cri- 
minal court and each re- 
leased on S25,(XX} bail. 
Their auocney argued that 
neither one of them bad been 
identified by tbe victim. 

Four officers have now 
been arrested in the aD^ed 
Ang. 9 assault that higfali^t- 
ed charges of police brutali- 
ty in minority communities. 

Officials said that two 
officers who were arrested 
last week and have been 
formally indicted in New 
York State Supreme Court 
could also face federal civil 
rights charges. 

U.S. Attorney Zachary 
Carter told reporters that 
authorities in New York 
were working with the 
Civil Rights EMvision of the 
Justice Departmrat in 
Washington on a pielimi- 
naxy investigation. 

“Among the most disturb- 
ing aspects is that ooe or 
rotxe officers are alleged to 
have conunmitted an act of 
almost Incomprehensible 
d^xavity within a police 
precinct in af^iaient expecta- 
tion that they could get away 
with it,” Mr. Carter said. 

Mr. Louima, a security 
guard, was taken into cus- 
tody after a brawl outside a 
nightclub in die early hours 
of August 9. He told inves- 
tigators tiiat Jie was kicked 
and beaten by police then 
taken to the 7Cto Precinct 
House in Brooklyn where 
be was tortured with the 
wooden handle of a toilet 
plunger in the Bathroom. 


U.S. denies designing new nuclear arms 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Energy Department denied 
Monday that it was design- 
ing new nuclear weapons or 
breaking a global test ban, 
after the release of a report 
that laid out its plans for 
preserving the U.S. nuclear 
arsenal. # 

Tbe agency’s report was 
sought as evidence in a law- 
suit brought by anti-nuclear 
and Green groups, challeng- 
ing the government’s plan 
for maintainin g its nuclear 
arms. 

“The U.S. has no require- 
ment for new we^x>ns types 
and is not designing new 
wesqx>ns types,” said Energy 
Department spokeswoman. 
Carmen MacEfougall. 

The government is spend- 
ing abwt $4 billion a year 
on the stod^ile programme, 
'more than it ^pent on war- 
head develt^xnent and pro- 
duction at ^ height of the 
cold war, according to a stu- 
dy by tiie Natural Resources 
Etefence Council, which re- 
leased the Energy Depart- 
ment’s report. 

Critics of the weapons 
programme argue that it 
violates the Comprehensive 


Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) 
that the United States and 
145 other countries signed 
last year, but which tbe U.S. 
senate has yet to ratify. 

The Clinton admiiustra- 
tion insists that the test ban 
allows simulations of nuc- 
lear e.xplosions and replace- 
ment of weapons parts to 
ensure that the arms retain 
their firepower. 

“As we understand the 
treaty, the treaty does not 
ban such modificatioos.” 
Robin Staffin, deputy assis- 
tant secretary of the Energy 
Department’s Weapons Re- 
search and Development 
Programme, said in a con- 
ference call with reporters. 

But the Natural Resources 
l>efence Council claimed 
the gove 

*The U.S. government has 
adopted a less than candid 
approach ... to the CTBT 
objective of ‘constraining 
the development and quali- 
tative improvement of nuc- 
lear weapons and ending the 
development of advanced 
new types, of nuclear wea- 
pons,’” the study by Chris- 
topher Paine a^ Matthew 
McKinzie said, citing lan- 


guage in the treaty. 

Mr. Staffin compared the 
weapons work to putting 
new parts into an old car, 
saying the Energy Depart- 
ment was not making the 
arms more powerful or eas- 
ier to deliver, but was mak- 
ing sure that chemical reac- 
tions inside the warheads or 
corrosion did not degrade 
them over time. 

Any repackaging of 
weapons is meant to 
“rebuild them as close as 
you can. The yield is basi- 
cally the same,” he said. 

He said the Energy De- 
partment’s alterations to the 
B-61 strategic bomb, recent- 
ly reported in the press, had 
not improved the overall 
U.S. weapons capability but 
allowed the B-61 to accom- 
plish what it was meant to do 
with a newer warhead. 

The U.S. district court for 
the District of Columbia 
last week rejected a request 
by the anti-nuclear groups 
to suspend the Ener^ 
Department’s programme 
wl^e tbe lawsuit against Che 
government proceeded. The 
groups now awmt a full 
schedule for the case. 


Sri Lankan forces resume 
bid to capture highway 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
I iinkan tTDops Tuesday 

resumed tiieir campaign to 
ciq)ture a vital highway in 
northern territory held by 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) rebels, mili- 
tary officials said. 

I^antiy soldiers supported 
by planes, helicopter gun- 
ships, tanks and artillery 
be^ moving forward from 
eaffier held positions north 
of Vavuniy^ which lies 
some 220 kilometres north 
of tbe capital Colombo. 

Details of the military's 
advance were not immedi- 
ately available, but the 


troops launched the cam- 
paign in-May to capture the 
88 kilometres highway that 
links the government-held 
town of Vavuniya to 
KUinocbchi. 

The government is seek- 
ing to capture the highway 
to ensure a land route to the 
Jaffna Peninsula, where 
more than half a million 
Tamils live. At present all 
supplies are taken to Jaffna 
by sea or air. 

On Aug. 7, two divisions 
of tix)ops linked up south of 
Puliyaiikuiam town, 22 kilo- 
metres north of Vavuniya. 

One division of troops 


had moved northwards 
from Vavuniya, while the 
other from northeastern 
Nedunkeni. 

The operation “Jaya 
Sikuru” (sure of victory) 
had slowed down after thr^ 
rebel ' counterattacks in 
which scores of rebels and 
soldiers were killed. 

The LTTE are fighting for 
a separate homeland for 
minority Tamils in Sri 
Lanka’s north and east in a 
war which began in 1983. 
The government says more 
chan S0,(XX) peo ple have 
been killed, but LTTE say 
the is toll higher. 


Australian scientists cut solar energy costs 


CANBERRA (R) — 

Australian scientists said 
Tuesday they had developed 
a revolutiraiary process that 
could halve the costs of 
solar energy cells and bring 
cheap, clean power to tbe 
country’s oatteck. 

Scientist Andrew Blakers 
told Reuters tbe new cheap- 
er cells could be in jnroduc- 
tion within three years, 
offering a viable alternative 
to diesel generators in 
remote Anstr^ian areas and 
communities in small devel- 
oping nations. 

“We are still very much in 


tbe research and develop- 
ment phase,” said Mr. Bla- 
kers, of the Engineering and 
Information Technology Fa- 
culty at Canberra's Austra- 
lian National University. 

“But with appropriate 
investment by government 
and investment bodies we 
could be in production in 
three or four years compet- 
ing vigorously against 
diesel fuels." 

The potential application 
for the new system was 
widespread, but it was 
envisaged that those areas 
not covered by the electrici- 


ty grid, which were reliant 
on the transportation of 
diesel for their generators, 
would benefit mosL 

Other than the initial cost 
of the new solar system 
there would ideally be no 
need for any further finan- 
cial ouday, particularly 
since there were no moving 
parts and no need for main- 
tenance. Mr. Blakers said. 

The new “epilift” process 
allowed the cheap produc- 
tion of the most expensive 
component of solar cells, 
tbe silicon wafers. 
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Unity at critical time 

IN HIS address to the nation delivered while on 
a visit to Tafileh Monday, His Majesty King 
Hussein stressed that there was no sense in lim- 
iting the newly opened .dialogue between the gov- 
ernment and the opposition to only one political 
party or group of political parties whether they 
are for or against holding the elections undercur- 
rent circumstances and conditions. His Majesty’s 
words truly reflected the growing consensus in 
the country on the need to expand the basis of the 
dialogue to include all shades of public opinion 
similar to what was done just before concluding 
the National Charter in 1991. 

What has to be reached quickly, though Is an 
agreement on the modalities for conducting the 
dialogue. In theoiy, the government should think 
in terms of convening a national conference dur- 
ing which various opinions would be aired and 
debated. Reconvening the conference which 
adopted the National Charter could be one option 
to achieve that goal. But convening such a large 
gathering would require much preparatory work 
and there is very little of it left before the Nov. 4 
elections. Alternatively, then, the country could 
think in terms of convening an inter-party con- 
ference in the presence of the governmenL Again 
there would be serious problems here since any 
such gathering would require first a lengthy 
process for the elaboration of rules of procedure 
to govern its debate and the decision-making 
process. 

This effectively leaves us with one remaining 
option and that is to hold informal meetings 
between the government and tbe various political 
parties on how best to conduct tbe elections. The 
principal bones of contention dividing the poUti-- 
cal parties on election-related issues have already 
been identified as tbe existing Press and 
Publications Law and the application of the one- 
person, one-vote formula in isolation from pro- 
portional representation. The controversy over 
the peace treaty with Israel is no longer over its 
validity but rather on its application at a time 
when Israel is frustrating all efforts to push for- 
ward the peace process on the Palestinian, Syrian 
and Lebanese fronts. 

There are several ingenious ways to bridge the 
gap between the parties on proportional repre- 
sentation including increasing the electoral dis- 
tricts to ensure tbe representation of remote areas 
and all religious groups without interfering with 
proportional representation per se. Waiting for 
the resolution of the Palestinian question may 
take many more years during which the constitu- 
tional requirements for equal treatment of citi- 
zens and proportional representation cannot be 
held in a state of Umbo. 

In weU-estabUshed democracies, controversial 
legislation related to free and fair elections are 
invariably adjudicated before a constitutional 
court. Unfortunately we still do not have such a 
court in Jordan and nothing is being contemplat- 
ed for its creation. Given the existii^ constraints 
on a true and bona fide national dialogue and the 
absence of an effective judicial machinery to pro- 
nounce its Judgement on all troubling laws, the 
government must bend backwards to accommo- 
date public demands on issues that are most basic 
to holding free and fair elections. The country has 
the right to expect from its government to do 
what is necessary to preserve national unity and 
cohesion especially at this critical moment in our 
modern history as a nation. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE DECLARED Palestinian boycott of Israeli 
goods will not cause the Israeli economy to col- 
lapse but will no doubt hurt the Israelis as it will 
deprive them of a huge market for their products, 
according to Fuad Abu Hijleh. a writer for A1 Arab 
A1 Yawm. The boycott, although coming late, is 
the right decision and part of Palestinian people's 
reaction to the siege which Israel has been clamp- 
ing on them in a bid to stor%'e women and children 
and stifle the spirit of resistance, said the writer. 
While boycotting the Israelis, the Palestinians 
realise too well that tliey are alone in the arena and 
their moves will not find a favourable response or 
backing from the Arab states which are totally 
under the domination of the United States which 
has been clamping an unjust and criminal embargo 
on 20 million Iraqi citizens, said the writer. He 
added that the Palestinians are alone in tbe arena, 
but they are determined to resist and fight back the 
Israeli-U.S. policies. According to the writer, the 
Palestinian boycott, no matter how much it will 
hurt Israel, remains weak and requires Arab sup- 
port in the form of boycotting Israel politically and 
economical Iv and throudi refraining from holding 
Uie Doha economic summit to prevent Israel from 
participating in its sessions. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James J. Zogby 


^By decoupling political and security issues, the U.S. 
appears to undercut the very basis of the Madrid process’ 


THERE ARE both posi- 
tive and negative features 
to the U.S. initiatives to 
restart Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiatioDS. On the neg- 
ative side is the obvious 

shift in the logic of the 
admi ni stration's 
approach to peace that 
formed tbe underpinning 
of both of Secretary of 
State Madeleine 

Albright's speech and 
Ambassador Dennis 
Ross' mission to the 
Middle East 

By decoupling political 
and security issues and 
prioritising the security 
dimension, the new U.S. 
approach appears to 
mimic the tine of tbe 
Netanyahu government. 
It also appears to under- 
cut the very basis of the 
Madrid process first 
enunciated by President 
Bush in 1991. Bush 
called for simultaneous 
realisation of peace and 
security, terming the 

“realisation of 

Palestinian rights’* and 

the “guarantees of 

Israel's security" the 

“twin tests for peace," 
both of which, he stated, 
were a function of each 
other and both of which 
needing to be achieved to 
ensure the other. 

While U.S. officials 
now insist that tbe 

Palestine National 

Authority must act first 
to provide Israel's securi- 
ty, they, both privately 
and publicly, surest that 
such a position is neces- 
sary both to restore trust 
with the Israeli body 
politic and to provide 
political cover for U.S. 
pressure on Israel to stop 
settlement construction 
and enter into good faith 
final status negotiations. 

The need for “political 
cover” is, of course, a 
reference to the increas- 
ingly anti-Palestinian and 
anti.-peace positions 
being taken by the U.S. 
Con^ss and the majori- 
ty of nainstream national 
Jewish organisations. 
These groups have 
increasingly sharpened 
their attack on the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and 
President Yasser Arafat 
not only pressing Israel's 
demands but even going 
so far as to accuse the 
PNA of complicity in the 
recent bombing attacks. 

While the administra- 
tion’s position on the 
security question might, 
therefore, seem to be a 
necessa^ and pragmatic 
stance, it is dangerous as 
well; as one" official 
noted. “We can only help 


push the Israelis if Arafat 
helps us.” 

First, by focusing on 
the alleged Palestinian 
failure in the security 
area, tbe a dmin istration 

fuels an azgument they 
are seeking to diffuse — 
mainly that Arafat’s fail- 
ings in this area make 
him somehow responsi- 
ble for the bombings in 
Jerusalem. 

Second, by itemising, 
as the secretary of state 
did, tbe steps the U.S. is 
requiring the PNA to 
talre, namely, increased 
information sharing and 
cooperation with Israeli 
agencies, detecting and 
deterring future terrorist 
acts, seizing arms, arrest- 
ing those accused of ter- 
rorism (and not releasing 
them) and “desti03ang 
the infirastrucTure of ter- 
rorism” — the U.S., is 
both placing unrealistic 
demands on the PNA and 
setting them up for fail- 
ure. 


security situatioa, the 
Israelis may not be fully 
satisfied but tbe U.S. 
could still nctfe “positive 
Jesuits” thereby low- 
ing the secretary of 

state's political missron 

to begin. 

It is important to state 
that ihe U.S. standard for 
positive results must, 
however, be lower than 
the Israeli demands or 
the items outlined in the 
secretary’s speech, since 
the PNA is in no political 
position to take those 
extreme measures. 

Another danger in 
decoupling security and 
political issues is the 
power that such separa- 
tion gives to the e.xtrem- 
ist groups that would use 
terror to sabotage the 
peace process. Given this 
new logic of “security 
fet”, each terrorist 
action plays right into the 
hands of the Israeli and 
Palestinian extremists 
who want to end die 


to do more than they 
were politically able to 
do (and not to press them 
to take measures that 
would result in a funher 
erosion of human rights). 

She insisted that the 
political issues would be 
addressed and that she 
would press the Israelis 
against unilateral acts 
that violated the 
logic of a negotiating 
process. All she was 
requiring, she insisted, 
was th^ the security 
environment be 

improved and security 
cooperation be restored 
before she felt comfort- 
able enough to begin her 
political mission. 

These positions were 
elaborated upon in dis- 
cussions with White 
House and State 
Department officials fol- 
lowing Ambassador 
Ross' mission to the 
Middle East revealed 
much the same positions. 
These officials repealed 


Another danger in decoupling security and politi- 
cal issues is the power that such separation gives to 
the extremist groups that would use terror to sabo- 
tage the mace process. Given this new lo^c of 
^^security each terrorist action plays right into 
the hands of the Israeli and Palestinian extremists 
who want to end the process. ” 


It must be observed that 
the compromise worked 
out by Ambassador Ross 
may produce a more 
acceptable approach to 
moving forward on the 
security issue than what 
was demanded by the 
Israelis or what was ini- 
tially outlined by 
Secretary Albright By 
establishing a tripartite 
panel of U.S. CIA, Israeh' 
Shin Bet and Palestinian 
Preventive Security rep- 
resentatives to vet infor- 
mation and evaluate 
progress, the Palestinians 
may not be subjected to 
unilateral Israeli 

demands or judgements. 
Such aj^el, moderated 
by the CIA, might allow 
the U.S. to make its own 
assessment of tbe 
Palestinian's perfor- 
mance in security mat- 
ters. If tbe U.S. initiative 
is, in fact, a good faith 
effon to ease the 
Palestinian's secority 
burden and if the PNA 
can make what the U.S. 
views as a “reasonable 
effort” to improve the 


process. 

A final concern that 
must be noted as result- 
ing from this decoupling 
has been a deepening of 
Arab concern and even 
distrust of the U.S. role 
and tbe commitment of 
the Clinton administra- 
tion to pursue an even- 
handed approach to the 
peace process. While tiie 
U.S. is focused ' on 
rebuilding Israeli- 
Pdestinian trust and neu- 
tralising Israeli (and U.S. 
right-wing opposition to 
a just peace, it has 
severely weakened its 
standing in the Arab 
World). 

We raised these con- 
cerns with the secretary 
of state during a confer- 
ence call she had with 
some Arab American 
leaders the morning of 
her speech. We urged her 
to avoid playing tbe 
“blame game” with 
President Arafat, to 
maintain tbe link 
between security and 
political progress and to 
not press the Palestinians 


their insistence chat the 
PNA must show real 
effort to tbe security front 
as a prerequisite to fur- 
ther movement in the 
process. 

They said that prior to 
the Jerusalem bombing, 
the administration was 
working on developing 
an initiative to press the 
Israelis on ^ctlemencs 
and other ISSU& so' as to 
restart talks. At the same 
time, they said'they were 
warning the PNA to 
move on security issues 
since there was concern 
that a bombing attack 
would derail the U.S. 
efforts. 

Now, following the 
Jerusalem bombing 
attack, these administra- 
tion officials concluded 
that security must be 
addressed firat so that the 
secretary can begin her 
political mission. They 
insist that if the security 
test is passed, the secre- 
tary Will bring real pres- 
sure to bear on Israel to 
stop settlements in 
Jerusalem and the West 


Bank to fulfil agreements 
on the port and airport for 
Gaza and the West Bank- 
Gaza safe passage route. 

At tbe same time, these 
officials make clear ihat 

the U.S. engagement in 
final status calks will be 
real and substantive. 
They point to the presi- 
dent and secretary of 
state's assertions that the 
peace process must be a 
two-way street and note 
that the U.S. will bring to 
the negotiating table a 
vision of what both sides 
should do to move final 
status talks to a success- 
ful conclusion. 

With all this said, how- 
ever, several questions 
remain. Assunung that 
the security tests are 
passed and the secretary, 
in fact, comes to' the 
region, how vigorous 
wOI she be in pursuing 
the Israelis to make 
meaningful concessions 
to restore Palestinian 
confidence? Will U.S. 
sensitivities to domestic 
politics and to internal 
Israeli politics allow for 
real public pressure on 
Israel? 

If the U.S. plan to 
speed up final status talks 
is to be a serious effort to 
reach a settlement, how 
engsged would the U.S. 
be in the process? Since 
the Palestinians lack any 
meaningful leverage La 
negotiations, how 

assertive wiU tbe U.S. be 
to assist them in achiev- 
ing their minimal nation- 
al aspirations? And will 
the Palestinians be left 
alone at tbe table to face 
the Netanyahu dictate of 
an “AUon+” plan as their 
future? Or will tbe U.S. 
be as assertive in insist- 
ing on the Palestinian 
ri^t to full sovereignty 
and security as they have 
been in pressing A^s to 
recognise Israel’s sover- 
eignty and security? 

i^d one final big ques- ' 
tion: even if the U,S.' 
presses Israel and deliv- 
ers on its commitment to 
see the peace process be 
a two-way street, will or 
even can, the Netanyahu 
government meet the 
minimum Palestinian 
requirements on settle- 
ments. statehood, 

Jerusalem, refugees and 
land and water rights? 

With regard to tbe 
Likud government's abil- 
ity to make peace. I have 
serious doubts. With 
regard to the U.S. role, I 
may not be as pessimistic 
as some, but I will need 
to see clear signs of fol- 
low through before I can 
be listed as an optimist. 


LETTERS 


Continuing the myth 


To the Editor: 

HAVING READ Michael Jansen's article on the suicide bombings and 
then Karen Kataline's letter “Killing is barbaric'' (Jordan Times. Aug. 
19. 1997), in which she expresses “astonishment” at Ms. Jansen’s draw- 
ing explanations for these bombings, prompts me to add a few obser- 
vations. , 

Ms. Jansen’s article was not an attempt I felt to whitewash, in any 
way, tbe suidde bombings that have occurred, but rather to debunk the 
myth chat Israeli propaganda has cried to perpetuate (and has success- 
fully done in the 'West) that the main problem out b^ is violent people 
that do not want peace and that the P^estine National Authority (PNA) 
is providing them refuge and giving them a free hand. Tbe article 
demonstrated that every bombing was linked to provocative acts by tbe 
Israeli government. 

For Ms. Katalme to draw a comparison with Umochy McVeigh, when 
she says “I'm sure Timothy McVeigh has what he thinks is an explana- 
tion too,” is sheer nonsense. McVeigh was a fanatic acting almost alone. 

While most civilised people condemn barbaric acts, certainly one can 
understand why there is a fundamental difference between the current 
crisis of the Palestinian people and McVeigh's protest against the way 
American government dealt with the Branch Davidian cuIl While only 
a few people will ever strap bombs to themselves and blow themselves 
up in a restaurant, there are many people who can be pushed towards at 
least active resistance (rock throwing), and many of these people, if 
provoked further, to a level that is more violent Timothy McVeigh is 
far from tbe average Pales tinian growing up in a camp under occupa- 
tion rule who sees less and less hope in the normal diplomatic chaimeis 
and no future for himself. 

Unfortunately, these acts play into the hands of the right-wing Israeli 
government that is able to convince the West, as always, that the fun- 
damental problem is “security” and dealing with hostile Arabs, and that 
when “Ai^at gets his act together*, we can talk about peace, all the 
while trashing the peace process and provoking the Palestinians to fur- 
ther acts of violence, thus perpetuating the raytij. 


Bob Robertson 
Amman* 


Slowing down reproduction 


To tbe Editor: 

THE AUG. 14 opening of Hard Rock Cafe (a posh Anglo-American 
bar) in Amman marks yet another division between Jordan's rich and 
poor. On one hill of Abdoun stands a multi-million dollar project enter- 
taining folks making up to $50,000 a month; half a mile away, another 
hill, ironically overlooking the cafi^, houses the so-caDed Abdoun 
Village, whose inhabitants make a trickle of that figure. 

In its feasibility study, the project owners took into consideration that 
about 215,000 Jordanians make a combined income of $2.50 billion a 
year, making them valued customers. They also took in consideration 
that over half of Jordan's population is too poor to afford such luxury 
as eating outside their homes, thus excluding them as potential cus- 
tomers. 

Indeed, the rich have been investing in different projects, not least in 
wonderful hotels and night spots, enhancing Jord^’s economy which 
posted a real growth of 5 per cent over the past year, despite the upset 
of the 1990 Gulf war. Tbe poor, on the other hand are unable to buy 
life's mere necessities, let alone investing in productive projects. They, 
tbe poor, are burdening the economy with a huge and chronic labour 
supply, increasing unemploymeDt and reducing wages (convenient for 
stingy rich employers), ultimately causing themselves more harm than 
anyone else. It is this disproportionate explosion of people that 
excludes them from benefiting from a growing economy. 

To put things in perspective, if the economy were to grow at a real 
rate, after deducting inflation and 3.1 per cent population growth, it 
would take Jordanians 150 years before the gross national product 
(GNP) per capita reaches $20,0(X) (current developed-country average). 
If Jordan’s population stops growing, the same would be reached in 
only 58 years. If tbe ra» gets to 7.5 per cent, as with the South East 
Asian Hgets, it will take 39 years to make the GNP $84 billion (1997 
prices), or about 17 times its current size. Population control must, 
therefore, become a priority of the national policy. 

Until the poor stop reproducing so quickly, they will grow poorer and 
the rich will grow richer. But neither group has tbe excuse to complain. 

Ramzi Batarsefa, 
Amman. 
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Partying 
with 
Portnoy 

ByAliKassay 

A LITTLE less than two 
years ago I' wrote a piece 
about one of the most 
prominent status symbols of 
society in Amman, in whirii 
hosts compete to outspend 
each other and from which 
guests emerge full of criti- 
cism. I was idernng to wed- 
ding parties Much aie 
devoid of religious ex legal 
significance, or of any basis 
in tradition, since Jordanian 
society until recently lacked 
the level of wealth neces- 
sary to sustain competitioo 
in conspicuous consump- 
tion. Therefore, 1 suggested 
oi]^njsing a national com- 
petition to award the annual 
prize of nouveau riche of the 
year. 

Surprisingly enough, this 
call was not positively 
received al±ougfa it would 
have contributed immeasur- 
ably to the gallant efibrts 
that aim to attract tourism to 
our fair country. Tbeiefoie, 1 
committed the plan to the 
dead records file until last 
month when a dear friend of 
mine challenged me to write 
a second article about 
Jordanian weddings, this 
time in light of my personal 
experience. 

At the risk of boring the 
readers with personal 
detaUs. I mention that 1 suc- 
ceeded in keeping my per- 
sonal experience personal 
due to three reasons: tbe 
first was my inclination to 
practise what 1 preach, the 
second was the better half s 
antipathy for pomp and cer- 
emony which surpasses 
mine, and the third was our 
joint decision not to have a 
bacchanal- rite but to have 
fun instead. 

This, we thought, should 
have the added benefit of 
appeasing critics. It spared 
them the pain of exchanging 
pleasantries with peopk 
whom they bad not seen 
since the last wedding and, 
for good reason, it protected 
them from the pain of seeing 
a sinfril excess of food go to 
waste or that of subsisting 
for an evening on a shortage 
of supplies reminiscent of 
the Biafran famine; most 
importantly, it saved them 
from the onus of buying yet 
another silver-plat^ tray 
which would be shoved into 

the attic wi± a Irdiel bearing , — ~ 

their name until they come l3l8t 11100 tS Shill 
to visit, whereupon it would wj iin , 

be dusted, polished, praised anothAi- ¥>cx 
as the most tastelU and i ft 

practical wedding-gift ever 
received, then restored to its ^ed fnim paoe 1 1 
rightful lair. We thought that 
we were ^viqg our friends ir- he 
and relations nothing to 
complain about, so they 
complained about that, and ^ 'pyte.m -n : - 4 - 

righdy so. We were guilty of ^ 
gross negligence. 

You see, the inventive ’df-fment T; 

spirit of Jordanians has • 

developed complaining into 
a sublime an that requires n 
medium and a context in 
which to find expression. 

Wedding parties offer the 
perfect setting for a 
Jordanian to manifest his ^ 
sophistication by discover- 
ing nuances on the theme of I ' 
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faux pas that went unnotioed 
by die less refined who 
dwell brq)pily in their foUy- 
He has rehearsed before the 
mirror how ro stand and 
arrange his features in an 
expression of indulgently 
unimpressed. But after this 
thorough study and training. 

if no one is trying to impress ^ 

him, where wodd be be ? * 

Deprived of the opportunity 
to dsplay his talent, be nat- ^ 
mally rallies with his bri- 
ers in indignation and points 
the finger of scorn. 
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competition to one that ^ ^ ar,cj j ' 
would be more open for j ' *-• 

competitois. and whose cri- (rej, to\;^ 4;?5‘ 
teria for success would be ^ 

easier to measure: I suggest “Z; * ut the 

organising an annual coni' ''I ijuj. 
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£^g, U.S. congressmen 

Middle East crisis, hilat 


fCootiinied fioin 1) 

9 

DSstMfU^ to Jordan, where 
$50 oiiilifNi is coining tVom 
Isnict^s share of die U.S. 
animal foreign aid 
and. another $50. millioa 
from Egypt addi^ lhal 
“Iherc u a fxissibility we 
may be able lo include 
addiikmal assisuincv in diis 
>'car’s budget.” 

Gary Ackerman, a Demo' 
crat from . Vor^ said 

d&ai the Congress enjoyed a 
great rcTationship with Jor- 
don 'iUid expects the many 
accomplishments, of the 
Kingd^ through ihe- 
elforts of the Jordanian 
people as iih 

Majesty Uk .i^g and the 
govemmem. 

On his country's Toie. in 
peace niuking in the regioa. 
Mr. Gilman said that the 
U.S. is interested in being a 
“caialysi" in the peace 
process. 

*‘Our niiUon cannot 
impose peace upon ibe peo- 
ple of the Mid^e but 
wc can be of help Enancial- 
Ij. economically and mili- 
tarily. We tried in every 
direcdon to be of help.” he 
emphiUkised. 

•TTic president sent Ml 
D ennis Ross to the laddie 
East to hy to bring the par- 
ties back together agmn and 
to the oegotiatioos table. 
The secretary' of state is 
indicating her winingness 
and imenr to come to the 
Middle East in the near 
hihirc to try to be of funher 
assistance. President [Bill] 
Clinton has already indicat- 
ed that he will be coming to , 
the Middle EasL We are ' 
trying to do whatever we 
can to enhance the peace 
process,” the congressman 
added. 

Mr. Gilman described that 
the peace making atmos- 
phere in the region as "ihis- 
U'ating” noting that *^it's 
always frusiranng when 
you try to woik together 
with opposing parties and 
try to reach an agreemenL” 
‘it is like.labcw negoda- . 
dons between an employer 
and employees. Sometime 
it takes you a lengthy 
process. We are hiding that 
there will be a negotiated 
settlement here in the Mid- 
dle East for a long and sta- 
ble peace. It will be fm* the 
benefit of ail parties.” Mr. 
Gilman said. 

Mr. Gilman denied that 
the Congress was biased 
towards Israel in the quest 
to make peace in the Mid- 
dle East and described Con- 
gr^s policies as fair and 
objective. 

'*Ybu asked about the 


Congress. We try to be fair. 
We try to avoid being 
. favourable to any one coun- 
Dy,".said Mr. Gilman, fol- 
lowing bis meeting with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. 

'*We recognise that the 
- peace pxoce.s.s i.s going (o 
lake two peojples to come 
together in this area. Hie 
important thing is lo bring 
iht^ - to the negotiation 
table so that they can dis- 
cuss the issues of peace and 
not w^k away from th:^” 
Mr. GUman said. 

*'li*s bener to udk than to 
fight and that is what we 
arc trying to urge. Hie Con- 
gress is trying to be helpful 
wherever we can in provid- 
ing funds for the Palesdni- 
aiLs as. well as providing 
funds for the countries in 
the region,” the congress- 
monadded. 

Mr. Gilman was respond- 
ing to a question from the 
JcHxian Times on the reason 
behind U.S. Congress 
‘'bias” for Tel Aviv, which 
drew an angry response 
from delegation memter. 
Alcee Hastily a Democ- 
rat from Florida. 

Mr. Hastings lashed at the 
repo^ with “tell me what 
you think the solution 
would be, so that we can 
compare wfaai we think the 
solution are. I ask you a 
question do you understand 
what I am saying." 

Mr. Gilman, a I^publican 
from New York, explained 
that “What Mr. Hastings 
would like to know is wlmt 
better solution is there in 
response to violence. Here 
you have a suicide bombing 
that killed many people and 
injured many more. What 
sort of response would you 
do as an ^Imirustrator of 
the govemmem trying to 
keep law and order in that 
country,” 

But Mr. Ackerman admit- 
ted that the Congress has a 
special relationship with 
I^el. 

”It is tree that the Con- 
gress and the American 
people have had a very 
good, strong, lasting, and 
positive re^onship with 
Israel from its inception, 
and there is no way to ask 
that and there is no reason 
to. it is a relationship that 
we truly cherish,” Mr. Ack- 
erman said. 

But “we do not have to 
choose one hiend to the 
exclusion of another, and 
we can be fiiends with 
many people whose inter- 
ests might be different or... 
similar.” be added. 

“I think we, who enjoy a 
perspective from a distance 


think a little bit difTerently. 
Maybe a little more dispas- 
sionate. But it is difficulc 
• for us to equate actions and 
responses sometimes.” Mr. 
Ackerman added. 

‘‘You might like or dislike 
a policy, such as building 
huuscs, or any other policy, 
but whether ihe respionse to 
that policy should be vio- 
lence and terrmism belies 
the fact that pec^ie have to 
seek a nieaning^l political 
solution to their pnkilems.” 

. Mr. Ackerman said. 

“What would one do if 
that happened to them. 
There are better ways^” the 
congressman added. 

Responding to a question 
on statements made by 
Congress Speaker Newt 
Gingrich earlier this month 
when he gave Israel his 
backing to take military 
action against Palestinian 
milironis following the July 
30 .suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem, Mr. Gilman 
denied that Ml Gingrich’s 
statements were supportive 
of any possible Israeli 
move to reoccupy die 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

Earlier this month. Mr. 
Gingrich was quoted by 
Reuters as saying that be 
will support any Israeli step 
in that direction even "if 
that includes nuds into 
Palestinian territory, if that 
includes arresting some of 
the Palestinian [National] 
Authority leaders who 
themselves have engaged in 
terrorist acts” 

“What our speaker has 
said, is that be has urged all 
parties to undertake what- 
ever steps they can under- 
take to help bring peace.” 
Mr. Gilman said. 

“He - did deexy the out- 
burst of violence and he 
made very strong state- 
ments that terrorism has not 
been a satisfactory response 
to the peace process and 
violence breads violence,” ! 
the congressman added. 

Mr. Ackerman said that 
“what we all want to see is 
for the ideal to take place 
and that is for the Palestin- 
ian people to be able to 
maintain law and order 
within the territories and to 
be able to deal with com- 
bating terrorism so that 
everybody has a sense of 
confidence in the building 
of the Palestinian entity and 
eventually statehood.” 

The U.S. delegation 
which will visit Israel on 
Wednesday, was on a tour 
that took them to China, 
Taiwan, Thailand, Pakistan 
and India. 


Arafat meets Shin Bet chief; Israel plans 
to close another Palestinian Jerusalem office 


(Cootmued firom page 1) 

considers to be associated 
witii'the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA). 

Pbixce spokesman Linda 
Menuhin said the Palestin- 
ian Association for Welfare 
and DevelopnKDt would be 
closed within 10 days 
because “this office repre- 
sents the [Palestinian 
National] Authority, and is 
therefore illegal.” 

The Israel-PLO accords 
allow the PN.A govemmem 
to operate only in 
autonomous zones and 
leave the disputed eastern 
sector of Jerusalem for 
future negotiations. But 
Israel has long charged that 
the Palestinian bureaucracy 
and police are surreptitious- 
ly eaabtishing a fombold in 
the city. 


Last summer the PNA 
closed three offices in east 
Jerusalem winch Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu claimed were 
operating in violation of the 
agreements. And several 
months ago Mr. Netanyahu 
demanded that more offices 
be closed. 

A move to close down 
another office would anger 
Palestinians and could 
worsen a five-month crisis 
between the two sides. 

‘There is no excuse for 
such actions,” said Hatem 
Abdul Qader, a Palestinian 
Legislative Council mem- 
ber from the district of 
Jerusalem. He said any 
offices in Jerusalem existed 
before the accords and were 
tiierefore protected under 
the accords. 

The Palestinians want 


Arab east Jerusalem — 
which Israel captured from 
Jordan in the 1967 Mideast 
war — as a future capital. 

In an ongoing effort to 
reach a solution to the cri- 
sis. Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak’s political 
adviser Osama Baz met 
with Norwegian Foreign 
Minister Bjoem Tore Godal 
in Oslo on Tbesday to dis- 
cuss the Middle East peace 
process, the foreign min- 
istry said. 

“They discussed all 
aspects of the on-going 
peace process, but no 
negotiations to have a new 
Oslo deal, an Oslo m are 
taking place,” Ministry 
spdtesman Ingvard Havnen 
said after the talks. 


Indon^ia rejected request for Netanyahu visit — report 




(Continued from page 1) 

informal contacts had 
developed after Rabin's 
government signed peace 
accords witii the Palestini- 
ans and then Jordan 
between 1993 and 1995. 

Isiael had hoped Indone- 
sia was moving towards it’s 
formal recognition, but the 
process fioze as the peace 
pnicess fell into deadlock 
following the arrival of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s right-wing 
government in power last 
year. 

The Ifediot quoted Mr. 


Netanyahu's spokesman as 
saying that “o^y unofficial 
inquiries” had bera made to 
Indonesia about a possible 
visit. 

Mr. Netanyahu is sched- 
uled to visit Japan firom 
August 24 to 27 and then 
travel to South Korea for 
talks expected to foc^ on 
economic ties. He will be 
accompanied by Finance 
Minister Yaacov Neemao 
and a delegation of Israeli 
businessmea 

Indonesia is only one of 
several Muslim nations 
which have apparently 


reconsidered their ties to 
Israel since Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Jewish settie- 
meat policies and decision 
to slow the expansion of 
Palestirdan setf-nile 

-plunged the peace process 
into crisis. 

Of 'six Arab states who 
Tntriflti»ri relations with 
Israel over the past four 
years, two have quietly 
recalled their representa- 
tives from Israel a;^ others 
have reportedly fiozen 
moves to improve ties. 


Netanyahu warns of severe action 
after rockets; war of words flare 


(Continned from page 1 ) 

leaving bomb sheiten 
where they bad spent the 
night in anticipation of a 
possible attack. 

One Israeli was slightly 
injured and a Lebi^se 
woman was injured by a 
rocket which landed inside, 
southern Lebanon, officials 
said. 

In a statement. Hizbollah 
said it carried out the attack 
to avenge “the massacre of 
Lebanese civilians'* who 
were killed Monday in 
shelling of die Lebanese 
pon city of Sidon by a 
Lebanese militia allied to 
the Israeli army. 

“We bombarded the north 
of Israel in broad daylight 
and we claim responsibiliiy 
because we are committed 
to defending Lebanese 
civilians against Israeli 
aggression,” Hizbollah 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who is 
also straggling with a deep 
crisis in relations with the 
PaiesitnianH, cleared his 
schedule Tuesday to deal 
with “m^ers in the nonh,” 
his office said. 

Amid fears of Israeli 
reprisals for the Hizbollah 
rocket strike, hundreds of 
Lebanese poured into the 
southern pm city of Tyre 
Tbesday from sunounding 
villages, witnesses said. 

The rocket attack on 
nonhem Israel was the first 
claimed by Hizbollah since 
Israel waged a 17-day war, 
baptised Grapes of Wrath, 
against the militia in April 


1996. 

The army said an SLA 
unit operating in the Chris- 
tian Jezzine area outside 
Che buffer zone attacked 
Sidon in revenge for a road- 
side bombing early Mon- 
day which killed three peo- 
ple, including two teenage 
children of an SLA com- 
mander who was himself 
killed by Hizbollah guenil- 
ios lost year. 

An army spokesman said 
the Jezzine unit was 
'‘absolutely not under the 
coniror of the Israeli army 
even though it is led by 
Genera] Antoine Lahod — 
commander of the SLA and 
a long-time Israeli ally. 

But Israeli Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Mordechai 
said “strict instructions” 
had been issued to Gen. 
Lahad to halt anacks on 
civilians. 

Syria, which has 35.(XX) 
troops in Lebanon, accused 
Israel meanwhile of trying 
to drag Lebanon into a new 
spiral of violence. 

“With this new aggres- 
sion Israel is trying to 
plunge Lebanon into a new 
cycle of violence after the 
failure of its plots” against 
the country, said the .AI 
Thawra government daily. 

Ai Baath, the paper of 
Syria’s ruling party, 
accused Israel of “pushing 
the region towards an 
explosion” and called on 
the international communi- 
ly to “use very strong sanc- 
tions to rein in the Israeli 
killer...” 


U.N. arms inspections in 
Iraq going ‘very smoothly’ 


(Continued from page 1} 

warfare and ballistic inspec- 
tions, which have been 
stepped up over the last 
week, “we inform the Iraqis 
just one day before their 
arrival” in Iraq, said Mr. 
Carlstrom. 

UNSCOM has singled out 
the germ warfare “basket” 
— dating ftom before tiie 
1991 Gulf war when Iraq 
was evicted ftora Kuwait — 
as its main outstanding area 
of cmicem. 

Despite the “good start” 
which Mr. Butler has report- 
ed making witii Iraq, Ba^ 
dad warned Monday, as 
another UNSCOM team of 
expetts in ballistic missiles 
arrived, that the commission 
must respect Iraqi sover- 
eignty wh^ carrying out its 
work. 

UNSCOM wUl have to 
abide by the terms of a June 
1996 accord drawn up with 
Mr. Butler's predecessor. 
Rrdf Ekeus, a hate figure in 
Iraq wbo was involved in 
several crises with Baghdad, 
the official newspqier AJ 
Jumhouriyah said. 

The accord calls for Bagh- 
dad to guarantee access to 
ail weapons sites for 
UNSCOM in^iectmrs, while 


the commission committed 
itself to work swiftly to 
complete its mission while 
respecting Iraq's sovereign- 
ty and security concerns. 

Iraq raised the issues of 
concern fm* its sovereignty 
and the protection . its 
leaders as grounds for 
blocking the UNSCOM 
missions in May and June. 

The commission also 
protested at the time that 
Iraq was endangering 
UNSCOM helicopter 
flights, while Mr. Eelreus 
renewed charges that Bagh- 
dad was corxtealing data on 
its weapons of mass 
destructioiL 

Baghdad has been under 
U.N. sanctions since its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 
An oU embargo cannot be 
lifted until UNSCOM 
reports that its disarmament 
mission is completed and a 
permanent verification sys- 
tem is in place. 

Mr. Butler is to submit a 
report to the Security Coun- 
cil on October II that will 
be used to assess Iraq’s 
cooperation with the com- 
mission. in line with the res- 
(riution passed in June 
which la^ down a four- 
month ultimatum for Bagh- 
dad. 


115 Palestinians held for 

years without trial by 
PNA — HRM report 


CXXUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Palestinian 
National Authority’s (PNA) 
security forces have “sabo- 
taged" their own judicial sys< 
tern, bolding some 115 pris- 
onezs witfa^ charge, some 
for up to three ye^ a Pales- 
tinian h uman rights group 
said Tuesday. 

(Palktinian National) 
Autiiori^ and its security 
forces... are guilty of under- 
mining the rule of law in 
Palest^ and [are] pushing 
Palestinian society back- 
wards into rule by decree," 
the Palestinian Human 
Rights Monitor (HRM) said 
ioar^xxL 

Monitor head Bassem Eid 
said the grcH^ had found 115 
Palestinians held witiiout trial 
by Palestiniao secuiily fcxces 
^ over a year; four of them 
for three years. 

Most are suspected of “col- 
laboration” Israel or 
manberrinp in Islamist or 
secular (^iposition gratis, 
and in many cases false con- 
fessions had been extracted 
by torure, he said 

Me ISd said other arrests 
were made in an £Q)paieDt 


attempt to limit fteedran of 
^teedL 

He pointed to Fatiii Ahmad 
Subuh, an English fxofessor 
at A! Azhar University in 
Gaza City, who was airiKted 
last July after he included a 
question on a test asking stu- 
dents tiieir opinion of reports 
of corruption in the PNA. 

"The worst problem is 
interferenoe by security ser- 
vices in the justice system. 
Security agents often impede 
court prxxsedings or prevent 
the impleinenlatioa cf court 
rulings they do not like;” he 
said 

“Securi^ foioes disregard 
the laws regulating arrests 
and detentions to such a 
r^iee that it has become the 
nonn,” the Monitor report 
said 

“(3ften they protect wit- 
nesses or dfifendanti; with 
whom th^ have due ties 
from coming to court to pre- 
vent any ru&g being m^e,” 
it said 

The repGtt also listed cases 
of rulings by courts, induding 
the supreme court, which the 
PNA has refused to itz^le- 
menL 


Majali, Thneibat meet in bid 
to start constructive dialogue 


(Contimied finom pa^ 1) 

caking that decision (to boy- 
con the electicMis).” he was 
quoted by Peint as saying. 

“Should those reasons or 
a number of them be 
addressed jxoperly. then we 
would go back on our deci- 
sion to boycott the elections 
because participation is the 
rule and the boycott is the 
exception." the Muslim 
Brotherhood leader repon- 
ediy declared. 

However, leaders at the 
Muslim Brotherhood's 
headquarters seemed less 
optimistic about the out- 
come of the government- 
opposition didogue and 
reiterated firmly their 
demands, which include the 
freezing of controversial 
amend^nts introduced in 
mid-May to the 1993 Press 
and PublicaticMis Law and 
the enhancement of public 
freedoms, mainly through 
measures expanding the 
role of politied parties and 
professiond associations. 

''The government Should 
present something tangible 
in order to convince boy- 
cotting parties to reconsider 


their position." a Muslim 
Brotherhood spokesperson 
stated. 

“The issue (of election 
boycott) has become a 
naiiond cause that affects 
not miiy poliiicd parties or 
similar institutions, but all 
society.” be told the Jordan 
Times. 

“We are wdting for the 
govemment's answer 
regarding the start of a dia- 
logic involving dl boy- 
cotting parties,” he added. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and l^nister of Administra- 
tive Development Abdullah 
Ensour. who attended the 
meeting between Dr. Majdi 
and Mr. ThneibaL declined 
to give a statemenL 

A first meeting between 
Dr. Ensour and leaders from 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
and its politicd wing, the 
Islamic Action Front (lAFj, 
as well as the pan-Arabist 
Al Mustaqbd (The Future) 
Party on Sunday also ended 
with no apparent results. 

The government's 
attempts to patch up the cri- 
sis ahead of the elections 
come after His Majesty 
King Hussein's recent edi 


on dl c^po.siuon partic?.. 
and particularly the 
Islamists, to panic ipaie in 
the elections. 

.Addressing a public rally 
in Tafileh and before ihai in 
Ma'an, the King empha- 
sised that the l.slumisLs' par- 
ticipation in the decuons 
and their “contribution to 
the democratic process is 
needed to safeguard nation- 
al interests.” 

Commenting on the 
King's StatemenL Mr. 
Thneibat wu.s reported as 
saying after yesterday's 
meeting with Dr. Majali that 
“His Majesty has added 
another rule to Jordan's 
deniocnuic march by stres.s- 
ing the importance of dia- 
logue and the need to initi- 
ate it between all honest 
national forces.” 

■ “We are with dialogue and 
we pray to the .Almighty 
that this didogue will lead 
to positive results, capable 
of speeding Jordan's demo- 
cratic march and inducing 
the opposition to rescind 
from its decision to boycott 
the elections.” Mr. Thneibat 
said. 


Bombs in suicide blast and Hamas 


warehouse are identical 

fContinoed fnmi page 1) strengthen the Palestinian 


report 


groups into a “nationd 
fiont” with Mr. Arafat sup- 
porters “in a mechanism to 
face dl the challenges 
before the Pdestiniao 
[Nationd] Authority,” said 
Mr. Fduji. 

In the wake of a July 30 
suicide bombing in 
Jerusdem which Israel has 
blamed on Hamas. Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu imposed crip- 
pling sanctions on the 
Pales tinians in a bid to 
force Mr. Arafat to launch 
an offensive against 
Islamists. 

Mr. Arafat, in response, 
has refused to make a wide- 
spread security crackdown 
and moved to rally Pdes- 
tinian political groups 
behind him to face down 
the sanctions and arrange a 
resumption of peace negoti- 
ations with Israel. 

“It doesn’t matter much to 
us what the Israelis say. 
They are just trying to 
bre^ our unity,” Fduji 
said about Israeli deman<|s 
for a crackdown. 

“The only way for us to 
confront Israel’s intransi- 
gence is lo clean up and 


house.” he told Agence 
France Presse. 

PNA security forces have 
in pan cooperated with 
Israeli counterparts in 
investigations into the July 
30 bombing which killed 
16 people, including the 
bombers. 

An officid from Islamic 
Jihad praised Mr. Arafat’s 
refusd to launch a wave of 
arrests on Tuesday. 

“This is a good step, but it 
should be followed by stop- 
ping dl security coopera- 
tion and politicd negotia- 
tions with Israel” said 
Mohammed Hindi. 

“We say the peace 
process is dead and some- 
one should hold its funeral, 
but so far the Palestinian 
[Nationd] Authority has 
refused to do so,” be sdd. 

In the pasL Mr. Arafat has 
sought to co-opt Islamist 
groups by bringing moder- 
ates from Hamas into the 
PNA, such as Mr. Fduji, 
Mr. Arafat's communica- 
tion's minister, and Tdd 
SIdr, his sports minister. 

He has used “nationd 
dialogue” meetings, such as 
one held in the West Bank 
city of Nablus earlier this 


year, to demand that Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad refrain 
from anti-Israeli attacks, 
his aides say. 

In another gesture of con- 
ciliation. Mr. Arafat also 
released over the past year 
hundreds of opposition mil- 
itants whom his security 
forces arrested in early 
1996 following a series of 
suicide bombings by 
Hamas and Jihad inside 
Israel. 

Israel points to these 
releases as proof that Mr. 
Arafat has been lax agdnst 
radieds and. backed by the 
U.S.. has demanded many 
be put back behind bars. 

But a top Mr. Arafat aide 
said the militants whose 
arrest has been demanded 
by Israel are either already 
in jail or not directly 
involved in platuiing bomb 
attacks. 

Others, like Mohammad 
Deif and Mohieddin Sharif, 
who Israel says ore the top 
military leaders of Hamas, 
are in hidine. “We would 
arrest them, but we just 
cannot find them,” said 
Mohammed Ra.shid. a close 
adviser of the Pdestinain 
presidenL 


Man kills daughters and critically 
injures wife before taking his life 


(Continued from page 1) 

source, Wasef entered his 
house, shot his wife and 
two children then climbed 
to the roof of the two-story 
building located in Saleh 
Ali Aqraqawi Street. 

“When Wasef realised 
that be was surrounded by 
police and could not 
escape, he pointed his gun 
to his head and shot hhn- 
self,” the source said. 

The two children were 
identified by police as 
Rawan, 9. and Rana 5. 

The mother, Ikhlas Saleh, 
28, was rushed to Al Bashir 
hospital and was listed in 


critical condition. 

Criminal Prosecutor Imad 
Kilanl wbo is handling the 
case, will start questioning 
family relatives today, the 
source said. 

In May of this year, a 40- 
year-old man, identified as 
Awad M. shot and killed his 
wife and four of his six 
children in Karak claiming 
that '‘be was cleansing his 
family’s honour.” 

Awad is currently being 
interrogated by the criminal 
prosecutor, and his case is 
expected to be transferred 
to the criminal court next 
month, according to official 
sources. 


Also Tuesday, a 12-year- 
old child died and another 
was listed in fair condition 
in a swimming incident in 
the Abu Nus.seir area, a 
Civil Defence department 
(CDD) official said. 

The official told the Jor- 
dan Times that both chil- 
dren went swimming in a 
water reservoir in the area. 

“Kbaldoun Walid 

drowned, while his friend 

Ismael Mohanimud, 12. 

was rescued by bystanders 
« 

wd was listed in fair condi- 
tion," the CDD official 
said. 


Yemeni PM plays down hopes of quick 
Saudi border settlement — local press 


SANAA (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Faraj Ben Ghanem 
has played down hopes of 
an immi nent settlement 
with Saudi Arabia on a 
decades-old border dispute, 
the weekly Yemen Times 
ratted Tuesday. 

“Up to this date, there is 
no concrete data that can be 
passed on to the public. 
There are proposals which 
keep on changing as negoti- 
ations continue," he said. 

“1 worry aJx>ut over- 
expectations created by the 
m^a,” said Mr. Ghanem. 

The prime minister said 
the negotiations were still 
at an early stage and it was 
premature to speak of a set- 


tiemenL ‘There is no par- 
ticular suggestion or project 
submitted for deliberation.” 

Officials hrom both coun- 
tries, during shuttle mis- 
sions between Sanaa and 
Riyadh over the past few 
months, have said they are 
nearing on agreement on 
the border. 

“We hope to settle all 
tiiese issues very soon,” 
Yemen’s Interior Minister 
Hussein Arab said on Aug. 
11 . 

Sanaa and Riyadh signed 
a memorandum of under- 
standing in 1995 in which 
Yemen gave up its claims to 
the three bor^ provinces 
of Najran. Assir and Jizan, 


which it had ceded to Saudi 
Arabia in 1934. 

The new agreement 
called for the two countries 
to demarcate their 2,500- 
kiJometre border. The dis- 
pute centres on a part of the 
Rub Al Khali (empty quar- 
ter) desert which is 
believed to be rich in oil 
deposits. 

The 1995 accord also 
called for a normalisation 
of ties, which deteriorated 
after the 1990 Ii^i inva- 
sion of Kuwait when 
Riyadh accused Sanaa of 
backing Iraq and expelled 
some 850,000 Yemeni 
workers. 
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Israel trade grows 


By Suleiman A1 Khaiidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Ionian and 
Israel expanded joint ven- 
tures and kepi a steady 
flow of cross-border trade 
in the first half of this year, 
despite a setback in Middle 
East peace, according to 
Israeli statistics released 
Monday. 

The trade balance was 
slightly tilted in Israel’s 
favour, according to the 
figures released by the 
JsT^oeli commercial office in 
Jordan. 

Israeli exports across the 
border were worth $6.57 
million in the first six 
months, compared to S6.12 
million in goods flowing 
from Jordan. 

“This is a good start, but 
not the whole potential,” 
said Shaul Sasson, com- 
mercial attache at tlie 
Israeli embassy in Jordan. 

Jordan's main imports 
from Israel were machin- 
ery. chemicals and other 
goods used in joint Israeli- 
Joidanian ventures. 

The Kingdom's main 
exports to Israel were tex- 
tiles, air conditioning 


machinery, pharmaceuti- 
cals, foodsttt^ and agri- 
cultural goods. 

A peace treaty was signed 
between the two countries 
in 1994 after a 46-year 
state of war between them, 
but cross-border trade only 
began in mid- 1996, when 
they reached a transport 
accord. 

Jordanian officials and 
businessmen say prospects 
for increased trade with 
Israel have been hamj^red 
by the crisis in regional 

peacemaking. 

Many local businessmen 
are hesitant to make deals 
with Israeli firms, linking 
normal relations to 
progress in the broader 
Middle East peace process. 

The statistics showed that 
during the first quaner of 
the year, Israel sold $3.5 
million of goods to Jordan 
compared to its $2.72 mil- 
lion in imports from the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Sasson said the 
imbalance was mainly 
attributable to a once-oft 
$1.5 million private chemi- 
cals deal. 

In the second quarter, Jor- 
dan sold $3.4 million worth 


of goods to Israel, and 
imported goods valued at 
S3 million. 

The figures exclude trade 
between Jordan and Pales- 
tinian self-rule areas, now 
expanding at a quicker 
pace despite Israeli obsta- 
cles. The value of that trade 
has been estimated at 
around $50 millioD so far 
this year. 

Jordanians, who have his- 
torical links with PaJestini- 
ans, see the West Bank as a 
natural market. 

The direct Jordanian- 
Israeli trade figures also 
exclude textile goods reex- 
ported after processing by 
Jordanian garments firms. 

At least nine joint ven- 
tures, mostly in textiles, 
have been set up over the 
last two years to process 
Israeli goods for reexport 
and sale in European and 
U.S. markets, where they 
benefit from preferenti^ 
trade agreements. 

Israeli firms see opportu- 
niues in Jordan to tap a 
pool ■ of cheap labour, 
boosting competitiveness 
in global markets. 


Syria, Lebanon hold 
talks to boost trade 


DAMASCUS lAjFP) — 
Syrian Prime Minister 
Mahmud Al-Zoubi and his 
Lebanese counterpart. 
Rafik Hariri. Tuesday 
began talks aimed at boost- 
ing bilateral trade between 
the two neighbouring 
countries, officials said. 

"‘Economic relations and 
ways to open up markets in 
each country to the prod- 
ucts of the other country” 
will be on the agendo, said 
Nasri Khouri. the secretary 
general of the Joint Syrian- 
Lebunese committee. 

A Lebanese official, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said Hariri 
would ask for Syrian 
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traders to be allowed to 
import foreign goods using 
Lebanese middlemen, and 
that Lebanon was pushing 
for greater openness in 
both Syrian and Lebanese 
markets. 

Syrian law currently 
bans traders importing 
goods using an intermedi- 
ary in a third country. 

Lebanon adopted a law 
in June to protect its agri- 
cultural sector by banning 
imports of many agricul- 
tural products. L^e quan- 
tities of subsidised Syrian 
products flooded the mar- 
ket in the past 

Mr. Khouri said- that if 
agreement could be 
reached to open up the two 
countries' markets, then 
the joint committee could 


meet at the end of the 
month to finalise an 
accord. 

Mr. Hariri arrived in 
Damascus late Monday 
and held talks with Vice 
Preside-nt Abdel Halim 
Khaddam. 

Syria and Lebanon 
signed a ^‘ftiendship and 
cooperation” treaty in 
1991, at the end of 
Lebanon’s devastating 15- 
year civil war. It calls for 
close political, economic 
and security coordination 
between the countries. 

Syria keeps 35,000 sol- 
diers and security agents in 
Lebanon, and has a major 
influence on its nei^- 
bour's domestic aiTaits. 
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invest In Jordan . 

Jordan Investment Corporation is inviting 
Local and Foreign Investors to buy its 
whole share amounting to 70% of the 
capital of Airport Hotels Company/Alla 
Gateway Hotel. '' 

Interested Investors are kindly requested to 
obtain the terms of reference from Project 
Department Manager during the period 

(18-25)/8/1997 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


Algeria 

adopts 

ambitious 

programme 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alge- 
ria is to embark on an ambi- 
tious three-year economic 
programme with the 
emphasis on speeding up 
privalisadoD and icfonnlng 
the finaQcial sector, it was 
aiuounced here. 

Privatisation will be 
extended to areas like elec- 
tricity, mining and postal 
services which until now 
were considered the exclu- 
sive preserve of the state, 
and to the sensitive issue of 
farm land. 

The programme was 
adopted by parliament this 
week. 

The plan drawn up by the 
government of Prune Min- 
ister Ahmad Ouyahia and 
supported by tbe National 
D^ocratic Rally Party, 
aims to achieve growth of 

7.0 per cent by 2000 com- 
pared to 4.0 per cent in 
1996 and to bring down 
inflation to 4.5 percent over 
the same period. Inflation 
was 9.0 per cent in March 
down from 38 per cent in 
1994. 

Lt also calls for building 

800.000 homes and creating 

1.200.000 jobs to combat 
unemployment which cur- 
rently affects 2.2 million 
people or 28 per cent of the 
potential workforce. 

Mr. Ouyahia said he was 
counting on an increase in 
export earnings which be 
said would reach $17 bil- 
lion — up from $12 billion 
l^t year — of which $15 
billion would come firom oil 
and gas exports. 

Mr. Ouyahia told parlia- 
ment that Algeria bad 
enough oil and gas reserves 
for another 40 years and be 
said the amount was “con- 
stantly increasing.” 

He said the cost of 
extracting Algerian oil was 
the lowest in ^e world at S3 
a barrel and tins fact was 
sufficient to make Algeria 
attractive to foreign oil 
companies. _ 

The prime minister ruled 
out seeking further resched- 
uling of the country's exter- 
nal d^t which stands at $33 
billioa, saying this would 
not be necessary because of 
a rise in reserves of foreign 
e.xchange which reached 
$6.4 billion in June and 
were expected to top $8 bil- 
lion at the end of the year. 

Algeria-signed two agree- 
ments with the Paris Club 
of donor countries in 1994 
and 1995 and two others 
with the London Club, 
under which it was allowed 
to defer repayment of about 
$16 billion. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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ACROSS 
1 Showy flower 
- 6 Squabble 
10 Fellow 

14 Enchilada 
sauce 

15 Revered one 

16 Part 

17 Shenanigans 

19 De Valera's land 

20 Piece of mine 

21 Ciao 

22 Raise 
24 Arooety 

26 Responsible 
28 Roman date 
30 Unexpected 
winner 

33 Tennis great 
36 Turns over 

38 Produce eggs 

39 Italian painter, 
Reni 

41 Gershwin 

42 Clear the tape 

44 Semi 

45 Ma or pa 
48 Some are 

private 

48 Michael Jordan, 
e.g. 

51 Rx measure 
53 Power groups 
55 Scatter water 

59 Washer cycle 

60 Tampico treat 

62 Runkthe 
polygraph 

63 Criticize sharply 

64 Shenanigans 

67 Actress 
Sommer 

68 Grouter’s piece 

69 Faint color 

70 Loch- 
monster 

71 Graf — 

72 Construction 
m£derial 

DOWN 

1 Boston suburb 

2 Plage 

3 Race official 
4Kobold 

5 Rose up 

6 Pinball machine 
malfunction 
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Puzzle solved: 


7 Paragon 

8 Pro 

9 Outfielder's 
catch 

10 Certain French 
dialect 

11 Shenanigans 

12 Landed 

13 Desk item 
18 Refuges 
23 Corpulent 
25 Went head to 

head 

27 Long or Coney 
29 Flowering shrub 

31 Leisure 

32 Cereal grasses 

33 City on the 
Jumna 

34 Rt 

35 Shenanigans 
37 Nettle 

40 Pro tours 
43 Prpjedionisfs 
unit 

46 Declares 



Ai hgMs reserved. 

47 Pucdn! opera 
50 Swordsman's 
thmsts 
52 Shows off 
54 Manner 

56 Skirt style 

57 Bum 


58 German 
philosopher 

59 Initate 

61 Seamen's term 
63 Chinese sect 

65 Bundle of hides 

66 TooSxn 



horoscope 
forecast FOR 

WEDNESDAY. 
AUGUST 20, 

By Thomas S.Pkn6n, 

AstrologenCarroll 

Rlghter Foundatiofi 

AR^: (March 21 lo 
April 19) Wends who are 
ordinarily quite coopera, 
live are too busy whh 
their own aflfc to help 
you at this time. Be 
ful not to abuse loved 
ones today or you could 
yourself in a difficult 
situation with no wdieie to 
Him to. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) La^ energies 
may make it difficult to 
get started today, howeverl 
apply yourself seriously 
anyway. New information;, 
brightens the evenine 
especially if it will 
you in being succ 
with career activities. 
GEMINI: (May 21 id 
June 21) A creative Idea 
could prove prohibitively 
time-consuming today, 
however persevere and 
you can get Ic complete 
Be understanding of 
mqpdiness in a close 
friend, so don’t make any 
brash judgments without 
all tbe facts. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Lock of 
cooperation among loved 
ones might put plans you 
have for recreational 
activities on bold. This is 
not the time to deal with 
casual fellow associates 
who delay your progress. 
Finish old business. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Check yourself today 
so as not lo hurt another's 
feelings. Be sure travel 
plans are accurate, therer 
by you won’t end up in 
some location which you 
bad not intended to be in. 
Rest, renew energies f(v 
the days ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be wary of 
financial advice today 
which may be well- 
intended however faulty. 
You should not take on a 
new expense which could 
cause you to have a short- 
age of funds. Today is the 
time to pursue a new 
inieresL • - ' 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Recent 
thoughts about radical 
changes may warrant sec- 
ond thoughts with you 
following the advice of 
fellow associate. Your 
present unhappiness may 
emanate from unexplored 
sources of uncertainty. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You 
should postpone any dis- 
cussions of private plans 
until a more feasible 
opportunity. Break a nit 
by cultivating a new 
ffiendship. Ke^ tempera- 
smooth through not 
getting involved with dis- 
agreeable people. 
SAGmARlUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Inner resources and inde- 
pendent goals should be 
prioritised so that you can 
handle them one at a time. 
This is not a good time to 
take social risk with your 
good reputation. Practice 
restraint with money so 
you can have some. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Emphasis on following 
rules and being conscien- 
tious towards tiie feelings 
of others can be quite ben- 
eficial. Others have criti- 
cal eyes on you, so make a 
big effort to gain tbeir 
support. Settle credit mat- 
ters in amicable manner. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Put off 
a pie-in-tbe-sky dream 
today, so that you can 
devote energy to uigent 
maaers. It's on ideal time 
later this evening to make 
phone calls, write impor- 
tant personal letters which 
you have pushed aside. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Mutual bene- 
fits will be realised today 
if you defer to your mate 
on an important issue. 
Hiis is a good time to set- 
tle practical accounts m 
such a manner that you 
can be successful. 
others so that you ^n’t 
bun any feelings.- 

a 

Birthstone of Augosl: 
Peridot — Golden 
Quarts 
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: :J3y Samir Ghkwi . ^ 

^nihm TTmes Stt^ Reporter 


AMMAN ■-^•'liic net pn^t of Uue Iordan HJoctiic Power 
Company (JEPO amounied to JDI. 08 million during the 
first this year compaaod to JiX^.^ miUiofl TK»rded 
at the e«i of the first half of 1996. 

This 58.8 per ccm increase was the result of higher eam- 
ings which rose fibm ID48.78 uullion at the end of June 
1996 to JZ^6>48 milhon at the en^ of June 1997. 

By accoonting for 'JDS3.73 nojUilioD in openaiional costs 
(JP46.20 miffioa in 1996), Ihe'ii^'D^rarion^ profit stood 
ar jjD2.7S ndlfiun (JD2,58 aiillran in 199Q. Other income 
as well as other espens^' mainly bank interest brought the 
net (»ofir to JDt.08 inillioR.tJD0.68 million in !996). 



Jordan seeking higher 
financial msistance 

froni United States 

• • ■ * • 

** IN AN interview with the Middle East Broadcasting 
Corpt^tion tMBC) Deputy Ptime Minister lawad 
Anmii revealed (hat there are efforts to increase the U.S. 
assistance to Jordan to S175 milli on. “The volume of 
U.S. assistance to Jmdan is under review and discus-, 
sion and there is an intention to increase it to $175 mil- 
lion,” be said in- a television programme. Dr. Ananl 
added: *The U.S. has provided Jor^m with $47 raillton 
lost year and measures were taken to increase it to $100 
millloa this y^.” 

The deputy prime mimsier .said Jordan only gets a 
ve^ small amount of assistance and noted that the 
Kii^dom's. economic situation is progressing with a 
reasonable amount of aid. He highlighted the U.S. role 
in helping Jmdan by pointing out that it has written 
$900 million of the Kingdom's foreign debt and has 
facilitated rescheduling & debts at both the Paris and 
London clubs.. Dr. Anani indicated that the aid would be 
military and civil and will be allocated to speciBc pro- 
jects such as water (A! Ra’i). 

Liquidity straits to 
continue at RJ despite 
saving measures 

'** THE MEASURES taken' by Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
airline to ease its cash tiquidity straits will not terminate 
the problem as the airline will continue to suffer finom a 
JIM 1 .4 million cash shortage in 1997, Transport Minis- 
ter Bassam Saket wrote to the prime minister. 

in his memorandum, the minister said that the savings 
which RJ will achieve from repaying financial obliga- 
tions on the Tristar aircraft and from rescheduling other 
dues, will be utilised in settling local obligations. 

RJ Director General Nader Dahabi said the aiiiine has 
faced continued cash straits over the past years because 
of its small ca^tai and increa^g obligations years 
after year for leasing aircraft. The' payments in this 
regard have reached JDI 00 annually, he indicated not- 
ing that RJ gave priority to pay for the planes and oper- 
ational cost in order to continue op^tions. 

As such, he said, some local obligations have accu- 
mulated and RJ could n<H honour them, mainly for die 
Jevdan Petroleum Refinery and local banks (A1 Arab A1 
Yawm). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



'If we didn't take vacations, we wouldn’t 
have to work so hard and need 
to take vacations.” 



UtBcofnbto Uiesa four Jumbtes, 
one iBttsf to each square, to form 
four onfinaiy words. 


7MAT SCRAMBUED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and IMke ArgMon 
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(Answers Monday) 

^mttauY 1 JunfoJaa: SEIZE DRAFT WHOLLY COSTLY 
^ I Answer; Enftence exams can leave you wrth ihls - 

SCHOOLDAZE 




The balance sheet os of June 30, 1997 hhowed total assets 
at JD 170.63 million cumpared to JD156.S1 million at the 
end of June 1996. 

.Current assets totalled JD45.25 million iJD40.86 million 
tii 1996) with subscribers owing the company over JD25 
million. Other main items of current as.se(s were inventories 
valued at JDI 3.29 million and cash at bunks and on hand 
toUilUxig JD4.91 million. 

Fured assets stood al JD) 24.33 million (JDI 14.67 million 
in 1996). Of the amount, JD7K23 million were the value of 
infiastructure assets, JDI 0.62 million was the balance of 
the rural fils account and JD28.01 million were the contri- 
butions of subscribers. Investments in shares of companies 
totalled JDI miltioa. 

Tte largest amount of the current liabilities wu.s that of 
payables which stood at about JD4S million. Subscribers' 
deposits totalled JD 18.07 million (JDI 6.08 million in 
19%1, and bank credit and shon-term loans were higher al 
JD9.32 million compared to around JD6 million ui the end 
of the first half of 1996. 

Long-term loans were also higher as they rose from 
JDI 8.2 1 million at the end of June 1 996 to JD24.70 million 
at the end of June 1997. The same figures of the rural fils 


balance and the subscribers contributions also appeared as 
pan of the long-term liabilities. 

The total .shareholders' equity rose by nearly JDI. 50 mil- 
liun reaching JD2S.4S million at the end of June 1997 not- 
ing that the company's capital is JDI 5 million. 

The Jordun Dairy Company 

No comparable 1996 figures were published and, as such, 
it can only be said that the company generated a JD47 ) .998 
net profit from soles that lotaJl^ JD3.73 million in the first 
half of this year. 

*10101 assets amounted to JD3.45 million, of which. 
JDI. 24 mil lion wore net fixed assets. Inventories accounted 
for JD 1 . 16 million of the total current assets which stood at 
JD2.07 million at the end uf June 1997. 

These assets were countered by JD0.65 million of current 
liabilities and JD2.79 million of capital and various 
reserves. 

The General .Arabia Insurance Company 

Despite recording JD49,(XX) of profit at the departments 
of fire, marine, vehicles and life, the company registered a 
JD 14.7 12 loss as a result of JD63.00U of losses at the health 
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insurance and general accidents departments. 

The loss in insurance operations was covered by other 
income from bank inieresi and investment returns for :t total 
of JD102,9S4. As such, the company was able to post a 
JD8S.272 net profiL 

The company's balance sheet showed a JD6.53 of total 
assets at the end of the first half of 1997. Of this total. 
JD3.62 million were investments in bank deposits, bonds, 
shares, treasury' bills and lands. 

Cuneni assets totalled JD2.83 million that included JD0.7 
million of cash and JDI. 23 million in receivables. Current 
liabilities amounted to JDI.5S million while technical 
reserves and shareholders equity totalled JD1.4S million 
and JD3.38 million respectively. 

The Petra Tourist IVansport Company 

The company posted a JD7S.240 operational loss as earn- 
ings were les.s than the costs which totalled JD0.72 million 
at the end of the first half of 1997. 

The loss increo.sed to JD217.007 after including depreci- 
ation. bank interest and administrative and selling expens- 
e.s. 

.■According to the June 3Ufl997 balance sheet, net fixed 
assets amounted K) JD6.49 million which represented the 
value of tourist buses. Three hunks have a lien on these 
buses, the company's mid-year repon shows. 

In addition, the assets include JDI million most of which 
were receivable and cash on hand and at bonks. 

Countering the mentioned assets, the company's current 
liabilities included bank credits and accounts as well as 
notes payable for a total of JDI. 44 million. 

Shareholders* exjuity closed the mid-year financial results 
at JD4.73 million noting that the paid-up capital is only 50 
per cent of the JDIO million authori.sed capital 

The Jordan Worsted Mills Company 

By recording JD6.9 million in sales, the company was 
able to post u JD 1 .9 million cnoss profit and a JDI .2 million 
net pTofii after taking into account the depreciation and 
other expenses outside the operational cycle. 

But, the net profit \va.s beefed up to JDI.S5 million w'hen 
investment returns, capital gains and other income w'ere 
added. 

The company's total assets amounted to JD.12.5 million 
but of ihi.s figure. JDI2-I million were the value of fixed 
assets after depreciation, and JD10.4 million were invest- 
ments at cost in sh'ores of companies and banks. 

Current assets stood at JD20.9 million of which nearly 
half w'as receivables, and the other wa.s inventory and spare 
parts. 

As of June 30, 1997. the company was indebted to bonks 
by JD5.7 million and to other creditors by JD3.8 million out 
of a total JD 10.77 million of currem liabilities. 

Shareholders* equity closed the mid-year at JD21.75 mil- 
lion. 


Russian immigrants 

hope to strike 

% 

oil in Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A 
research team com- 
posed of immigrants 
from the former Soviet 
Union said Tuesday 
that they may be close 
to striking oil in Israel. 

Tuvia Luskin, direc- 
tor of the Givot Olam 
Oil Research and 
Drilling Company, said 
as much as one billion 
barrels of oil and four 
trillion cubic feet of 
oaturai gas could be 
found in the next 
drilling in March 1998 
in a site in central 
Israel. 

Preliminary drilling 
at the site about 25 


kilometres northeast of 
Tel Aviv revealed evi- 
dence of paleozoic sys- 
tems — one of the 
major source rocks for 
oil in the Middle East. 

Years of exploration, 
especially off the 
Mediterranean coast- 
line, have yet to yield 
large quantities of oil in 
Israel. 

Givot Olam. which 
has 10 geophysicists 
and engmeers. was 
established in 1992 at 
the height of a wave of 
immigration that has 
brou^t 800,000 for- 
mer Soviets to Israel 
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De Bruin, Volker qualify for 
European swimming finals 


SEVILLE (AP) — Ireland’s 
triple Olympic gold medal- 
ist Michelle de Bruin — for- 
merly Michelle Smith — 
did just enough in the 
European Swimming 
Championships Tuesday to 
get through to the iinals in 
the 400 individual medley. 

De Bruin — who has 
entered six events but won’t 
swim them all — ^alified 
fourth for the rinals in a time 
of 4 minutes 48.75 seconds. 
The top heat time went to 
Yana iUochkova of Ukraine 
in 4:47.52. Klochkova 
the best time in Europe this 
season (4:43.79). 

Hana Cema of the Czech, 
Republic was second in 
4:47.58 with third for Oxana 
Verevka of Russian in 
4:48.70. 

De Bruin, who won this 


event in Atlanta in 4:39.18, 
swam in lane eight in the 
first and slowest heat 
because she didn’t have a 
previous qualifying time 
this year in the event. 

The 27-year-oId Irish 
swimmer, who is entered 
hens under the surname of 
her Dutch husband, Erik de 
Bruin, is the defending 
European champion in the 
2(X) butterfly and 200 IM. 

She won the 2(X) and 4(X} 
im and the 400 fireesfyle in 
Atlanta but has competed 
very little since then, 
dogged by unproven charges 
that her Olympic perfor- 
mances were drug- 
enhanced. 

The finals later Tbesday 
marked the first day of six 
for swimming finals in the 
Euros. The week was 


dedicated to diving, water 
polo and synchronised 
swimming. Russia has won 
nine of the first 13 gold 
medals. 

Gennan Sandra Volker 
qualified fastest in the 
women’s 100 fiieestyle with 
a heat time of 55.46. Volker 
has the top time among 
Europeans this season of 
55.16, which is also no. 3 on 
the world list. 

Karen pickering of Britain 
qualified second in 56.46 
followed by Svetlana 
Leshoukova ‘ of Russia 
(56.97), Luminita Dobrescu 
of Romania (57.15) and 
Metka Sparavec of Slovenia 
(57.46). 

In the men’s 100 breast- 
stroke heats, German Jens 
Kruppa topped the qualifiers 
in 1:02.38. Kruppa has the 


top time in Europe this sea- 
son of 1:01.91. Second was 
for Domenico Fioravanti of 
Italy in 1:02.73 with Benno 
Kuipeis of the Netheiiands 
third in 1:02.79. 

In the men's 200 free, 
Italian Mass! Rosolino had 
the top beat mark in 1:49.19 
followed James Salter of 
Britain (.1:49.50) and Paul 
Palmer of Britain (1:49.98). 
The European leader in the 
event this season, Hungarian 
Beta Szabados, qualified 
seventh in 1:51.08. 

In the SOO-metre women's 
fieestyle relay, 'Germany 
qualified first in 8:11.15 
with second for Sweden 
(8:13.19). Britain was third 
(8:13:44) and E)eiimark was 
fourth (8:13.56). 


PSG appeal UEFA punishment 


PARIS (AFP) — Paris Saint Germain 
on Tuesday announced they would 
appeal UEFA's decision to award 
Steaua Bucharest a 3-0 European 
Champions League victory as a pun- 
ishment for fielding a suspended play- 
er. ‘ 

PSG president Michel Denisot con- 
firmed the appeal after defender 
Laurent Fourier played in their 3-2 
defeat in Bucharest in the second qual- 
ifying round, first leg match last 
Wednesday. 

Denisot also announced they would 
be taking action against the person to 
blame for the mix-up. thou^ he did 
not reveal the identity. 

PSG director general Jean-Fiancois 
Domergue and official Patricia 
Moyersoen will be present at the head- 
quarters of European governing body 
UEFA in Geneva Friday when the 
appeal is heard. 


At a press conference at PSG's train- 
ing ground just to the west of Paris, 
Denisot revealed he had been warned 
of the punishment on Friday and 
informed coach Ricardo on Saturday 
evening. 

But Denisot put on a brave face in 
adversity. **PSG have gone through 
bad times and we will continue to 
show solidarity. The future of the club 
is not in danger even if we are knocked 
out of the champions league. 

“If we get through three rounds of 
the UEFA cup we will balance our 
books." 

Denisot was referring to the approx- 
imate $ 12-million revenue they would 
lose because of elimination ftom the 
Champions League. 

However he admitted the image of 
the club bad been tarnished by what he 
described as a “monumental mistake." 

Fournier was sent off for two book- 


able offences during PSG's 6-1 home 
defeat by Juventus in a European 
super cup first leg match on Jan 15. 

He then picked up another yellow 
card — thereby incurring an automat- 
ic one-match suspension — in the first 
minute of the 1-0 defeat to Barcelona 
in the European Cup Winners’ Cup 
final in Rotterdam on May 14. 

PSG now have a difficult task in the 
Pare Des Princes second leg on 
Wednesday. August 27. 

“We will just have to pull together 
and do our best," said Ricardo. “We 
can still qualify. At the stan of the sea- 
son Michel Denisot had made qualify- 
ing for the Champions League his 
main aim. and in view of all the money 
we’ve spent it’s imperative we make 
it." 


pulls out 
after death 
of manager 


BOSTON (AFP) — Boris 
Becker pulled out of the 
S328,0(X) ATP tournament 
here following the death of 
his manager Axel Meyer- 
Woldea on Monday. 

The three-time 

Wimbledon champion was 
to have opened up against 
Brazilian Fernando 

Meiigeni on Tuesday but 
tournament organisers said 
they had received a call 
from one of Becker's 
agents on Monday 
announcing his withdraw- 
al. 

“No-one knows where he 
is, though probably he's 
back in Germany," said 
tournament director Alan 
MoreL 

Meyer-Wolden, the co- 
founder of the Grand Slam 
Cup and 29-year-old 
Becker’s manager since 
1993, died in Germany on 
Monday aged 56 after a 
battle against liver cancer. 

Becker's absence throws 
into doubt his participation 
at the U.S. Open starting in 
New York on Aug. 25. The 
World No. 13, who says 
flushing meadow will be 
his last grand slam event, 
also pulled out of last 
week's tournament in 
Indianapolis with a calf 
injury. 
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French Jean-Pierre Papin (L) of World XI International team fights for the ball- 
with Victor Onopko of Russia during their friendly match to mark the century of . 
Russian soccer. World XI beat Russia 2-0 (Reuters photo) 


Gemiany out to end 20-year Irish jinx 


FA’s Wilkinson supports local tnlents 


LONDON (AFP) — 

English foorb^ supremo 
Howard Wilkinson is urg- 
ing clubs to invest more 
resources in home-grown 
talent to fill the gaps left by 
an inevitable exodus of for- 
eign stars from &e 

Preimership. 

The number of foreigners 
playing in English football 
can now be counted in three 
rather than two figures, but 
Wilkinson, the Football 
Association's technical 
director, believes it will not 
be long before they move 
elsewhere. 

And the former Leeds 
boss wants to encourage the 
establishment of football 
academies by Premiership 
clubs which will produce a 
new generation of English 
stars. 

Wilkinson said his dream 


is shared by, among others. 
Newcastle chairman Sir 
John Hall whose club has 
lavished millions of pounds 
on top foreign players dur- 
ing their renaissance in 
recent years. 

‘T was speaking to Sir 
John Hall the other day and 
he summed it up when he 
said in ten years’ time he 
would like to see 1 1 
Geordies (natives of 
Newcastle) running out 
onto St James’ paiic. 

‘The only stipulation he 
made was that they had to 
be better than the foreign 
players be could buy — and 
there is no reason why we 
can’t achieve that in this 
country. 

“People who have any 
nous recognise that we 
can’t afford not to develop 
youngsters. They arc the 


lifeblood. Without them we 
have not got a game if peo- 
ple stop playing. 

“you can only have this 
current state of affairs for so 
long. 

Circumstances have come 
together to produce the situ- 
ation we have now but it 
won't last for ever. The for- 
eigners will go somewhere 
else. 

“We have got to be pre- 
pared to fill that gap with 
English players. Every 
cloud has a silver lining. 

‘The silver lining is that 
football has never been 
more popular and never had 
more investment. Let's take 
the opportunity while it’s 
there. 

Wilkinson is keen for all 
Premiership clubs to estab- 
lish academies, a key point 
in his blueprint for change 


— ‘football education for 
young players, a charter for 
quality' which he published 
earlier this year. 

He is aware of the need 
for potential stars of the 
future to spend more time 
witii professional clubs and 
have their development 
closely monitored. 

He said: “For years clubs 
have craved access to play- 
ers and if you look at the 
young players in Norway. 
Holland. Brazil and 
Germany the common fac- 
tor is that they all spend 
considerable time with 
players. 

.“To practise you need 
time and the academies will 
give clubs time with play- 
ers." 


PARIS (AFP) — European 
champions Germany aim to 
end a 20-year jinx against 
Northern Ireland 

Wednesday just two months 
before the end of qualifying 
for the 1998 World Cup. 

The Belfast fixture tops 
the bill amongst 13 matches 
on a busy night of European 
qualifying. 

In a late change. Northern 
Ireland's goalkeeper Aldan 
Davison is set to be called 
up into the starting 1 1 after 
first choice Alan Fettis was 
ruled out with a back prob- 
lem. 

But manager Bryan 
Hamilton must first choose 
between Davison and 
Wigan 19-year-old Roy 
Carroll as they try to pre- 
serve one of the most 
remarkable records in 
European football. 

The Ulsterman have 
emerged unbeaten from 
their last five-meetings with 
the three-time world cham- 
pions and have not lost to 
them since 1 977, 

German coach Berti Vogts 
suffered a blow earlier this 
month when Borussia 
Dortmund sweeper 


Matthi^ Sammer was ruled 
out after injuring his right 
knee. 

However Sammer's 
Dortmund teammate Lars 
Ricken, who scored in their 
European Cup final win 
against Juventus this year, 
has been drafted into the 
squad by Vogis. 

The only other uncapped 
player in Germany's 22- 
man squad is Schalke's 
Thomas Linke. 

But 31 -year-old Werder 
Bremen defender Dieter 
Eilts. touted as the discov- 
ery of Germany's successful 
Euro 96 campaign, has been 
dropped after a string of 
poor displays. 

Vogts’ greatest worries are 
over Oliver Bierhoff. 
Christian Ziege and Juergen 
Klinsmann who all play in 
Italy and have not yet 
played a competitive match. 

It should prove a tough 
match for the Germans, who 
lie second in Group Nine 
behind Ukraine, who host 
Albania the same evening. 

Hamilton's side need a 
positive result against them 
to revive their flagging 
qualification hopes. 


Northern Ireland lie fourth 
in group nine with seven 
points from seven games, 
and they are desperate for a 
victory. 

Northern Ireland may be 
up against it in terms of 
qualifying, but player Gerry 
Taggart vowed dtey.had not 
given up hope. 

“When you are playing 
for your country motivation 
is not the name of the game 
— getting the result is,” said 
the 26-year-old. 

“That's the hard p^ — 
getting yourself motivated 
is easy. 

This is as much a big a 
game for the Germans as it 
is for us.” 

The new six million 
pound (about $10 million) 
Spion Kop stand will be 
opened for the match and 
the extra 4,000 seats will 
increase Windsor Park’s 
capacity to 16,000. 

In other key games. 
Denmark travel to Bosnia 
and a win would put them- 
six points ahead in Group 1 . 

Should Norway win in 
Finland and Hungary lose at 
home to Switzerland in 
Group 3, the Scandinavian 
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.side would have virtually^- 
qualified as outright group^ ® 

winners. ^Becker iGtri 

A win by Austria ii^_ o « » 

Estonia would put them 
a point behind leaders — — 

Scotland in Group 4. and 
J 994 world cup semi-fiauJ- 
ist.s Bulgaria would leapfrog 
over leaders Russia in 
Group 5 should they beat 
Israel at home. 

Wales have no chance of 
qualifying from group? but 
at least morale has besn lift- 
ed for their match in Turkey 
after Bobby Gould's con- 
tract as . manager was 
extended for two moic 
years earlier this month. 

Republic of Ireland must 
realistically beat Lithuania 
at home to give themselves 
an outside chance of quali- 
fying from Group 8. Niall 
(^uinn looks set to make his 
first appearance for the 
republic in over a year after 
Norwich's Keith O’Neill 
lost his battle to be fiL 

Romania are almost cer- 
tain to qualify, they lead 

group by five points froi i 

second-placed Maccdonia^^ 
whom thev meet at home. 
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By Gavin Evans 

JOHANNESBURG — The world's shortest profes- 
sional boxer — “Baby” Jake Matlala — is suddenly 
walking tall in the country that once reviled him. 

Matlala, who is less than 4 feet 10 inches tall, was 
scorned in the South African press after his 1995 loss 
of the World Boxing Or^^sation world flyweight 
title to the formidable Mexican, Alberto Jiminez. 

The referee stopped the fight after eight rounds when 
the South African went down on one knee, and the 
local newspapers were merciless, castigating Matlala 
for showing “cry baby” tendencies and lacking 
“guts.” j 

Abuse was heaped on him even tiiough the fight had 
been postponed tor two weeks to enabfo him to under- 
go surgery for an intesunal infectioii. By the seventh 
round, he was suffering severe abdo min al pain. 

Now that he is back on top, journalists are falling 
over themselves to praise him and President Nelson 
Mandela has invited him to his home. 

The revival of Matlala's fortunes results ftcom his 
July victory in Las Vegas over American Michael 
Carbajal, the Interaationai Boxing Association’s light 
flyweight champion. 

Promoter Rodney Berman, who put up $150,000 for 
Carbajal's purse, was not alone in thinking that 
Matlala had little hope. 

“1 didn't think there was anything in it for us,” said 


World^s shortest boxer aims for new heights 


Berman. “1 figured Jake was nearing the end, but 1 felt 
so sorry for bun, and he's such a nice guy, so I agreed 
to sign him up.” 

The American was eight inches taller, six years 
younger and a bigger puncher. But Matlala delivered 
the performance of his life, defying the eigbt-to-one 
odds against him by staying close to restrict tilaibajal’s 
range, working the body incessantly and throwing far 
more punches (1.115 to 620). 

His persistence sapped Carbmal’s resistance and 
after cuts opened over Carbajal's eyes, the referee 
stopped the contest in the ninth round. 

“J^e’s a tough guy.” said the defeated champion. 
“He was so busy and has a lot of heart — just a damn 
great fighter.” 

With television executives waving their cheque 
books, Matlala was delighted. 

Before the fight. 35-year-old Matlala said it would be 
his last But afterwards, euphoria took over. “This was 
my dream fight,” he said. “ 1 wailed five years for it 
and 1 feel fantastic. Carbajal was tough, out I'm the 
tough kid from Soweto. I worked even harder than 
nonnal — more pull-ups and push-ups — so I fell very 


strong. 

“Th^'re all tripping over themselves to get to me 
now. Eror the first time in my career I'm in a position 
to pick the shots, and from now on I'm only going to 
accept big-name, big-money opponents." 

At first glance, helooks on unlikely champion. Apart 
from his age — most fl 3 fweights peak at 25 — he is 
bald, has a business degree from South Africa's >ViLs 
Liniversity and has never fought outside the ring. 
“Even before I was famous, nob^y picked on me,” he 
explained. “They just seemed to like me.” 

The son of a miit and vegetable hawker, he was 
raised in a stable family and look up boxing “just for 
fun" at the age of 10. 

He achieved 198 wins against a single loss before 
turning professional under Soweto trainer Theo 
Mthembu to 1980. 

“Ever since I turned pro I’ve been getting up at 5:30 
a.m. for my five^mile run. and I spend at least two 
hours in the gym. six days a week.’' he said. “I don't 
smoke. I'm a teetotaller and 1 always leave parties 
earl^. TTiat's why I keep on improving.” 

His professional record shows 46 wins (22 on knock- 


outs). 10 defeats and two draws. 

According to Berman, his options are either to unify 
the light flyweight title by fighting one of the other 
champions (tlie World ' Boxing Council's Saman 
Soijaturong or World Boxing Association's Pichitnoi 
Sitbanprachan, both froniThailand) or to drop to 
straw-weight, boxing's lightest division. 

There, the prize option would be Me.xico’s WBC 
champion Ricardo Lopez, unbeaten in 45 'fights and 
regarded as one of the top three boxers — pound for 
pound — in the world. 

. ‘These days I'm more comfortable at light fl>;” said 
Matlala. “But if tliey can get me Lopez I think I can 
still make (the weight limit of) 105 pounds at a push. 

“1 have the style to beat him. which would make me 
the first boxer in history to win three world titles in 
descending weight order.” 

He is financially secure, owning garages and a g 
nasium, securing several advertising contracts 
having a stake in a celebrity public-appearance outfit' 
as well as a healthy bank balance. But he gives himself 
another three years of action. 

As his friend, mentor and trainer Tb6o Mthembu puts 
it: “Everyone thought this was the end for Jake, but he 
fought the fight of his life and has succeeded in rc-cne- 
aiing himself” — Gemini News 
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Steven Spielberg 

THE LOST WORLD 

(JURASSIC PARK) 

Starring: Goldblum 

<fe Julian Moore 
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LIAR LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


THE SUBSTITUTE 
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6:30, 8:30, 10:30 












Arnold Schwarzenegger ...in 
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‘When Nature Calls’ 
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Nabil & Eishan's !Elieatre 
TEL;625155 

• • • 

The satirical play 


AMNAIAIYAHO 


perfonnaiice staris at 8:30 p.m. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 

For reservations call 625155 
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24a Cedric PioUne (Fra) 
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28. Marc Rosset (Swi) 
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Deportivo tell Barcalona 
— pay up for Rivaldo 


MADRID (AFP) — Deportivo de la Coruna have told 
Catalan giants Barcelona to pay up money they say is still 
owing last week's transfer of Brazilian star Rivaldo. 
Spanish media reports said ni^xesday. 

Barceloha, who were also interested in signing Liverpool 
star Sieve ^Manamaa for some 12-million-pounds, 
instead bought cut Rivaldo's contract last week to replace 
FIFA world player of the year Ronaldo, who has joined 
Inter ^an. 

The total amount inter have to pay for that transfer is still 
indoiibL 

“The Rivaldo af&ir is not closed." said Deportivo presi- 
dent Augusto Cesar Lendoiro, who explain^ Barca snll 
bad to cough up the 4,000 million pesetas (S26 million) 


they are supposed to pay for buying out Rivaldo's contract. 
That outlay is the largest in Bareeluna's history. 

In giving the player a six-year deal, Barcelona have stip- 
ulated that any club looking to sign him before his contract 
expires will have to pay 15,000 million pesetas, a stagger- 
ing $95 million- 

Deportivo are still debating whether to take legal action 
to ensure payment of the money diey say they are still 
owed. 

Rivaldo refused to comment on the affair, other than to 
say he was now a Barcelona player. 
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REQUEST FOR QUOTATION 


The United States Agency for 
International Development 

invHes furniture vendors 
to bid on the supply of office 

furniture. 

9 

To obtain a copy of the RFQ, 
please send a fax request 
by August 28, 1997 to: 

USAID/Jordan/RCO 
Fax: 5920-143 


JOB VACANCY 


A reputable Jordanian travel agency is 
seeking to hire: 

FULL-TIME FEMALE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
morning & afternoon 

QUAURCATIONS: 

• Excellent computer skills 

- Fluency in English -i- German or French 
beside the Arabic 

• Prior experience in secretarial and tourism 
business' 

Interested candidates aged between 25-35 
submit immediately their CV with recent 
photo to: 

The Manager, 

P.O. Box 9259, Amman-11191, Jordan. 




.sti.m," building area with 220 sq.m, terrace area. 
Ctinii.sis of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, satellite, 
f-'quipped : kitchen, curtains, maid's room _ wM th 
^ihrooin. ’ _ _ 


NAJLA INTBRNATIONAL CO. 
ANNOUNCES THE ARRIVAL OF 


THE FAMOUS LONDON TAXI 


FDR THE FIRST 'DME IN IRE NEAR EAST WE ARE JUST 
ONE TELEPHONE CALL AWAY 
UPON REQUEST 

TAXI & LIMOUSINE SERVICE WITH A DIFFERENCE 

MULTI UNGUALDRIVERS, TEL£PH0NE( GSM ) £ ASCONDinON 
WE Wni TAKE YOU ANY WHERE IN AMMAN £ AIL OVER JORDAN 







vHi> 

I riJ-'.'- 




5|r? 


Super deluxe furnished chalet in South 
Shuna. Beautiful garden with '^ter 
stream, fireplace and other facilities, 
excellent location, two-story, 90 square 
metres In a built area, over 600 metre 
land area. 




PLEASE CALL US AT THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS 
TEL; 736379 MOBILE 079 28898 OR 079 51255 


Arab Cup Winners’ Cup 

A1 Wihdat lose qualifying 
chance after second defeat 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AL WIHD.AT Tuesday lost 2- 1 to Algeria's -Mawloudieh 
to relinquish their qualifying chance at the Arab Cup 
Vrinners' Cup currently un^rwav in Ismailia, £§>131. 
with eight teams taking pan. 

Jordan's Premier League titleholders could not hold on 
to their halftime I -0 lead and quickly conceded two goals 
at the onset of the second half to their more experienced 
ri\ aLs who.se lineup includes five of the Algerian national 
team. 

.A1 Wihdat will next play Kuwait's Al.-\rabi Aug. 21 but 
their hopes of qualify'ing to the second round from Group 
2 base almost vanished. 

Saudi Arabia's .A1 Shabab, who are trained by a Brazil- 
ian coach and are led by top Saudi striker Saeed Oweiian, 
met Kuwait's A1 Arabi in Tuesday's late match to decide 
the first qualifier from Group 2. 

The Saudi team missed professional players like Salem 
Oossari and Fuhd Mohalial who are on duty with their 
national team preparing for the second round of the Asian 
World Cup qualifiers. 

The Kuwaiti team will al.so be missing its internation- 
als currently preparing for the same qualifiers. 

The top two team.s from each group move to the second 
round. .AI Inihad and A1 Ismaili have already qualified 
from Group 1. 

The draw has placed A1 Wifadat in the relatively tmgher 


group. The Jordanian champions had lost their c^jeoing 
match I -0 to AJ Shabab in their first match complicating 
their chances of moving to the second round. 

A1 Wihdat are playing in Group 2 which includes 
Kuwait's AI .-\rabi, Algeria's Mawloudieh and A1 
Shabab. 

Group 1 includes Egypt's Al Ismaili. Qatar's Al Ittihad. 
Balata of Pale.stine and Libya's Al Ahli. 

Prior to the tournament, A I Wihdat had a week-long 
intense training camp in Alexandria where they also had 
two friendly matches in preparation for the August 15-25 
event. 

The team's training camp and preparations come amid 
hopes to retain their Premier League title under new Iraqi 
coach .Anwar Jassam who previously trained the Iraqi 
national teams. 

The Arab Soccer Federation has allocated S5.000 for 
each participating team. There will also be lucrative 
prizes of $50,000 for the uinner. S30.000 for runner up 
and $20,000 for the third placed team. 

The referees for the tournament include Omar Bashiawi 
of Jordan, Hasson Ali of Egypt, Karim Dahou of Algeria. 
Mohammad Shilmi of Libya, Nabil .Ayyad of Lebanon, 
Yousef Aqili of Saudi Arabia and Jasem Khouri of Qatar. 

Hie semifmals will be played Aug. 23 and the final 
Aug. 25. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Venables poised for takeover 

Portsmouth (AFP) — Australia coach Teny Venables is 
preparing a bid to take total control of Portsmouth. Ven- 
ables became chairman of Pompey last November and 
bought a 51 per cent share in the club from former manag- 
ing Erector Martin Gregory in February for just one pound 
(about S 1 .60). At the same time as be acquired bis control- 
ling stake, die former England coach secured a three-year 
option to buy the 45 per cent of shares which Gregory still 
holds. >^nables is now ready to spend 33 million pounds 
on the remaining shares which would put him in sole con- 
trol at Fratton Pork. Ue'^d: "It is something that I have 
been looking at for quite a while. "At the moment we are 
still negotiating and will be for a period of time so we have 
to be very careful.” Venables has struggled to fmance the 
running of the club since becoming owner because of crip- 
pling debts. 

I 

Team pays for player’s operation 

NEVrTORT ( AfT*) — Players at Newpon AFC are passing 
the hat round to pay for team-mate Leigh Hall to have a 
cartilage operation. The player — Newport's star midfield- 
er — needs 1.300 (about $2,100) for private treatment or 
faces being out ftM* the whole season on the National 
Health Service waiting list. 'The club does not have a pri- 
vate health insurance scheme and the players are having to 
contribute. Tim Harris, manager of the English non-league 
side, admitted; “It is a bit of a problem.” 

Coultard joins Charlton and Moore 


LONDON (AFP) — 'The name of Gillian Coultard will be 
added to an illustrious list of football dignitaries including 
Sir Bobby Charlton. Bobby Moore, Peter Shilton and Billy 
Wright this weekend Coultard will win her 100th cap for 
England when the inlemational women's team takes on 


Scotland in a Iriendly at Livingston on Saturday. Coultard 
is the Omen's game's longest serv'ing player and enters 
the history books alongside the four ^^and men's play- 
ers who have reached 100 caps. Sir Bobby Charlton said of 
her success: “Gill will be a very proud lady when she earns 
her 100th cap. There are very few of us that have reached 
such a pinnacle in our career and 1 congratulate her on this 
achievement." 


Norwegian ace heading for Sheffield 

SHEFFIELD (AFP) — Norwegian club Molde have 
cleared the way for international midfielder Fetter Rudi to 
join Shefiield Wednesday later this year in a 750.000 
pound (about$l.l million) deal. 

Molde managing director Erode Ohr confirmed Wednes- 
day's interest in foe 23-year-old and revealed foe owls have 
a^eed Rudi can remain with foe club until foe end of foe 
Norwegian season on October 19. Ohr said; “We have had 
a conversation and received a letter from Sheffield 
Wednesday confirming their interest but no fee or terms 
have been agreed. “Although no details have been resolved 
with Wednesday. Fetter is not in our plans for the 1998 sea- 
son and we will let him go. but only if foe conditions of foe 
transfer are right.” 



Location: The Fifth Circle, Mecca Street, near the 
Norwegian Consulate. Consists of three large 
bedrooms (one master with its own bathroom), 
two spacious salons, dining room, office room, 
large kitchen, separate telephone and central 
heating, private garage. 

For further information, please call 
TeL: 5539408 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT IN SHMEISANI 

Very good location, in a building with only three 
apartments, overlooking a garden. Consists of 2 
beckooms, living room, dining room, new modem furniture, 
weil-equiFV>ed kitchen, 2 bathrocxns, separate central 
heating, separate entrance, telephone, TV and video. 

Please call Tef. # 606947 or Fax 686539 


FURNISHED APARTMENT (ROOF) 

FOR RENT 

% 

Newly furnished roof. Consists of 3 bedrooms (1 
master), 3 bathrooms, American kitchen, central 
heating. Building in a good area with lift and 
guard. Location: Swetfieh. 

Please call Tel.: 5539106 


Furnished Apartment 
For Rent {InAISweifieh) 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large 
r^eption area with connecting dining, central 
heating & central antenna. 

If interested please call: 652412 


Computer Wanted 

Pentium. > 1 0 C M HZ > 16 M B . 
+ Laser Printer. 


TEL.: 64/ //O or 079 '30926 



AEROBICS 
BODY SHAPING 
CALLANEnCS 
MACHINES 
WALKING 


STEP CLASS 
FAT BURNING 
SCULPTING 
GYMNASTICS 
JOGGING 


DO IT ALL IN S1VL6! 

AN APPAOPAIRTC OUIFIT- 
FOA A H6ALTHV UlOAK OHH! 

Active uieor from the USA 
Beoch uiecur from France 
fit the OK 

SPLASH sports 8c swim wear. 
Al Rabbieh, Al Dabbas Centre 
near Garfield Rest. 

TeL 079 207 48 




*Hie liitamtionaCScfiooC 

Of Choue^tA-9imnum, Jordan 
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UNRWA decides to make drastic 
cuts after calls for help go in vain 


AMMAN f J.T) — In a report 
sent to the Jordan Tunes on 
Tuesday UNRWA revealed 
that its commissioner gener^ 
al, Peter Hansen, met 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat in Gaza Tuesday to 
brief him on the critical 
financial situation facing the 
agency. 

“Unfortunately. I am com- 
pelled to introduce cuts and 
reductions because of the 
inadequate financing of 
UNRWA’s budget and the 
S20 million deficit in the last 
quarter of 1997,” Mr. Hansen 
advised Chairman ArafaL 

Mr. Arafat referred to the 
great socio-economic hard- 
ship being faced by the 
Palestinians as a result of the 
closures and stated that he 
would immediately write to 
certain donors to assist 
UNRWA. 

Mr. Hansen has already 
brought to the immediate 
attention of major donors and 
host governments, as well as 
the PLO and the Palestinian 
National Authority, the 


severe financial constraints 
facing UNRWA and the 
urgency of enabling the 
agency to meet its estimated 
deficit ‘This is not my first 
alert to UNRWA’s major 

donors and the host authori- 
ties. Beginning in September 
1996. I have repeatedly 
engaged the attention of our 
h\'o sets of interiocutOTS on 
the seriousness of the situa- 
tion. and the consequent 
implicatioas for and impact 
on the refugees and stability 
in the tegion of any direct 
cuts in services.” 

The commissioner-general 
pointed out the possible con- 
sequences of a reduction in 
services to a Palestinian 
refugee population which is 
already experiencing severe 
socio-economic.hardship and 
is subjected to ti^t restric- 
tions of economic activity 
and mobility in certain fields. 

Mr. Hansen expressed the 
hope that the international 
community would provide 
the funds needed to close the 
gap between income and 


expenditure. Since financing 
of the entire deficit is not 
likely in the fbm months 
remaining in 1997. and to 
avoid technical bankruptcy, 

the agency was forced to take 

certain steps, including a 15 

per cent r^uction in interna- 
tional staff; and a fieeze in 
the recruitment of 249 addi- 
tional teachers needed 
agency-wide to cope with the 
growth in the student popula- 
tion. However, to £^eviatie 
the effect of over-crowding 
somewhat, the agency has 
decided exceptionally to 
recruit in the G^za Strip and 
the West Bank double the 
budgeted number of replace- 
ment teachers. 

Other measures are a dis- 
continuation of the agency’s 
portion of university scholar- 
ships; and a fieeze in hospital 
reimbursements and refmals 
for November and December 
1997, with special hardship 
cases exempt fiom this 
fieeze. Emeigency life-sav- 
ing interventions will, of 
course, continue to be made. 


The agency is reviewing 
school charges as levied by 
the host authorities, with a 
view to adopting similar 
ones. Without these mea- 
sures, UNRWA will not be 
able to scrape through 1997. 
These cuts and reductions 
will guarantee that the core 
of UNRWA’s basic services 
survives intact 
Mr. Hansen also held meet- 
ings with mukhtars, camp 
commiuees and ansa staff 
union representatives on 
Tuesday to explain the con- 
text in which the agency has 
been 'forced to inuxiduce 
these measures, which in any 
case cover only one-third of 
the 1997 deficit 
The agency has appealed to 
the intemational community 
to provide adequate financ- 
ii^ for UNRWA, emphasis- 
ing that .3.4 million Palestine 
refugees cling to UNRWA 
services as a symbol of their 
“rights” and as a mauer of 
intemational obligation. 


Ttirkey’s Yilmaz says police 
foiled bomb attack on him 


ANKARA (AFPJ — 
Secular Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz on Tuesday 
was quoted by newspapers 
as saying that Turkish 
police at the weekend foiled 
a bomb attack against him 
following a parliamentary 
move to pass an anti- 
Islamist education bill. 

“Police have discovered 
and neutralised a bomb 
placed in a vehicle in [the 
central town of] Hacibektas 
hours before my speech,” 
Mr. Vilmaz told reporters 
late Monday, according to 
the left-wing Istanbul d^ly 
CumhuriyeL 


Mr. Yilmaz attended a 
public ceremony in 
Hacibektas on Sunday. The 
car bomb was reportedly 
found near a platform fiom 
which be gave his speech. 

No one has claimed 
responsibility for the inci- 
dent 

But it came one day aller 
parliament passed the con- 
troversial education bill, 
prepared by Mr. Yilraaz’s 
coalition government under 
which hundreds of state-run 
Islamic schools are to be 
closed. 

Turkey’s Islanust opposi- 
tion led by the Welfare Party 


of Islamist former l^mier 
Necmettin Erbakan has 
been angered by the move, 
but faUed to prevenl pariia- 
ment fiom approving tbe 
bill. 

The bill increases obliga- 
tory schooling fiom five to 
eight years and will lead to 
the closure of the secondary 
sections of state-nm reli- 
gious schools that train 
imams, or local Islamic 
leaders. 

The bill is part of a gov- 
ernment crackdown on the 
rise of Islamists. 

Turkey’s powerful and 
Western-leaning military. 


which forced Mr. Etbakan’s 
Islantist-ied government out 
of power in June, is 
staunchly baciting the. anti- 
Islamist campaign. Mr. 
j^akan was replaced by 
Mr. Yilmaz in late June. 

Since late July, Islamist 
demonstrators have been 
holding rallies throughout 
Turkey in protest at tbe clo- 
sure of religious schools 
and other anti-Isiamist 
moves.. 

Mr. Erbakan said Saturday 
he would appeal to the con- 
stitutional court in an effort 
to annul the education law. 


Arab League to take ^staunch 
measures ’ against Walt Disney 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
League on Tuesday said it 
will ask a meeting of its 
secretariat gener^ in 
September to take staunch 
measures against the Walt 
Disney Company for pro- 
ducing what it called “anti- 
Arab” films, a statement 
here said. 

The statement, signed by 
Arab League Assistant 
Secretary ^neral Said 
Kamal, said that the 22- 
meniber pan-Arab organisa- 
tion had received a report 
on Disney films from a 
Washington-bused Arab- 
American Anti-Defamation 
Committee. 

“The committee informed 


the Arab League ±at the 
Walt Disney Company and 
its subsidiaries are produc- 
ing films aimed at distorting 
tbe image of Arabs and 
Muslims and undermine 
their religion and Arab 
civilisation,” it said. 

The statement, citing the 
report said that Disney 
films “accuse Arabs of 
being brutal and back- 
wards.” 

“Despite warnings from 
the committee, complaints 
to tbe Disney company and 
attempts to stop the produc- 
tion of such films, it contin- 
ued with its hostile action,” 
the statement said. 

Mr. Kamal, quoted by tbe 


statement, said, ‘*the Arab 
League warns this compa- 
ny and its branches against 
producing such films and 
declares that it will submit 
tbe report to the next coun- 
cil meeting [in September] 
to take the staunchest col- 
lective Arab measures 
against this conq^any.” 

Arab-American groups 
have frequently complained 
that Walt Disney films, 
including the popular ani- 
mated film Aladdin, wrong- 
fully jwrtrayed Arabs and 
undermined Islam. 

The company has stead- 
fastly denied that its films 
are ami-Aiab or discrimi- 
nate against Islam. 


Egyptian police confiscate 
book of works on religion 


CAIRO (AP) — Police con- 
fiscated copies of a book 
that they say insults Islamic 
and Biblical figures, and 
produced its author in court 
for questioning, a human 
rights group said Tuesday. 

Police took away Sunday 
the remaining 13 copies of 
“God of this time” off tbe 
shelf of a Cairo bookshop. 
Tbe book has sold 3.000 
copies since its publication 
in 1996. said the book’s 
author, Sayed Qemni. a lit- 
tle-known newspaper com- 
mentator. 

The Egyptian 

Organisation of Human 
Rights (EOHR) said tbe 
confiscation was believed 
recommended by the 
T.slamic Research Institute 
of Al Azhar, considered the 
highest seat of Sunni 
Islamic studies in the world. 

Al Azhar officials were 
not immediately available 
for comment, but the insti- 
tute is known to have rec- 
omniended similar bans in 
(he pasL 

The EOHR said the latest 
ban was “a form of unac- 
ceptable religious guardian- 
ship on the conscience of 


thinkers, writers and other 
creators.” 

“God of this time,” is a 
collection of Mr. Qemni '$ 
articles and research works 
published over the last five 
years in Egyptian opposi- 
tion newspapers. They deal 
with topics ranging fiom 
Islamic history to the influ- 
ence of Islamists over soci- 
ety. 

Mr. Qemni told the AP 
that his book was deemed to 
have insulted Muslims, the 
Egyptian judiciary, and the 
Biblical figure. Joseph, who 
is known to Muslims as 
Prophet YousseL 

“All of what I wrote is in 
history books. I got none of 
this on ray own. ! just wrote 
the same thing but in simple 
tenns that people can under- 
stand,” he said. 

Mr. Qerniii said he was 
summoned to court on 
Monday where a judge and 
prosecutors questioned him 
about his motives. Tbe court 
will announce on 
September 15 if tbe case 
should go to trial, he said. 

The confiscation comes at 
the time when Islamists 
have sued several Egyptian 


writers and cinema artists, 
accusing them of insulting 
Islam. 

Mr. Qemni said police 
also confiscated the type- 
setting of the book from the 
publishing bouse to prevent 
further print re-iuos. 

He said he apparently 
caused offence by referring 
to Joseph's good looks as 
his “violent beauty.” 

Another problem was Mr. 
Qemni’s description of tbe 
reign of Caliph Othman tbe 
third as one marked by 
nepotism, tyranny and mis- 
handling of moneys in the 
Egyptian treasury. The 
Caliph was killed by revolu- 
tionaries disgruntled with 
his rule. 

Mr. Qemni also is accused 
of ridiculing conservative 
Muslim scholars. 

He is said to have derided 
Egyptian judiciary by 
criticisbg a court ruling that 
ordered a university profes- 
sor to divorce his wife 
because he was found guilty 
of writing books" violating 
Islam. The professor has 
appealed against the ruling. 


Arafat 

inaugurates 

Palestinian 

Airlines 

offices 


GAZA CITY lAP) — 
Acquiring another symbol of 
independence, Yasser Ara&l 
Hie^y inaugurated the 10- 
storey headquarters of the 
fledgling Pales tinian Airlines 
which two twin-engine 
planes between Egypt and 
Jeadan. 

The Palestinian President 
cut ared ribbon and wrote in 
the guest book, “together on 
the way to Jenisalera.” a 
reminder of hopes for 
Palestinian statehood, with 
Arab east Jerusalem as a 
future capital. 

Construction of a 
Palestinian airport in the 
southern Gaza Strip has been 
□early completed, but tbe 
opening has been delayed 
because of disagieemeat 
with Israel over who should 
be in charge of security and 
border controls at the airport. 

For tbe month, 

Palestinian Aiifines has been 
flying two 42-seat twin- 
engine planes between the 
Jordaru'an capital of Amman 
and the Mediterranean resot 
of Al Arisfa in EgypL 
Tbe planes have been fer- 
rying stranded Palestinians 
back home since the Israeli 
secuiiQ' closure imposed on 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. ' 

Many Palestinians visit rel- 
atives in Jordan during die 
sununer. Those who live in 
Gaza cannot neoim fiom 
Jordan to their homes by 
land because the ub would 
involve crossing Israel which 
is off-limits du^g the clo- 
sure. Instead, I^estinians 
have been flying from 
Amman to Al Arish and 
crossing into Gaza fiom 
drere. 

Tbe office began operating 
four months ago, but 
Tuesday madoed ^ formal 
opening. Ten pilots are 
employed by the airline. 



STRIKE IS OVER AT LAST: Striking workezs outside of the United Pajccei 
Servi ces (UPS) distribution center in Oakland react as they listen to early radio 
repoits fftat- their. 15-day old strike against UPS was close ta ending. .The work- 
ers axe eixpected to return to work today after a tentative settlement was reached 
(Iteutexs photo) 

UPS trucks could start 
rolling by Wednesday 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Most of United Parcel 
Service’s (UPS) uademaik 
brown deUvoy tnreks coiild 
be rolling by Wednesday after 
a uniOD review of a tentative 
contract deal with manage- 
ment, union leaders said 
Tuesday. 

Local officials of tbe 
Teamster Urtion are to study 
an accord hammered out here 
Monday after SO hours of 
Federally mediated talks 
between top Teamster and 
UPS representatives. 

A union statement said tbe 
estimated 185,000 UPS dri- 
vers and handla[s who 
waflted off the jd) August 4 
could be back at work by 
Wednesday. Members would 
then ratify the five-year con- 
tract in a mail vote, winch 
could take up to a montii. 

Both sid^ m the bitter 
standoff paid tribute to 
Labour Secretary Alexis 
Herman, whose dogged prod- 
ding got them back to the bar- 
gaining table last Thursday. 
The deal was also a win for 
President Bill CUnlon, who 
had steadfastly refused 
anguished pleas fiom tbe 
comp^ and suffering retail- 
ers to interveoe directly. 

Mr. Clinton had insisted all 
along that a settlement had to 
come fiom the parties themr 
selves. UPS Chairman James 
Kelly haOed the agreement as 
“a breakthrough.” 

“This accord is tentative, 
pending additional discus- 
sions to finalise certain 
details,” he added. “But it is a 
breakthrough, and for that we 
are gratefiil. We have within 


our gra^ a workable agree- 
ment.” But Mr. Kelly str^sed 
that the. stoppage taken a 
1^ out of the UPS bottom 
line and warned that because 
of pennanently lost business 
there could be fewer jobs at 
UPS in the future. 

“We have lost business,” he 
said early Tuesday. “We have 
custom^ who Imve told us 
they’re not coming back.” 

CompaiQr officids bad said 
tte walkout, sparked a dis- 
pute over lire reliance on 
part-time workers and 
changes to the pension 
scheme, cost the company 
between $200 and $300 mil- 
lion a week. 

The feisty 61-year-old bead 
of tbe Teamsters. Ron Carey, 
cast ifae deal in historic terms, 
sa^g it achieved all of die 
union's major goals. 

“Our fight for good jobs in 
America marks an historic 
turning point for working 
people in this country,’' Mr. 
Carey asserted triumphantly. 

‘T^ strike marks a new 
era. ... This victory sends a 
signal that American workers 
are on tbe move again. ... This 
is not Just a Teamster victory. 
It’s a victory for all working 
people.” 

Mr. Corey said the accord 
would meet key union 
demands, ruxably dte creation 
of 10.000 new full-time job 
over the next five years 
combining e.xisting part-time 
positions — which currently 
make up 57 per cent of the 
UPS workftKce. 

In addition, he said, die 
Teamsters wmjJd relnin oxi- 
trol of their multi-billion dol- 


lar pension plan that UPS had 
wanted to replace with one of 
its own. 

'nrroughout the strike, the 
union had taken bean fiom 
c^nnion polls showing public 
sympathy for the strikers. 

Mr. Carey bad announced 
that rallies and demonstra- 
tions would take place 
throughout the country, cul- 
minating in a national action 
day good jobs on 
Thursday. 

A union statement said 
many of the ev'ents would go 
ahead “to celetrate this victo- 

The job actioD was particu- 
larly hard on small business- 
es. many of which have no 
shipping departments of their 
own and rely heavily on UPS, 
the country's largest package 
delivery company. 

Unable to pay prices 
charged by UPS competitors, 
they saw their (feliveries back 
up and their suj^iies dwindle. 

The National Retail Federa- 
tion (NRF). which r^tesenls 
the $2.5 trillion retail ukIus- 
try. on Tuesday expressed 
gr^t relief at the end of the 
strike. 

“The free flow of goods is 
essential to a healthy econo- 
my,” said NRF President 
Tracy Mullin. 

“As the UPS trucks beginto 
rolL so will the wheels of 
commerce throu^out tbe 
U.S. We are hopeful that this 
tentative agreement will bring 
an end to tbe strike and that 
products will ccxitinue to 
teach retafl store shelves and 
the hands of consumers.” 


Sudan accused of condoning ‘genocide’ 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
intecnational communiiy was 
urged here Monday to get 
tough with Sudan v^ch was 
accused by a (Christian aid 
agency of seeking to turn tbe 
country into a “totalitarian 
Arab-klamic state.” 

John Eiboer of C^iristiao 
Solidarity International (CSI), 
addressing members of a UJ9. 
Human Mgfats Sulxrormius- 
sion,. accu^ the Sudanese 
refine of condoning the 
abdli^ai and enslavement of 
people fixxn religious and tih- 
nic minorities. 

Eibner said the Islamist state 
was engaged *in the collective 
punishment of communities 
that resist its {xx)gramme to 
transform the multi-ethnic and 
multi-religious country into a 


toiaUtarian Arab-Tslamic 
state.” 

“We urge the sub-commis- 
sion to e^onse the CS7 pro- 
posal for ihe establishment of 
a slave tracing scheme.” said 
Mr. Eibner whose organisa- 
tion bought back- 150 women 
and chBdiea from a slave mer- 
drant near Nyamlell in south- 
ern Sudan in June so as to 
return them to tiieir families. 

The time has come for the 
intanational community to 
take a firmer stand against the 
government of Sudan’s policy 
of genocide, in the broader 
sense, involving destruction of 
life, culiune. laiguage, com- 
rminily, religion and ethnic 
ittend^," Ml Eibner said. 

In April, a Canadian reli- 
gious organisation, quoting 


officials of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) 
rebel movemenL estimated 
the number of slaves in Sudan 
at 40,000. 

nie Toronto-based cross- 
roads family of minisuies said 
it had bought 319 Sudanese 
slaves ficxn traders in that 
country and then set them 
lice. 

In May, the U.N. special 
rappoiteur on Sudan, Caspar 
Biro said peq}le were being 
abducted, notably in the cen- 
tral region of mount Nuba and 
die Ingassema uplands, and 
sold as slaves with the full 
knowledge of the authorities 
in Khanraim. 

The Sudanese govemriKnt 
has denied the ex’iaence of 
any slave trade. 




New Sexual . 
revolution on tbe 
intemet — espei^ 

CfflCAGO (Rj— 
most searcbed-for- topic on 

the Idtemet and tbe quest for 

it is driving tbe net's techno- 
logical advances, 

iBsearchers said on Monday. 
“This is going to be tbe nea' 
sexual revolution. It’s 
to afiect sex in a jHofound 
way,” said Al Cooper, clini- 
cal director of die San Jose 
Califimua Marital and- 
Sexual Center. Question 
being adeed range ficin 
• vbyeuiismin cyber- 
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space constitotes infidelity to 
whether ineeting someone 
electronicaDy before visual- 
ly might lead to better long- 
term relationships, he said. 

Dodi was a dud 
— ex-girlfriend 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
American model who 
alleges she was ditched by 
Dodi Fayed in favour of 
Princess EHana queried her 
heart to a British newspaper, 
saying her former lover was 
a dud in bed. “Dodi isn’t a 
great lover. He doesn't know 
bow to pleasure a woman,’' 
Fisher, 30, was quoted as 
told The Sun. “He wasn't 
into foreplay at all... at van- 
ous points in ourrelationsh:^ 
1 tried to dre^ subtle hiias 
about ways to make our love 
life more satisfying. But he 
didn’t seem interested,” she 
added. Hsher maintained, 
however,, she . wasjdeeply jn . 
love wndi Fayed who also 
recounted how Fayed had 
showered her with roses, 
teddy bears and jewelleiy 
and paid the rent on Hct 
C alifornia apanmenL 

More gays and 
bisexuals on TV 
this fall 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
The fall television season m 
the U.S. will feature a reconl 
number of gay characteri. 
tbe gay and lesbian aUiance 
against defamation told the 
newspaper USA Today. The 
30 characters r^cesents a 23 
per cent Jump fi^ last 
television season, the group 
said, and include a gay 
receptioi^ on .ABC’s 
Security”; a celibate bisexu- 
al on UW's “Head Over 
Heels”: and an HTV-positive 
black gay youth on Fox’s 
“413 Hope Street." 

11-year-old 
becomes Britain's 
youngest father 

LONDON (AFP) — A 15- 
year-old girl who is expect- 
ing a baby fathered by an II- 
year-old boy — set to 
become Britain’s youngest 
father — said Monday she 
was initially shocked to dis^ 
cover she was pregnant but 
had DOW got used to the idea 
Emma Webster said she 
found out about the pregnan- 
cy after feeling unweO but 
only discovered tbe age of 
the father, next-door neigh- 
bour Sean Stewart, when she 
told his mother she was 
expecting his baby. She ^ 
angry with him for lying 
about his age, she said. He 
had given her the impression 
that he was the same agt as 
her. Tt was not until 1 I 
was pregnant to his mum 
and lus mum turned around 
and said ‘how can an U- 
year-old be the father?’ that 1 
knew,” said Webster, wto 
lives in Shambrook in cen- 
tral England. 

T«vo hearts, one man 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
A 54-year-old father of four 
will bwome Aigenrina's fim 
man to .live with two humm 
hearts, because no appropri- 
ately sized donor oigan 
could be found for a trans- 
plant “I know perfectly 
1 am going to be a Guinea 

pig, bm I have no Other alter- 

native,” said Cados : 
Leonardo Tobajas, who 
stands two metres tail and 
weighs in at 1.10 kifo" 
grammes. Cardiologist Renfi 

Favaloro said a second 
smallish heart would be put ^ 
to work alongside Tobajas’ 
larger but ailing organ in an ■ 
unconventional dno docttxs ' 
hope vtiU be able to meet bis i 
b^y’s circulation needs. 
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